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Samuel D. lenin
counselor at law
ernest & cranmer building
Denver, Colorado
keystone 7509
zpne 2

March 14, 1944

Mr. Kiyoshi Okamoto
22-8-B
Heart Mountian, Wyoming

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge your letter of March 10,
wherein you inquire regarding the letters I have sent
to the Department of Justice and the War Department
relative to the status of Amerieans of Japanese descent.

I am enclosing copies of letters received,and you will
note in the letter from the War Department, the writer in
great detail explains the reason for the War Department
requiring Japanese Ameriscans to be put in specifiec units.
That letter is self-explanatory. The letter from the fept.
of Justice, in my Judgment, to some extent evades the entire i
issue. However, it states that the government's position is expresse
in a brief filed with the 9th Cireuit Court of Appeals in
San Francisco, and I am accordingly requesting that they
send me a copy of said brief.

I note in your letter that several members of your
orzanization have violated the law by refusing to comply
with the orders of the local draft board. This conduct
in my judgement is mo$t reprehensible in view of the fact
that I very carefully explained to you that I was only
representing your group because I felt &hat possibly some
injustice might have been dons them, but I emphasized
most strongly that I expected all of you to comply with
the law in all respects. This you have not done, and I
am unable at this time to continue to advise you regarding
any further activities of your group, as I do not intend
to be a party to advising those who violate the law.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel D. Menin
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Wery clear to i1im that he was not to write anything, nor jto say.

Frank Imi
9 - 21 - 3
Heaurt ilt., Wyo.

April 21, 1944

Deur Oksmoto,

: ”
: neclieved your letter of the 18th thru Kuma toduy. Also
received your telegram yesterday April 20th., Received your regeistered
letter of April 11 on April 15th. llave also received two post cards
ferom you to dste, I'lm glsd you snd SANM &Be okay, Tell SBum of this
letter, Also that I may not be sblo to write to him as much as I
would like ss I sm pretty busy corresponding with others.
About your telegrum, it come a day late. Ve “had alresdy
discuussed the matter of sending the 600 fees und $2560 for expenses
nt o steaering committec meeting and. had wired I, the money the day
before yvur wire crrived. The majority of the members thought that
we had best send him half of his fees (6U0) because he too may not
know just how ve stsnd finsneially snd may be slightly vorried about
wihethor we had the naecessury money to poy him or note This should
1nov eliminste that doubt in Monin's mind if there vwas such., Ve ulso
requegted thut he come down to Henrt iit. to have s thorough dis-
cussion nd vinderst iding cbout everything connected wigh the case.
‘e should hecr [r un iim in a few dsys as to his coming snd the day
th»t he oxpedts to s:rive, -
rAbout the morale of the fellows in Jjuil. From their
letters, it seems very good. Ve have held one meeting since you Gnd
San were pulled awesy. At that meeting we assured the memvors sn
Jthers thst the FrC was going right shead in its fight for  justic®)
and falr play mnd that there wus no. need of pevple getting thb-ideﬁﬁxx
loto their hegds thut wexm were going to disband ,just because two. -
lesiders were rlemuved., The night of the sumo day you fellows got N
taken away and Min snd I were in the guardhouse', the ¥PC had &' - ;
meeting snd evieryone got quite excited so I heard. Paul especially
20t "cold feet" and told everyone that the FPC was going to bresk
up snd stsrted buining the list of nsmes and some other pupers right
-t the meeting., . Kubota gut quite ¢xeited tov. Also lirs Ishikawa
aad some otherge They got quite h, stericul sund started to bawl,
Well, right afteyw we got out of the gusrdhouse, we hold an open .
meeting ot the Lillock 22 messhpll and resssured the publie that there
wagn't any inten;tion of bre«iing up or snything., I don't believe it
is necessary to ‘hold tvo many meetings at present as the msin thing
is the msttor oﬁ contact with Me snd others. . Of course we must have
an open meeting leveryso often to keep tho members informed of ourx
nrogresss Algo 'such things as money matters and fees ete. Any
news or Ltems whilch is better kept .just to ourselves for the time
being vie ‘naturaliy don't mention st those open meetings. iost uf the
work ig be ing chrried on by the steering committee., -ie gre  ignoring
Puul quite obviuvmsely snd he does not seem tuv 1like it any tuo much
but tg/us he is(more a lisbilii, then an asset st pregent. 4ilsd, he
hud o/ liesr ing with fobettson o few dsys sfter you and sam. got pulléd
snd At seems like he did a lot of talking ubout the FPC.. Xay an? I
bluntly seoused him of "squelehing". on us and trying to §uve hiﬁé:wn

neek., He just \kind of squirmed snd. evaded the questions, .\e 1&gy it
any thing

“labout  the #BC 4i1tuowt express approvdul Lo phe_stepriﬁg,cpmmigéoe.

