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- \ Por the information of the Burczu there ars be:i_ng iransEitted hore-

o tith twvo copics of z repori furpished the Donver Pield DMvision by represents-

e tives of theJapemese kxerican Citirens Lzague who interviewmed nu=erous Jepsnese—

Pee Ansrican rudbjects presently awaiting trial for refusal to repory for their pre- R
/-___ - inductica physical exexinationz at the Eeart )untain Far Relocation Center,

" == .Feart lountain, Wycming. The individuals who contacted the defendants were :-

I ~—IOK-ELSUI, pro=inent nissi zttorney whose backzromnd is knomn to .the Bursan, ~

4 cnd JOB GRAKRT HASOLKL, rezional representative in Colorado for the Japanese Amsrican
g Citiseas lLeague. - : . . X :

i, : -These Incdividusls have previously endsavored to induce nise{ glec-_- o Mol
<" 4ive Service registrants in this earsz to corply with the provisions of the Benie :
2} Selective Training snd Service Act, thair purpose in visiting the Eeart Mountain 9
d draft delinguents was to oscertain their reasons for refusing to report for - ° &
il the pre-induction physical exz—drations &5 ordercd. . : : e
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Purpose OF The refural of 58 Japanese Americans from ths

2 ; Beart Mountain Relocation Center to report
w TEEP B o e for pre—induction physical exzripations has ~*___

e R attracted zome pational attention to the ‘%

Vi
o

N . rstter of Japanese in this country. The ad- . -*-
verse mnntia,s resulting from such = great numer of draft delinguents

fro= one center points to sericus conditions exdsting there. Amy action
( vhich lowers public regard for Arericzns of Japanese ancestiry compels the = -
= interest and concern of £11 those cngaged in furthering the public acccpt—
cnce of Japenese residents in the c=ticen.
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i T 5 JAPANESE AVERICAN CITIZENRS. LEAGUE "')

¥ g g™ 618 E=pirs Bldg. Cherry 5990

S P Deaver, 2, Colo. :

YISIT TO £EEYENFEE COUENETY JATIL ¥,

:_:‘ e Japanese foerican Draft Delipouents e P
el ety ot gl Bh g ntn e i
7: g (Interviewerss sl . (Interviews Ccndnctod.: S ,‘). ~' 4
: oo e o S e U S i
5% { 19n Yasui, Attorasy - - ; ‘;. ¥ | 6130 P-z. to 10:00 p.m. i &
:: -. 2 ( % E W :.( ) >
B ( Joe Crant H=2soaka, § ( Cheyenne County Jail )

= ( JACL Rsglional Revrese:n tstive) ( Cheyemne, Wvordnsr )

il

L. S rtheroore, organizationally and individuoally, a&s patrioiic

“ =nd Loyal jmericans, it is deplorable and tragic to note the insidious -
type of thinldng that is evioently prevalent in the center.  I{ was felt
that promotion of Americanism is vitelly ir-portant in time of war, and -
that whatever contribution that could be made towards that end would |
very much be worth our tics ond effort. By interviewing the boys in the
Cheyenne County Jail, it was hoped that soms indicaticn of the processes
of thinking znd the manner of organizstion behind the draft resistance ~ 7
could be gairned, o =s to be able to work the best pmce-d'.;res cnd the

rost practicel progra=s to cocunteract cuch influences in the relocatiom
ceaters. In nddition thercto, if 4t were possible to persusde cngy of

the boys ct the Cheyecmne County Jzil to reccensider his sta)d, it was-felt
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ey that gsuch repu:hation vourld have sox2 cf{fect uwpon the cdralft-recistance - -
3 group in the ccuters, Lnd bs::ﬁ to diz:smo others fro:r. fo“o"dng tbe sam8 . -

couwss of "t_c::. N s R G Sn AR 3 i3 -..‘:,':j.'
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: . 1%, 28n Yasv..iJ 3 ,_icenscd rttorney in the Sta'oc of Oregon, who. ~ ="
bad ctiemted to secure & Supreme Court declzraticm of citizenship rights. ... *
of the nisei 2 dentical to that which these nisel drzft violators cre now
seedng, b=lie*vc—d that a persosal interview with these boys would reveal

to thex the legal fallscies of their thinldng and zttitnde, It was felt

that £ r2n vho_hes hsad legal treining cnd cxperiences ip & county Jeil

vould have r{_(?e*fect upon the boys in the Cheyenne County Jeil.

