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WAR DEPARTVENT L
HEADQUARTERS NINTH SERVICE CON‘AND :

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
FORT DOUGLAS, UTAH

(Office of Headquarters)

Salt Lake City, Utah

Janvary 16, 1945

Subject: Manzanar Relocation Center

Summary of Information:

The following statements were made December 29, 19),2 regarding
trouble mekers and leaders of the disloyal element ia the Manzanar Reloca-
tion Center by Private XKOJI ARIYOSHI, Private CARL YONEDA and Private
JAYES ODA, students in the Military Intelligence Language School at Camp
Savege, Minnesota, to XARL T. GOULD, Major, Cavalry, Director of Persoanel
at that school. These men were evacuees residing in the Manzanar Reloca-
tion Center prior to their enlistment in the army., These men have no ob-
jection to the use of their names or statementsaﬁ?% willing %o testify
regarding these matters if that should be necesgary. v,
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l. Statement given by Private KOJI ARIYOSHI

8. JOE KURIHARA was World War Veteran. Lived in Los “4ngeles.,
Before L left Manzamr and went to Idaho to work I was informed that the
Hawaiian soldiers were to train for combat duty. I then thought of enlist-
ing with the Hawaiians for training at Camp ¥eCoy. Thought of making a pe-
tition %o the President for using Japanese for combat duty. *“any others
wanted to help in the War effort and would do anything for our country.
After two weeks of petitioning, I was able to get 218 signatures. After the
petition was sent KURIHARA said we weren't doing the Japanese any good.
Many of the men definitely wanted to be drafted or enlisted for combat ser-
vice. I had my first meeting of the Japanese American Citizens League around
Avgust 23. After I spoke and a few others spoke of this plane, KJRIHARA
said, "What is the usé of having any Citizens Organizations. Let's have a
Jepanese Organization in Manzanar." He told me I must do everything to bet-
ter the Japanese conditions. TOKI and KURIHARA began asking that KURIHARA
be given the floor, but I wouldn't give it to him. Two weeks later we had
enother meeting -- XTRIHARA packed the assembly with his men. WIYA,
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¥r. KIMBALL, and ¥r. PROVIDENCE came Just as spectators. KURIHARA sat in
front of the gentlemen. XI/RIHARA stood up and said to disband the organ-
ization. "Let's found an organization for Japanese. Look at the Jamnese
soldiers fighting for us Japanese." KIRTHARA said to me, "You are an
Hawaiian. Let's be pals together. You should not try to do anythiag for
this country or Manzanar," The day before I enlisted I -et KURTHARA with
UYENO. They said, "The Poston riot was pretty bad; the Manzamar riot will
make the Poston riot a small incident."

b. HARRY UYENO. I first met him in the beginning of September.
iy wife and I moved To block 22, He lives in block 22 and works in Mess
Hall 22. One day I went to liess Hall 22 4o eat. He said, "You are
Eawaiian, I am Hawaiian too. I want to have a frank talk with you." He
took me to the back of the mess hall. TSUJT was with hime They asked me
about the petition I made. UYENO asked me why I made it. I said I wanted
to get into the Army. "You are a damned fool," he said.  "What would you
do if the Japanese landed on the Coast, or if the Japanese win the war?"

I said, "The Japanese will not win the war. If the Japanese win the war,
and they are not going to win, I will stand before the firing squad." Then
he said, "“hat about those who signed the petition?" Many of them did not
want to sign but they signed. You and the 217 others have jeopardized the
Japanese living here and in Hawaij. After Japan wins the war, the Japanese
governmeot will not take us into its oonfidence if you do this." UYENO
came up to me and said, "I am going to ask you to disband the Japanese
American Citizens League, You are the leader. Ve are going to form an
organization for the people in Manzapar, We are going to get as much as we
can from the organization. We will do nothing for the War effort, I will
give you a few days to think it over." "No, I will not disband it,"'I said.
The next day I went again to the mess hall and he came up to me and said,
"Have you changed your mind? You are a damned fool Hawaiian, If you do not
disband something will happen.” I asked what he meant. He said, 'We Kibei
are going to form an organization opposing the Manzanar Citizens League,"

I told him, "You go ahead and form an organization." He said, "What good
will it do you when the war is over -- we are all going back to Japan any
way. Even a man like you who feels the way you do will be sent back to
Japan." I told him, "I will not disband the orgenization." Then he said,
"I am going to form an organization which will oppose you." I asked him
what he meant and he said, "Don't fool around with my organization." He
came again after that and said the same thing. "If you are smart you will
stop fooling around," he said. "If you want to fight, why not have it out
with met" I qgked. He said, "We will make you change your mind and meny
others change their minds."” He meant the . JACL members and others. The day
before I left I enlisted. He and KURIFARA were together and they told me
that I was a damned fool for enlisting. If selective serwice comes, the
government will not find many like you. We will be happy to go on to the
CO Camp. :

S« BEN XISHI is in the same group. Yhen I first went to Manzanar
I never thought XISHI & big man or a thinker. After I held my second
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Nisei leaders that they will have a good posi

became chairman of the other group.
bunch that I feel that he is connected with them.
meetings in Yanzanar he walked up to me while the meeting was going on.