[He is reully s SAD man.itaW. - le tried 't go out, to denver on in éfinito-
/His wife has sflready gune. .Thb'unly’rpusdn“hé}ig:Btill{hp“f@ﬁisﬁ
beenuse he ig'igtill on the gtop list;_gkhknluo-miatﬁke‘nbuﬁt.;tybkieo
Paul wis x "goiined" snd shitting green apyples the night we werg &ll
pulled ine « 'T'Nldnk most evexryone, knows his true“colorg‘by-qdﬁﬁ.;
. T¥ere has ‘heen no calls for pee-ifiduction physigpls for
the past ‘couple LI weeks bgt,they,havegstarxedﬁggaiq;with_tw@; o five
schedulod to go,this poning Sundsy, AJril 28.' Will Tet you kiNoy how
many id dCli]‘l(iﬂU() 't[t“:\ o ! | 3 ' J o ‘ ; ‘ v Y y :‘ ; 'J'1 " \\‘! N 3
' - This_.last heek;thcnewwusfapmovemcnt,pypphﬁly initijated
by the Sentinel s diltor’ Kewsd taru Vs sugge gtion. pvhq;gby‘ thq-Cou\mmuty
Coutieil, the’wsiiiloud einirgh orgenizstion, -the bloek mirsgers, &n
the Sentinel woiilld 'send vne -or  twor Yeprpsentativts 'to’ the boys in the
various juills' o Wry-ond ke then reconsidler aﬁdwﬁukdqphqiripfu sicul
exsmg, - UWhen tﬁecﬁvuﬁqil4mén,br0ugnt thet suggestion’ te the blofks,
there was quite a %Oow sbout it by the block residéents somk st 'the
moment thére‘iéiﬁj&hing‘heffniﬁe,abOGx3tbi@ﬂiqtqgthhg;r-bragigé1 idea.
; ‘ R _v'_\ F ., ) SR ""‘. ’v_“ ».‘: P LR ; 3 & . .‘:.\,, “v’ .| : :
5 oy S gSad ae S d e | i iy
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//::? Novertheless, I don't. think that thoro is nothing to worxy abOut frum

e

.1..00 lvg:d the airns .Ll
Bt 000 i i letter ud \
11 @wows I hope this will pit“i‘é“.\}’%d So iy wife today/l I have them

that angle as those who are in jall are quite detarminﬂéﬁdqa are ‘singere
abou s#their stand. " et ek

i ol I have sent both of ny hoarings (00pieahgz‘mMangnzand
to ‘the ACLU, I will send you copies under separatd cover. - Mbnin'é
thought about that heuring was that he thought Robertson was Ver
highhunded. ' hio

Did you receive the batch of ueurt Mt. Sentinel'a X sent

to you about a week ago? You've probably read the article sbout the
ACLU's answer to you, They sure are propagandizing on that, I wonder
if the ACLU authorized them to publish it. Maybe you can cheok up on
th&t « '

hogaruing your continued ohuirmanship of the EPC the
members of the steering committee mnanmimously agreed. to it.‘,oinoe
gome times it 1s necoessary to state. in what capsclity wé &ar8 writiig
to some persons, Min Tumesa has been -more or less in the capascity of
acting chairman at present, BSo far, the only ocoasion in which we
had to correspond with Min in that papasoity wes when we sent a resodution
to James Omura of the Hoeky Shimpo sbsolving him of any blame, or
responsibility in connection with the actions of. the FPC or: any .of its
membere in regsards to the Selective, Service law ox any other law’ or
laws of the. United Stutes. He, James Omura, specifically requested such
an resclution As pressure was being brought ¢n him snd suchorganizations
as the JACL wsa accusing him of sedition and he also gtated that he
wag quite certain that the FBI was watching ubis movemfontse. In his
lotest letter to me (April 17) he stated thatypbserved symptuns that
lesd him to believe that some sction was being contemplated ugalnst him,
And today April 22 the Heart lt. Sentinel carried a news item .stating
that Jomes Omyra was discharged from the LKocky ! Shimpo. 50 hhere gods
snother ehampion of the piueis fight for their ripghts. It is too bad
that ¥$ had to lappen. I can't help but feel that his strong fearless
suppoyt of the FPC was the main reason of his ousting. = leverthele 8,
this ‘ghould meke everyone who hus ony singerity and oourage in this,
fisht for Jjustice more determined than ever to see this battle to the:
fiyish, The stéeriing committee with the exception of Paul is uniiied.
1%01 18 superfluovus, He don't count nohow,