V!

e
‘
11:\;..
)

1

=
Wl

. ll Ll"l\-

“
\
NI

e
"
-
o

e e \.'\‘ “’ :

=
e Yr, Sf= G*ant Y=sz0¥=2, &5 F,:gional Rspresentative of the Jepen-
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- rzther an ineffectual eng certainly $11-advised protest agai

: _don. Carl L. Sackett,
2 Pe -Ss Lttorney Tor the
Y District of Tyoming .
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jprericardsm end consscraled to the full observanss of the tenets of citi~

cenship &nd patriotism, had {ndications that Eeart Yountaln rs)contents

‘psd inflvenced these boys, To ascertain the influence which contributed -
the dicision of these boys and to attempt 40 prevent such iN-—=dvised

:;;,."t dclinquencies wag ap im2e11ing motive 'to t21¥ 1o these boys. -

U4 Preliminary to our call at the Comty Jz11,
" .we pet with Bon. Carl L. Sackett, D. S. Attor- .
ney for the District of Byoming., Ur. Sackett
-bes 2 colorful background 4n the 0ld Kest,
" There a man's worth znd conduct, ratber than

his aﬁtccadents, counted in the estirmation of ren. He has also had ac- .
gusintance of persoos of Japaness descent in the past.. In his approach
toszrds the duties of his public office, Yr. Sackstt believes that 21) ren
=re equsl bafore the 1aw. Those who cormmmt offenses egainst the law shall
be prosecuted with egual ¥igor, without regard to r=ce, creed or color,

according to Mr. Sackett,

_T_Ei;poilitsint with the

X

In tallng to the U, S. Lttorney, w= pointed cut that the action
Oys ¥2s not & deliberzte znd intentionz2l act of disloyalty, but -
nst the ip- -
suspersion of certain cdvil rights for the past txo years
suffercd by +those of Japanese ancestry. Yr. Sackettis attitude was that
he xzs not interested in the reasons behind the rafusal of the boys to
obey the Seleciive Service orders, but that & violationm aof the lawx had

been cor=itted, and that it was his duty to prosecute the violators for
this cri=s. ot

of'these-b

Justices znd

Yr. Sackett was firz in declarfing that the Kised draft ¥iolators
prortumity to discuss Yheir decision beforehand, and to be pre-
pared to accept the full conseguences of their act. To his way of think-
ing, Xr. Sackett averred that by refusing to comly with the draft, these
boys were z detrirent to the war effort and are csbotaging this country .
in the present war., FEs stated that he hagd =ore respect for the m2n who
would declere his loyelty to znother country openly, He believed that :
these boys were rc2rely explaiting the rcatter of this "protest refusal®
nisei hed been clai=ing mnguali-
fied loyaliy ond 2Vleziance to the United States of America, but that when
they were given =n cpportunity to deconstrate their loyalty, they had cozs

out into the cpen regarding their recl, loyzlties, _ : s

bl full o

- -

: khen it was .':;L;ggested thet the
tion end iIncorrect advice, !, Szckett declared that there might be

grounds for & povsible conspiracy charge against the =2lefactors. This ..
Ll s SNl A e L e

béys Y=re victij::_; of ‘=isinfor=a- .

" 48 presur=d to carry a beavier penalty. - e e gl B s

to tiue Cheyenne Jecil,

Y=. Sackelt w2s not averse to our visiting the Nisei cc==itted _ -
He observed thzt others, espacially from the cen-

ter, had approzched hi= as to visits to the boys, bui that he bzd re—.

fused permission. EKe noted 400 thzt the ettorney for the boys had not

yet conferred with the boys in the Cheyenne County Jz=31,

£ totz) to date of 59 Jzpanese L=erican
draft delincuents hzve been zrrested by
the F3I, end ere beizg held in the cus-
tody aof the U, s. Lzrgho) ot Cheyenne,