"Change the neme of your meeting as KURIHARA suggested," he said. Ihen the
VWRA authorities proposed a new government setup, making the citizens take an
active part, he opposed it very strongly. "W
the citizens take part," he said.
after the war,
the war."

h. KOUMARA ¥WENO told me OGURA told

i. YAUAGUCHI - Leader in Manzanar.

"What do you think is back of all these riotst"--iajor GOULD.

"My opinion is that the riots have been instigated by the
pro-Axis group, UYENO, KURTHARA, ete. I do not think they
have discredited all the Nisei because they are trying %o
play ball with Tokyo. They hope to zo back to Japan after
the war and they think they can help the Japanese war effort
on this side. ZEven at the camouflage factory they agitate.
I went to Mr. CAYPBELL and asked him to stop people who came
into the camouflage factory. They want c¢lothing, food and

better living quarters and not to do any work if it can be
helpedo

"In case of any trial of investigation I would be willing
to testify against these men. They should not only be
taken from the centers but sent back to Japan. I think
they will do anything to get even if these men are allowed
to be freed after the war. They are not the kind of people
you would trust in and give a responsible position.

"They want these riots in the hope that they will be broad-

casted and perhaps the Japanese government will hear about it."

2. Statement given by Private KARL YONEDA

"Do you have any information on these men: JOE RKURTHARA,
HARRY UYENOD, BEN KISHI, and SAM TATEISHIY"--Major GOULD.

2. JOE KURIHARA - I do not know him personally only that he was
at the Kibei meeting in the Mess Hall at Manzanar.
Hawaii and never was to Japan.

At the Tibei meeting he said, "I will

fight for the cause of Yapan and if any army or FBI will come in and take

()
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many Isei like him to tol)l the
tion after the war in Japan.

After OKAHOSHI resigned he
We saw him so much with the Kurihara
“hen I held one of the

ell, what's the use of making
"We will have to answer to the Yapanese
You will make the position of the Japanese difficult after
That is the same propaganda that UYENO and KURIFARA use. They
hope that their deeds will be heard by the Japanese government.

opinion that the people who are pro-Japanese should have been picked up long
ago when the trouble first started.

It is my

In fact he was born in
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me to CO Camp, I am willing to g2+ It is up to tho Nisei to stand by Japan."
Although I do not know anything about him he was also at the Japanese
American Citizens League meeting.

be HARRY UYENO - Very active in the Kibei group. I did not know
hin until he came %o me and asked me to retract a statement I made about the -
Kibei meeting to the Manzanar council. I said what went on in the Kibei
meeting and that is what they wanted me to retract. When they came to my
apartment they told me they were for Japan and they stayed in my apartment;
. for two hours and tried to intimidate me. After that we, ARIOSHI and I met
personally and he made the same statement again, "As long as we are Kibej
we will not fight for this country. We would be willing to go to the CO Camp
if the government started drafting Nisei." Thejp main leaders are KURIHARA
and UYENO. ' ,

¢+ BEN KISHI was the chairman of the Kibei meeting. In my opinion

he is the puppet of KURTHARA and UYENO. He is not a big leader in the Kibei
group. Would do whatever they told him.

de SAY TATEISHI came to my apartment with UYENO. They ordered me to
retract what I saiqg about TATEISHI. I said he was born in this country and
Was supposed to be a citizen of the Uniteq States. He said; "If you have any
- eitizenship rights you better forget them." I reported this to the Manzanar
council. They threatened me until I finally said that if they brought enough
men to the council o testify against me I would retract my statement. The
following morning about 30 of them got up and said that what I saiq at the
council meeting was not correct.

"Do you consider JoOE KURIHARA, HARRY UYENO, BEN XISHI, and
SA¥ TATEISHI as dangerous, pro-Japanese leaderst"--Major GOULD

"Definitely so."
"Would you be willing to testify in case of investigation?"

"I am willing to testify in closed doors or in public. 4150
in my opinion Private JAVES OpA would make a good witness, He
spoke at the Kibei meeting. He was beaten up in what started
8s a personal fight but ended as a fight between Nisei and
Kil)ei.o : E

"ihat do you think caused these riots?"--Major GoULD.