All corrospondence with Menin and the ACDU has been
ohrritd on in Min's nome. He snd I usually draft all the letters of
JLommhnioutaon exoept when something importsnt is at hand, then we

et the steering committee togedher snd draft 1t. We have boen pursueing

/[y £ policy of letting tlhie members who have leave clearsnce and are in no
/ immediste dunger of being shipped off to Tule stsnd in front and take

churpe of open meetings and other matters where the public eye may be
ong thems Ag you know I heven't had leave cleoaracne for over one year
now snd I still don't have it so we thought the wisest course would
be to stay behind the scenes as much as possible and do the work., Don't
pet we wrongy I am not ofraid of being taken in but I fear what the
consequences would be if we all pgot teken unway and guys like Paul or
some ot pru.of is color should dominate the committee. ilthough the
fellows who are in the steering committee st present are all quite
., straifht.and singere snd I Lelieve they have the coursge. Paul, I
i have always felt, is not st all sincere. Ve keep the steering oomnittee
ut‘agput twolve memberu.
: By the way, dves the Booky Shimpo go to Tule Lpke? If it
does, try and get ahold of them and there muy be some news in it sbout
tﬁe*§?0"w'1eﬁ mey “helofdrnewtovvoue - I#don't know just what polisy they
“sreigolng to tLaoke now that James Omurs is out. I doubt whether they
wilﬂ support ouvr stand., What do you suggest in this matter? - for

i thm ime being I'll send in sn srticle or two and feel them uut.. :
“~ Gordon Hirabayashi wus in camp for sbout & week. "'Three

othor buys snd I had a long tulk with him, le is a 6 unsciencious
obe‘tor. Al®o he stated tnut he is not evin going to the C,0, Work
csfip, /lle said he will probably be pilcked up soon a8 a draft deliiquent
std Yyesnted ns such., He understands our position and respects the
fellofvs in it who sre sincere sbout all this., le told us about nhis case
*mld goid thaet he thought that unless the attornef ean find some legal
ophole, that at lenst in thelowdr court we probably did not have very

ucl chnnce of winning. lis 1dos was that whether vie won the legul

150 not, if the boys po thru with it to the last, it would 'do much
[for ! tho nlSGiS cause. lle felt thut the legsl end w,s not eve. ythlng.
;AL in 6ll, he was very fair minded asbout all this and’one thina, he
deu;ured the ma mer in which the JACL znd the uentlnel was denopncing

| $a ppc bouys in Juil and the FrC for their stuand.

Well, thsts all for now, I'1l write agalfn, Oh Yes; 1 JUSt

Us 1! ll send it, /(::Js l’lﬂ&(mﬁito.
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~iyoshj Okemoto
5604-D
Newel, Calif.
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liay 9th, 1944 rg
Dear Fellow llembers: \

/
2. ~C

/ A

Ji'
2y the time this reaches you, the position of tke Soys \‘
shall heve been decided. I hcove you will not lose courage even though\{
the judge should rake an adverse decision. The fight is only be- b
ginning. apreal and go as far as the Supreme Court. That is where /§T
tYe ultimate answer will come from. They dere not creak the Consti=- é

Ay

S
tution into scraps of vaper there. The fair Play Committee was :
organized to vindicate the justice of our vosition in accordance
with tre ideels and princivles of the Constitution. e are bound .? N
to win out. The American Public will support and justify our stand | v
when our position becomes better acqueainted. You are revresenting . 5*.5"
the good element of the Hisseis...honest, straightforward and loyal

VCM LAy

to the basic principles that motivated the Constitution, the Bill 2 21
of Rights, the Revolutiocnary dar, the Proclamation for the emanci- 1%
vation of slavery and, the ideals that built this Country into a “\‘
great democratic Nation. Your stend is a fight to prevent this \

Country from falling into a Bureaucratic Dictatorship. The majority
cannot see this for they are blinded by propaganda. Sut, the eyes
of the Public are begining to open. (See Gerenral ilacirthurs letter.)