— . e— —

REACTIOR S gained
from vieiting the Nisct
Draft Delinguentss
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Gyo=inz. Thbese 59 are being detaincd in six Jails zcattered throughout
Tyording and are a\:}iit.'mg action by the gr&nd jury which meets on "°)' 2nd,

17 of the 59 are being honsed in the Cheyeane County Jail. The
Deputy Sherdiff brought out for interview, six of the boys who had been be—
hind bars for thres weeks. Their zges ranged from 19 to 26 years. Prison
pallor was already becoming evident on thsir faces and hands. The boys .
wers brought in one at a time, and after the interview were lcept Apart
Imm those not yet c.alled tmtil the visiting was co:mletod .

e ,~ e, - -
o -

" The boya Sl b b 5 fairly good spirita e R ke o

corodztine their wants for candy end fruits by making purchases for the=m.

is with other prisoners, they are not allowed any reading matter, although -

they =2re permmitted to write once a week and to receive letters written to

thex. This no-reading matter rule was imposed because other prisoners E

bave bumed paper to re-heat thsir coffes.

ENTICAL APGUHEN'I‘S: In tslkding to ecach of the boys,- we found & striking

saraness of language and thonght. For instance: ¥If we serve in the ary

and when this war is over, we'll be sent back to our homes — it'll bs J
behins? tarbed wire fcnces in the Heart }.-.Duntain Center. G . Y

Un_animou_sly, they adimd tted t_sy were fighting to securs court 2

1y ihey believe that thiz is the last resort by which they csn hops to.
gain & restoration of suspended civil rights, such as the right to :neturn
to the Prohibited Area on the YWest Coest.

_ Kone of the boys have signed expatriation puper's. They con-
tinue to express a willingness to enter the Army, "if their concepts of
egm=lity of trea‘m:sn‘c. and citizenship ‘zre’ fuJIi_]_led.

SHATEN FAITH: Probing into the basic attitudes of the boys it was op—
pzrent that these boys are wavering in their faith in 4imerica. TYet, by.
resorting to court action, clinging to the hope of =z favorable decision
pnd clarificztion of their citizenship rights, they irdicate 2 lingering
faith 2nd hops in America. Eowever, having been in a relocation center
for t¥o yezrs, &way from the rainstreas of normal living, and being con-
ctzntly esoosed to the racist thinking btrought oo by the evacuation, these
toys bave nci much confidence as to thsir future in this country, evem
chould they go into the Army. : : > 6 e g i

FO BESPONSISLZ CGNSULTANT: Our impression was that these draft delin- .
ocuents are qai‘te 2ssured that the expense of & court defense is forth-
co~n5. !'nd vet, 1%t was gathered that these Nisei draft delinquents had
et with no re s;mnsible 1e~al consultant or project advisor, qualified .
1o consult ca celective service matters. The thinking &nd attitude of .
the bors vere \:Jdoubtedly 4{nfluenced by mass psychology znd emotionalism.

FUKDS AVATLLRIE: They indicated that strong support would be g‘iven them;
cne youmg zan oirily waved eside the su geestion that £5,000 to £10,000

action in order to clarify their citizenship rights and status. Apparent-

I -
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=S ght bs neoded to carry & case to the United Stztes Suprexs Court. The
fz=t that c=ple funds were available see=sd to bs taken for granted,

UNARARZNESS OF PRESENT CAXP FEELING: Wnile the fesling and sentiment of .-
2 month 2go in Bsart Hountain was reportedly quite sy=pathetic to the atti-
tude of these nonconformists, camp sentiment nox, we are informed by other
sources, has veered aray from the extremist views. Supposed popular sup-

" posed popular suppork does pot back these draft evaders. Still, the boys

in Jeil zoem to be sustained by the feelings end dexmonstrations thsy wit—

nessed 2 month ago. They sesm to derive, too, soms coxfort in the im-

pressian that other centers are umitedly doing as they bave acted,

PUZLIC RELATIONS EFFECT LITTLE CONCERN: Booneranging of good will toward -
perscas of Japanese ancestry and the 11l-effects of such adverse feeling
upon 135,000 of the Japanese population in this country are seexingly of
secondary concern to the boys in jJail. Their psrsonal cemtentions and
copvictioans seenm to largely cxclude other considerations.

it} S’]RIT APPARHNT: That z:ight be presumed as u*’pical cf the "gang

; s;u.rit“ notivating these youths can be s=2en in various admizsions. One

boy who had Jjust bsen discharged from the hospital for a hernia opsratiocn
znd who would certainly bs physically rejected, still refused to report
for pre-induction physicel exzxinzation because of his convicticn that a
great principle was involved, and which a.ffccted every persca of Japan-
cse snccs..ry.