"In the first place they should separate the good from the
bad among the citizens. Secondly there is not enough activity
in the camp."

"Do you think that they believe that Japan will win the var "

"Yes sir, and they think that California should be in the
hands cof the japanese. In my opinion most of the Isei believe
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1 =* TEUJT - Hic appearanne would mhow that he 1o not the or?i?ary
type. o Wue Une of those who came to the mpartment. When they testified

at the couneil meetinz 1 learned the names of almost all of them and turn

this 1ist of names in to the FBI.
f. UYOKOTA came to my apartment. Night checker. Used to live at
L-10-1. S ione
3. Statment given by Private JAVES ODA.
"Do you know JOE KURIHARAY"
"Yes, I do. He is one of the leaders of the pro-axis element
in Manzanar," g
"Do you know that he is definitely pro-axist"
H "Whenever they had meetinss he spoke in very d=finite terms
that he was for Japan. He urged to people.to follow his way.

2. HARRY UYENO - I do not know much about him but he is known to
many people a&s a pro-axis leader.

"Have you ever heard him make any statment that would make
trouble at camp?"

"When we had trouble at the camouflage factory he tried to
turn the trouble into a pro-axis riot. The trouble started on
account of the working hours. He is a Kibei. He was educated
in Japan. He is the one who went out and visifed leading people
and tried to get them into the pro-axis groupe.

. b. BEN KISHI is used by UYENO and TANAKA. - BEN KISHT acted as
chairman for the Kibei meetings. :

G+ SAY TATEISHI is pro-exis also. He spoke at the Kibei meet-
ing. He does ot consider himself an American citizen, but it is best for
him to utilize his citizenship to fight against the United States.

"Do you know anything about a man named TSUJI*"
"His pen name is TSUNOKO, connected with a gambling house."

"Do you consider these mea: JOE KURTHARA, HARRY UYENO, BEN
RISHI, SAM TATEISHI, and TSUJI dangerous, and pro-Japanese?"

"Yes, we have urged that they be removed.from the center
many times. :
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Do you know anything about eay other leading persons in thie
groupy"™

FBI. FHe spoke at Tha same Kibej meeting. Fe urgeq that the Kibej renounce

"Do you know whether oy 20t any of thesge People are connected
¥ith eny Jepapese organization?" :

e think they are wo rking wigh Some group outside. However,
I have no absolute proof of this,

®s GENJI YAWAGUCHT is one of them. Chaiymp of the block leaders,
Held a secret meeting of the representatives of €ach block the nicht before
we left “anzamr. Thep he urged that they should get ip touch with the
Spanish goverament., In my opinion the Spanish government is the very
simplicity of the Japanese and leaps toward the Axis,

"Some others are:

f. FRAYK vASUDA . Former chairman of block meetings.

g+ RAYHOND HIRAT

he SEIGCRO MURAKAKT - Judo instructor.
\—“\ g

, i. BEN KTSHI leads a group of 2o People whom I believe beat up
pro-Americans,

Another thing is tiat they want to get credit for what they are
doing /after the war in case of Japan's vietory, We, the pro-
merican element, believe that the government‘should,step in

" .
You can use my name ip any place,"

This iﬂﬁbrm&tion is forwarded to you for whatever &ction you deem
necessary, :

RECE IVED-DIO-l2TH—ND-19h5-JAN-2 5-08L8
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EF37/16-B=7-J (31-4)

COXFIDENTIAL February 16, 1943
From: District Intelligence Officer, Twelfth Naval District,
To : The Director of Naval Intelligence
SUBJECT . ‘anzanar Relocation Project, conditions at
Enclosure: (A) cCopy of report by MID, Ninth Service Command, Fort
Douglas, Utah, dated Jan. 16, 1643, same subject.,
Enclosure (A) contains statement by Private Koji ARIYOSHI,

Carl YONEDA and James ODA, obtained by the ¥ilitar
at Camp Savage, Minnesota, concerning conditions at the Manzanar Reloca-

tion rroject at the time they left the project shortly before the occur-
rence of the riot on December 6, 1942,

e Carl YONEDA is a well-known Japanese communist and for
that reason, a blue-card Suspect. Koji ARIYOSHI has been a close friend
of Carl YONEDA's and for that reason is also a suspect, buff color,
However, all three were cooperative with the project authorities while
they were residents at Vanzanar, and made no statements indicating
loyalty to Japan. All of them were threatened by what is believed to be
the pro-Japan element at Manzanar, and James. ODA was beaten at one time,
It is therefore believed that the statements they gave concerning condi=-
tions at lanzanar may be considered reliable.

/s/ H. S. COVINGTON
H.S. COVINGTON

cc: 8, 11, 13ND, FRI-SF

DECLASSIFIED e “"@f,—q
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