}
N\
The Zoys that are in jail ...I hope they will understand %
and cooperate. #lso, I hope the members of their families will un- e
derstand too. Low is not the time to think of luxarles and versonal
adventages. We are fighting for a BIG PRINCIPLE. Becaugse of that, Y—
&ﬂ-%/’

I ask you to remember ! ONE FOR aLL AND ALL EQR ONIL"
aq Sermced [

f

A=)

) DL >t M}W %W %;
g, ﬂ”ny ,ZZiou may havénbeen‘g;scouraged by ir. Baldwin's letfer & o

me. He used the exprescion..."You fellows have a strong moral case".
Do not forget this. It means deeper than what the Sentinel tried

to tell you. In interpreting it, rember that ideals and principles
are built on morals. That is how the Constitution and the Bill of
ngkts came into being. Liorel &deals and principles have built
Civilization progrecsively. We may lose today but, morality and
justice will always win out. Sanity will re- enter the minds of
america, Then, they will rezlize their mistekes and injustices of
their hysteria.

The following is important. You know that Jimmy Omura

has lost his job. You also may know the reason. I feel greatly

resvonsible for his vosition and, would like to help out. Ee =rants

to clear his neme aganst the various charges brought aganst him

bty trhe Sentinel and the Pacific Citizen. also, he may want to

try court oroceedings. For these reasons, I ask you to memm

(a)eee .. ask the family members of those in jails to write to them
not to be afraid to sign the affidavit that Jimmy's
lawyers or friend may ask them to sigW. This affidavit
will say that the signees absolve J.l.Omurza from any and
all responsibilities and bleme for goink to jail. deither
is jimmy a member or high shot etc. The|affidagit will
be prepared by his friends or lawyers.tb that effect.

‘}¢Z7 anst praitii



% SR As you know, Jimmy was not eerning very much.HBis job

was his means of a livlihood. I do not think he has nmuch

roney and Denver is an expensive place to live in without

a job. Fecauce of this, I am wondering if you will not

help him out by paying his innitial expense of any court

trial he may enter. I think he wants to sue the JACL etec.

The amount will not be so much...about two or three hundred.
I wrote him that you probably will be zglad to

do so provided he got his lawyers to agree on a contin-

cent basis. It is the filing fees that Jimmy may not have.

and, the lawyers may want it first.fnstea% dltglng out

E AT iy s el Y XSy

(c) 4€ above said...his career is busted and, { am afreid he
is not 4rained for other jobs. On the other hand, I think
we need outside contact to help us. Our job will grow
and, we must have someone we could place confidence and
trust. By his actions so far, I hope you know how far
you could rely upon him. Do you think it advisable to
ask him to represent us in other contacts ?

Flease consider the foregoing and advise me.

As to M....ask him to appeal if necessary. &4lso, ask
him if it is possible to sue for an INJUNCTICL aganst
Stimson ®te until after the clarification or settlement
of the Boys case. This could be for the members only
but, leave this open to all who choose.

not
I understand other grouvns are interested.|If convienient,
refer them to me. The reason...l think itAadviseble to
heve too meany conflicting bpinions. They should centra-
lize and incorporate with your group. Sometimes, mis-
takes are made from a difference of intervretation cf
little thoughts , ideals or vorinciples.

Also, in imvortant matters, have M consult me for final
decision.

Sam and I have been busy with the FBI the past few days. I was not
able to give full information since I am not well acquainted but,
Sam told him what he wanted to know. Looks as if Robertson is try-
ing to pvin subversive activities and sedition agenst us.

I ar in touch with the San francisco brench of tv= LCLU,.
Be good idea for you to have his address....ir. Ernest 3331g Director
Northern Calif. &.C.L.U.; 216 Pine Street; San Francisco, Calif.
They are meeting on the IIth to consider tbe merits of my case.
4ill let you know of the outcome. In any event, do not worry over
us yet. Want to see you folks settled first.
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Dear Okexoto, SE RO Y

.v- i

Am taking this opportunity of sendmg yquf this lc.,t 3 - t ru a

 friend of nine who is going to Tule Lake. Have receivsd all

of ydurs and 8ams letters so far.: Don't Laelgeve all trat the
FBI sa ys. They questioned me and ¥in an’ Ben and Paul last
ponth and they try: . to bluff us by saying tmagS, that aren't so

“and ascting: like they know all about it. Such- as, they «tried to

tell npe that they tmew .that I Vice Presideant of —the FBC atc, ¢
So don't let them hook yow and Sar by . EUChH n,at ods. wThey are
all (FBI) tryingcto £ind outaiike hell who wroie those bulletins
and who printed: ther etc. -~d¥e all told ther that we dontt imow,

