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HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND
AND FOURTH ARMY
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL -
PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO

115 Jamuary 1943

¥r. John J. kcCloy,

L. .Assistant Secretary of lar,

kKar Uepertaent A
ﬁa..;hlngtpn, 07 & SR S A 2, A

Dear Lr. ..ecretaryx L E e e $57 WA 08

With regerd to the information of certain Japanece
evacuees now in the W.l.A, _;«_egz_e_m_g._z__gm. Colorade River Centers,
desired by your letter of Jemuery 10, 1943, I &rercrosing two
copies of a special summary nrepared by the G=2 Secticn of this -
Headcuarters. This summary shows all of the persons nared in
your letter to be worthy candidates for segregation or internment.
A more detailed record of each can be zrepared if you so indicate.

i Tourx very truly,

Jo Lo DEWITT
; Lieutenant General, U.sS.h.,
1 Incl: g B e, ComBNdIng
iAS ;nﬁa.cated (Dup].) i ey O O L
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WAR DEPARTMENT

G-2, IQ. WESTEZRY DEFENSE CONIAND & FOURTH APVY
BN (Office of Headquarters) .

Presldlo of San Ezgngiscn,nﬂallf.
(c1B) 254 (1-10-45) e Wi : .~ . (Place) ..
4 P Z»i" January 15, 1943
Japanese Suspects at ; ST (Date) -

Subject: . MANZANAR VAR RuLOCATION PRQJECT and
COLORADO RIVER PAR RELOCATION PROJECT.

Summary of Infomatlon' 2 M, i 2 ool ek

1. ' The following Japenese residents of KANZANAR WAR RELOCATION
PROJECT have been recommended for segregation because of their subversive
recordsi .

a. KEIJI A.RATAKA. i PO B .

(1) An elien Japanese who entered the Unlted States in 1506,
Reported to have been un-American in his utterances among the
Japenese, and to have made numerous stetements to the effect
that when the opportunity arose, he would gladly assist the
Japenese Army or Yavy through fifth column activities,

kz)"Fas admitted memﬁefship in Seicho-no-Iye, a strongly
rationalistic religious and philosophlcal organlvatlon which
* flourished in Southern Callfornla. 0

(3 ) ARATAKA was & member of the Los Angeles Japanese Chamber

of Commerce, which was actually the Japanese Association of Los
Angeles and an affiliate of the pro-Japan Central Jananese
>'Assoclatlon of America. - ‘ ;

(4) Has requested repatrlatlon to Japan.

Dy JOSEPE EUBNEARA.. - s S0 190s, Sniins.

g

(1) A Hawaiian-born veteran of World War I, who has been
_an aceogntant, and a navigator on a fishing vessel.

(2) At a meeting of Kibei at the Manzanar War Relocation

LA

Previous Distribution: . - . (conT*'D)
: e Evaluation
Distribution : -of source —of information
—i_Rellable
“ésst, Sec, of Var (3) __Credible
MIs, ¥ (2)..: s : ; _________Questlonable
FILE Undetermined
-.) -

-—GGN'F-!'BEN ' lA!: % GrPo _ 16—17097-3



v _ 3 x /:7'/

Qt 4;: (s of I, 1-15-43, re Japanese Suspects at MAKZANAR & COLO. RIV. PrOJeots,
: nle (c1B) 254 (1-10-43) :

E7, Progect, July 8, 1942, KURIEARA stated that he had "Japanese
; 67 national spirit" end was one hundred percent for Japan, -

(3) Inan 1nterv1ew with an agent of the FBI, October 14,
1942 KURIHARA freely stated that he felt very bitter toward the
United States; that his sympathies are for Japan, and that in his
opinion Japan has already'won the war. g

(2) KURIHARA was chairman of ‘the Commlttee of Five who were
intermedlarles in settling the riot of December 5-6, 1942, ard is
believed to have been a leader of the group which was behind the
disturbance. ; : : ,

‘c. KOZO "FRED" OGURA.

. (1) OGURA was born and educated in Japan and has been reported’
- to this office as one-of the leaders of a subvers1ve group seeking
" to gain control of the relocatlon project.