- - 411 manifested the intentica of following-through with their

original decision. There zppeared to be some encouragerment and ccml‘i—

derr'e of nnning this legal battle.

Tragically mough fears of prison 1ife and those Ilom,_r> barren o
yez=s do not zeen to dismay them overly. Even the ostracisz with which
coclely surrounds an eA-con"ict does not o"cupy unduly their thm,ghts. :

Va_:-ied and fxed emotions character“ ze theszs nisei draft vio-

l-tors. Some display x:_m_fes.,atlons of 2 mariyr cocaplex, some 2re sullen

a=4d r*sentAul and in others, traces of self-pity can be discemrned.

}.L‘L vithout exception, empha 1cal1y reiterated that his de—
cis‘cn to refusa to report for the pre-ipdjuction physical was his om per—:@
conz1 oesicion, $nfluenced by no other perscns. Pach seemsd to bs oware

[

tbat any ol.hpr cdeZiBSiO" woruld i!:plicate some other persone. Sz
C:‘“.CLUSiO‘?Sx i Bscauss these Japanese }.mar‘iccn draft delinguents bave

been living constantly together in confinexz2nt for the
25t mnt’h the chstdcning of the six boys should be a fairly accurate
index and crcvs~cAa,Anauion of t.he attituvde of the recaining eleven.

.». ;‘-1

C—onerally, all the boys interrogated were extrexzely noncommittal, zs though
they had been forwammed to diwvulge nothingz. Certainly, sox2 zre too young
r_:xd irmature to formulste eny profound convictions of their ovm.
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It seezs too that the incarceratica of these boys in one group bolsters .

cod inspirits each other. ‘nyone of the group who right be inclined to .. .

doubt the visdom of their conduct would bs quzshed by the arguments ex- .

pressed to us: *he're in this far; we =ight as well see this through.» it
Those <ho might want to change their rinds, convinced of the error of = .7
thelr ways, would probably not be tolerated. For these reasons, scparate .- -
cnd individual cells would allow conziderable introspection and sslf- e
naly=is. It would supplant individual decd=iom for group pressure, . : -

_ In furtherance of the idea of fres thinking, the Japancse imerdcan boys

right be permdtted to read newspapsrs and ragazines — 4t wonld .give thes

& more belanced perspective, S el 4

To cir=fghten out these boys, it certainly should be 4in order for ar— . . ..
range—=nts to be made for their c=n lawyer to sse and talk to ther $indi-
viczally. He might clarify their zims, end he might more forcefully chow

thez hox futile their gesture will bs. ' £ R T Thdn

In vie= of this traglc zftermath of evacumstion, right it not be too much .. “
to bop=s ithat the governcent extend every chance for salvation znd lenfency

to these hapless youths., If the fa—ilies of these boys, if the repre-" - -.7= -
cen-a2tives of the Reart lountain Relocatioca Center can, 4in humanity's

naze, crercise every plea to ask the boys to recant from their decislon, 3. »-2u
then curely =2s those of us who believe in tespering jJustice with rercy,
opportmmity for dismissal of the charges ought to be forthcoing, pro—

vided znd if these boys would fulfill their obligations of citizenship.

‘The catestrophe and destruction of bu=an lives in war is surely a blot

and sis won the whole of mankind. If preventable, tragedies to the lives - -
of 52 bu=zn bosings can be averted, and if this cause does not enlist the =~
irmediate zction by the families to persuade the boys to reconsider and :
to eodesvor to sccure dismizsal of the charges, then surely will the bla=ms.
for destiroying the future usefulness of 59 imerdican citizens of Japanese
cncesiry be chargeable to the fardliez and people of the Beart Mountain -
Relozatien Center. 3
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