. We said that it wasithe whole. nenoars. who wade -upr whal goes into

the bulletins so thrat there wasn't any one or fow persons who
is res-onsinle for ther e -They tried to pinm those t- ings on you

" too but we just said that we d;dn'h«t‘xd.nl: you had anything to

do with them, Thers isNOTHEING, THAT ANY OF US. HA¥E SAID. THAT IN
mz m‘ TIAT INCRIMINATES YU ROGARDLASS OF ViR TUH FBL TRIWS

. IO TELL ¥0UJ 80 teep that in quind sif you -have ary-future

A 2al ~ que *stimlinga ~cThe only thing -is what ;r’a.ulvearidj to el e

don't ‘know weat he said.but he Sure was :86ared out af)ur, nis

y 22m - hearing and A 1l he h&snbumytrym LG do ,Ls %o, gat Quﬁ,,of the

3 ;-canp and relocate, but ke is still on the stop list £ohe 1is
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<sjust shit out of Jucite —,:Nowadays, he, &ellﬂnanyon% m@.cqx es to

: him for any -infernation-about -what is going.on apout the lawser
‘and_cther tnings welated %o the FPCy he $elkts swerybody.trat

he has nothing toda with the BPC Wr_or@. L 1 do,;!tr cxre about
~thot part “just -sc signg as he don!t ;try :to cqueal sto gat leave
_clearance. -Buty just-im case he £sy zeb ﬁucéaid@as 5 We had a
talk with -him a’xd ctold -him in effeet that £ we . were . all in this
togather so rifhe was gcing -to 8y jany funny stunis, . ¥ %as in
it a litt.e degper: thaxnthe rest gL us:so -hear ’ck;a&; g ~3is rind,

- So'I don't think ha willtry. -anything -like thate o 1-7

. As you xay 4now dy mowy eleven more guys got staken in by

*tne rarssgl mnd inciuded im thay huneh was M¥in and Bex;. — There

i

. are 63 .guys amcam»mqin:muw}.z al 31 wc

¥enin's been asking for nore nQReY. Lgsfﬁhm,gﬁoﬁ all he
- tdlks -avout. Me've "already .paid Jrin-%30Q -retaingr fee, pius
5 #6800 advancs on -bis iflees Fon defend ing. ;they and sfor expense
. poney. That was sfor the rir:tmqwglve Doy $e  -But-¥e mede hip
cmrdown to .Hoant ountain to ;arnagge -for. the f‘ma_e of all
the 6% boys. -His orizinal sa ‘rrangement #a&3 to dafnnd tihe first
twelve -boys at -2-$100 epiece which was too ruchy -A.nysayg, he
‘wants another $1000 dollars to defand sthe whale bumghe -That
will uake the total faes-mot including tha vesainer .-feey 31600
to defend the whole bunch. - -Alsoy he has %o et an attopney

- Ir m Cheyenne -to dmfmngt woric with-him ﬂieb will cost anotier

» minipue fee-of $35Q and $50 dollars a gay ‘after -the first five
~days of +the tyicl.  The trial rvill-be on June 1l undr- if. will

- be-a diredt trial and not -a rjury -trials The mmle ‘ounch will

- be tried togather, - A-joint trial, - Hennin SAy S that -4f he f{zels
an apieal is justified, he will meke-en apy@al. e told hin
tiat we want .to -appeal regardlessy but he sounds-like if there
i3 ng growads Jdor apreal, othat qtrm't be possible. niEverybody
is sure disgusted with lenin oug what the hell can we do., He's
got us by the-nuts.-and he kmows it., Therefore, we ca not c ane
hir now so we are n2gotiating with 1ix to nake tre best deal
pos-ible for us and go ahcad with the trial. What dc you



'ah dva d

sugg=2st as to the apreal., %We are k ‘eping the ACLU informed of
develpprents ineluding our nagot‘ ons with kenin, " Forster
has written us twice saying that Xenin was not justifisd in
asking so durwy much for the ¢zses and’ that $40C0O should:covar
tho eoat’ of the case clear up to the Surrra Court very easily.
This way, 1t will odst alvost $3000 %o finish triss rfirst trial
alone, ‘{’e want lenin. to file the notlces of apveal:alter this
© f1rst trial-and then ask the ACLU to take over the appeal cace
“or if they will not do'that, to have then recommeid: one ©f
their attorneys to handle the case and we will pay nis fees,
Menin ras assured us.’that we are buckinz.a stone wall as fa T
as our winning “this case .goes.  Meuin dees not like the ACLU.
Tn fact, beca use he wes asking too darm much, we showed hin the
letters f'ron ACLYY saying that he was asking too darn nuch Tha ¢
kind of %oned hil down & Tittle, -~ 7 J