PRGOS

(2) He was teken into military custody after partlclpatlng
in the riot at Manzanar, December 5-6, 1942,
£ SHIGETOSHI TATEISHI. .., .’j":

-

o

S £ Durlng the seditious K1be1 meetxng, July 8, 1942 ‘at
Manzenar, TATEISHI delivered a speech in which he stated that he
had "Yamato Demashii" (Japanese national spirlt) and that ~Americen
cltlzenshlp rights are velueless, .

(2) TATEISEI has been reported by confidential informants :
of this office as one of the leaders of subver31ve activities at -
Mhnzanar.

(3) TATLISHI was taken 1nto mllltary custody after pérticl-
pating in the riot, December 5-6, 1942 and jailed at Lone Pine,
Cal1forn1a. - ; : :

.. &

e. EARRY UENO.

(1) UENO has been reported to be a troublemaker and responsible
for much of the unrest in the relocation project, and to be very
outspoken in his symnnth;es toward Japan., EHe is said 4o have
made the statements, "Of course, this is a race var, TWe're all

Japanese, We've got to reslize that. This is no democracy, it
never has been cee."

(2) UENO was jailed as a suspect after the beating of FRED
TAYAYA which precipitated the riot at lManzanar, and was later
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removed to the Inyo ConntyVJeil, Independenee, California.-

_1;._' BOB MATSUDA. X & I et g *

[ B

(1) MATSUDA is reported to be & troublemaker ‘and to be
essociated with the Terminal .Island Yogores and the Los Angeles
Dunbar geng, both of which have caused unrest in the relocetion
project. He is reported to have had & local pollce record and to
have been in the Preston Reformatory.~5 P :

(2) MATSUDA is said to have egged on" TOSHI ARASHI to atteck
two members of the Man,enar Free Press staff in August, 1942,

o Ly

2, The following Japanese residents of COLORADO RIVER WAR RELCCATION
PROJECT have been recommended for segregatlon because of their subversivs
recordsz:

a. UMETARO HARA. S id g
B /—_ 5 - £ g Hpnte iy ST A <R . ) £

“ (1) HARA was a member of Hokubei Butoku Kai (Military Virtue
Society of North America), a highly nationalistic orgenization
formed to teach the Japanese mllltary virtues" to young Jepanese
boys. : Gy o :

B SRl G LWk e
.7 7 Ty o

RO ¢ ) recelved a medal frcm ﬁhe Japanese Ccnsulate for hls
long re51dence in the Unlted Stetes.‘i' x5 RIS

o= {8): He made contrlbutlons to. the Japanese Army endrpossessed
' $1,500.C0 worth of Japanese Steel Company stock.

(4) A seerch of his premises, February 13, 1942, revealed
contraband flashllghts and photographlc develop;ng equlpment.

(5) Paroled from Fort Llncoln, North Dakota.

b. FAZUMA MATSUKOTO.

(1) MATSUMOTO was a member of Sakura Kai (Cherry Association),
a branch of Heimusha Kai (Japanese Military Conscripts Association)
which was organized by Lt. Commander I, OHTANI, I.J.N., Japanese
espicnege agent, Sekura Fel was a sponsor for the activities of
Keigun Kyokai (Navy Leegue) which engaged in naval espiocnege for
Jepan.
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e (s of I, 1-15-43, re Japenese Suspects at MANZALAR & COLO. RIV. Progects,
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_HATSUMOTO s reported to-‘have been a member of thé
; f: kg

S 3 "'(3):"' Has.’openly decle.red-hls 1ntentz.on to return to Japan‘ ,a.t
he close of the wa.r :

: .SUZUKIL has 'been reportéd to thls offlce as.a troublemaker and
undesu'a.ble in ‘the relocatlon progect. He 1s a Klbel, and-'vras a~
leader in the s»rlke at Poston, November ; '

or ! 'Japa.nese';-‘l
'_apa.nese propaganda and. fr
;Japanes ‘ Mlmstry o 'Edu'c‘é{miin. ek

:
- of “the J_apa.ne e Associatlon-
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