’ Well; I Tust s%op now Okis, ©~ I've got ta go to work °s

T 21 an hour late already and ygsterday ‘T had gignt wvito th
. goddap foreran and’ told Wim to go %o hell. Mayb- Tfll be ;’11
lookins’ for another Job. * Right now tliere 2ain't a helluva lot
of guys- Yeft in the steering, but we are adding to 1t the best
we'can , but only after each srber. 15 found reliable.. A lso,
in connection witly our Tnegotiations with the attornsy and other
“relat=d natters, we have asked four of five sensidle “parenss of
the boys-in jail €o ‘sit -in With us ‘and we discuss tire vatters
© with t'sir, © -They ‘ard ail very level headed ‘and ‘are dot EALLAD

- axcitable liké s ‘me g0 ” ‘wey jaye wvary valumble im talking things
‘over with, ‘Alsts, “the "ACLY, ‘after reading eoplesof ny leave
clearance Nearings and t‘ho other ‘hearing of Ly ‘ga te. crash, they
© aaked me if:'T wanted tiem to ‘take out a wriltiofhebeas corpus as 3
~if so, to ‘send ctlier &V ° heresinfomesation Eb ub Iy past and
‘- about’ “what I wed doidg ‘end ¥y background( ; I _sent it to ther,
“but also explained that A much as I would like to bave then
‘take out e Writ Toridyp at present we rust direct. all our =fforts
for the boys ‘who -ar@’waitingtrial 'so Tavould ‘prefer If they would
- 'do it ‘a 't “some latercdate aqr in tasecl should be shipred to

" Tule Lake avainst 1y wllly ‘Do'youthinkg that it was ekay. Ais
you «now it is of ‘ohoutmdt mportme to‘he;p t.he boys who are
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T -have also enclosed a W ar a Tet Vevgeoorge Ishixkawa

- sent pe frorp hig /Jail Wt Tasper. 2> It was so good of a letter

' as 1t expréssed The feelings of the Boys “in jall that T uade

coples of 1t and ‘sent 1t “to ‘the Detmarv?ost, The R ‘oeky kountein
Naws, The R oeky ‘Shimpe and "to the ‘Pacific Citizen. s AlY in thde
letzers 30 the editor edlumnh,  Bo fTar none has pebiisned it and

T doubt tiat they wiIl because it will bring out tie truth of

- the sitdyation to the publia, - 'But 1n case Mneone of tm s ould
p'ublish 1€, I Will 19t you -know, ~/ui- 27
: T Eust go row, sSo as soon as' ya\x get rrds le'tter, piease
Jet e lmow. Also, @3 to what you thing about the whole thingl.
- So far I am still sa fé altnough ‘T have bden warned by the guys
“imjail -that the FBI dre #@sking ailet of quastlons about re.
- They can askf till hell frdezes over for all i glve @ dapn as

I mow I ar in the yight, - -
g Please ‘show this letter to Sam and teIl hip tiat I ar
. g‘oddan' buc'y tiat T cnnnet write to him as aften as I would 1ik

4 "30 Long--—--n-an! e

G . . 3 o T Gy ‘\,., &
. { : )



Kiyoski Okamoto
5604-D
Tulle lake, Calif.

Illr, BHenry HEigashi Mgy 29th, 1944
30-24-1
Eeart l.ountain, .yo.

Dear ilr. Eigashi,
I have not been to the address you kindly sent me...yet.

The recsON....ry mind is not settled. host of the time nm it is
wendering back and fortl between Heart lountein, Cody, Cheyenne,
Cacpar and Tulle Lake. So, though my bedy is rere, often tires

I do not realize thet I am here in Tulle. Besides, Yrave been
occupied with building uv contact for future reference...to be
ready for whet may core. I thenk you for your trougrtfulness
however. ¥ill try to visit them soon.

I have noticed in tre Sentinel of ten secret indict-
ments. Well, it is 0K I think.

I think T will need some money soon. Jill you ask the
boys if trey cen spere a hundred dollars ? I will not keep any
record. They will have to trust me.

Iseru Forino and I have been visited by the FBI ttrree
times, It ic not so bad. Sore one is trying to cook up a stew,
Lonke 1like Zobertson is trying to save his farce and his job.

The both of us are well in tody. «1so in trhe mind too.
o, nothing to worry. Horino is wondering when he will eo back
o Ueert liountain. Ix have told bim right as well bt meke un
ig rind to stey for tre dueation. Only luck will take us back.
e feel lonely sonetimes though. Tell Kubota san to keevo healthy.

Tris is net a bad nlece. I sleev well and eet better.

hgain....thank you
vincerely
]
Yiyos FUWano

W Haeks

IC o & — L.
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reer dair rflay <crmittee

I read the transcrintions with interest. slso, the

notations. I believe things a-e nct so vad even if we shcould

te called. Sam is the only one thet has adritted. Fferhays

Paul toc. Zut Sams vart is not Adangerous since he thas sheuldered
the resronsibilities in all whet he has sezid. 4s far as I am con
carneﬁ, 1 4o nof know nr rererber. The accusations rade by the
Jobu, ~ob°rt°on s meesenger boy eand Lonerurad to the FEI are all
nunk so I cen =asily tear trem avert. Ies, I know you folks do
not rererber or know anything. It is CE. Give my regards to all.

a8 to the reactions of the icoys and the families con-
cerned towards «enin....: ar afraid trey are influenced by ex-
ternal annearances. They have not gone into the fundamentals
to analyze his arguments. fou know theatricalism in criminal
cases will influence juries and judges at times. -ut, in such
cases as yours, reason end logic is mandatory. ssvecially so
because you are taking a voustitutionel stand. sickering end
emall tactics ia your triel is avt to alienate the Judge...no
matter bow hard he fights. sennin may oe sincere and figrting

hard but....you went to consider the otrer fectors. <These are
kis finencial attitude: his versonzlity in the Court room;
ris reasoning and logic; the breadth eand scope of the issues he

envisions etc.

ags I menticned before, he is & Jew. as such he would

be useful in conjunction with Zevresentative from vew York...
Larantonio in rre 2senting the cese before a Jewish Judge. Eut,
I think the ovresent rresi‘entiel election is going to take a
different turn. If so, Jews will te be anathema to the Fublic.

and you do not want to orejudice the rublic agenust you.

Reading the transcrints... *+ do not sece any voint

or issue reised by 4 unless it te the classification. It is

a good voint ©but it does not seem to ze as of Tonstitutional
megnitude. It will serve for an avpeal cut, I thinz you will

have a better chance by esking for a J.CLaRaTIVA VARDICT.

I exrleined +to you in a vrevious letter. I hbdve you got it.
I will revneat here anyway....'sask the Court if tre issue in-

volved 4id not FIRST CONSTITUTE A JOnSTITUTICHNAL ISSUB,."

I mould not intimate this to iennin for thke idea belongs to
gnotrer set of lawye”s. It =mould not be ethical. Zesides, it
would vlace me in bad. ;

Thes roint seem to me as & rezl iss

s . & 3 \ : s
ecredit to the brains that thought of it. Ths
b rains you folks should hire...vig brains and

ue. fou must give
the kind of

-



as to the J2ivil Liverties...l believe trey will not be
erested as long as ¥ handles it. his %oint is not big enough
, 88 you should know, they do not tackle snything unless ttey
of Constitutional magnitude.

nt
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Eowmever, if you take the attitude of a Constitutionel
ue then, they will cooperate at least if not hendle it them-
ves.
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I am ouite sure t*ey are observing trke trend. aAnother
thing...trey mey not narticivnete »ight now but I am sure they
mill be interested by the time it r=2ach the Suvpreme Court. iy
nast observations of their metbode inclines me so.

Yeg, ack the vyarents and wives to forget iennins
2c0d looks, his wild utterances, and Court room treatricals and,
consider whether he brought our any vitel issues. If so, good
and well., as already said, there are sore lawyers that depend
on confusing the issues or rather...detracting attention from
tte issues to evternal mannerisms. “his inclines the rfublic into
a helief ke is a fighting lawyer .

fut no matter how fizvrting & lawyer is...it is useless
unless there is some brazins behind it. Juries are influenced
by this tactics. But all judges cennot be fooled. Zspeciall &s
you go to tre higher Courts. Thaet is why the judees in ttre
nizher courts are there....because they are not influenced by
1cud argurents and smell bickering but are cool and delve into
the reezsons and the logics of the vresentations.

I agree that the irmediate relatives should be

Yeg,
resronsible for tre finances. The.Fublic will gzet tired unless
those concerned immediately make a last ditch figkt. 4is it is...
tre members vaid only two dollars to save their necks...worth
the orice of a chicken's neck only. I am sure they will be gled

to help if they see you have come tn the last resources or
extremeties. It is good streztegy.

2y tre foregoing, i do not wish to influence either
. It is their interects that is concerned. I am submiting
ecause at this distance i seer to think I cen see ruch more
1ua_1y then those nearer at kome. ...nergsvective. You have to
ijust the lens into focus.

Gnod luck.

OKA~pTO



9-21-B
Heart Mountain

July 9, 1944

. - \
Dear Friend, (dokameTe

I received your letter okay. Regarding the
appreal of the sixty three boys, lenin is handling it for us.
At present he is trying to see if he can get the Circuit
Court Jjudges to okay consolddating the sixtry tkree boys
into one appeal case. That way, the appeal filing fee will
cost fifty dollars for the whole bunch. If the Circuilt
Court will not rermit the whole bunch to be consolidated
into one case, but would want each person's cese filed
separately, then it would cost fifty dollars epiece for
each of the sixty three boys or & total of $3150 for the
bunch Just ofr the filing fees slone besides the fees to
the attorneys and the exprenses, The fees that Menin wants
for himself and for his associate is 3500 dollers includind
expenses and everything except the filing fee. The parents
are willing to dish out the extra fifty apiece, but some
of us feel that it is foolish to appeal the whole bunch.

The boys who are in jall themselves say that it 1s okay by
them Jjust to appeal *two or three cases and let the others
ride. Whatever the decision of the appeals court, that
decision will NOT apply to the rest of them, but would apply
to any cases &arising since the time of the decision. The

boys all understand that part also. 8till, they feel that
they will be elgivle for parole in about & year therefcre

they would just &s soon stay in the Jjug for a year or more
because if they should be given a lighter sentence by the
Appeals Court, then they would be subject to the draft again
efter they serve their time. On the other hand if they are
sentenced for the three years and are paroled in one year,
then they will not be Bubject to the draft for another two
years. What 1s your opinion on this matter? The boys were
separeted into two groups. Thirty went to the Leavenworth
penitnetiary and thirty three went to licNeil Island penitentiary.
Eow do you like that? Even in punishment they are discriminated
by being sent to places where the ordinary white draft evaders
do not go. Helluva Justice ain't it. I thought they were
fighting this war for democracy, justide and human rights., =
Bullshit. 3

Menin told us that a Life magszine reporter
came to see him regarding the trial held at Cheyenne of the
sixty three boys from Heart Mt.. He said thet Life was going
to carry a story on it in one of their coming issues. Be
sure to get ahold of 1t when it does. laybe we'll get more
publicity out of the trial then we had hoped for.

By the way, did you receive the copies of the
Wyoming Eagle newspapers which I sent you via a third persop?



>

I have also enclosed cofies of a letter
recelved from the ACLU of Newy York and an item regarding
the Fujiil sedition case of Poston. I also received a
letter from the ACLU, by lir. Baldwin (Mr. Clifford Forster
is on his vacation) which copy I heve also enclosed. They
seem quite interested in the sedition case. IMuch more =o
than the draft evading cases. What do you think of the
FBI? Do you think they will be foolish enough to press
sedition charges against us. Actually there is nothing which
points to sedition in anything we have done or said anyway.

Urs Sylvia T, wrote to me reggrding another
attorney, a lr, Taul Yatanbe of Denver whom she rBcommends
very highly. Do you know him? Also what do you think of
the next groups who will be pulled in for failing to report
for their physicals. There is another fifteen or more guys
who bucked it and are weaiting to be put on the"honor roll".

Is is advisable to retein an attorneg for them. Of course

i1t depends on them whether they want one or not, but seeing
that thelrs 1s the same case as the sixty three, it seems

that it wouldn't make a hell of a lot of difference whether
they had a private attorney to defend them or not. Especially
since the former boys got three years anyway. Did you know
that the boys who bucked at the Amache center (Denver) said
thet they wanted to expatriate and to hell with this country
etc. at their fhrial, yet the judge only geve those guys from
10 monthes to 18 monthes. What a difference from the sentence
the Heart Mt. boys got. Ilenin defended the Amache boys also.
Sure seems screwy. I guess Judge Kennedy of Cheyenne is one
of those Jap-haters.

8 Well, until next time so long. Give my
regards to Sam and tell him to take it easy.

Frank



ir. frank 2mi

¥r, Clifford forster of the Jew Yokk a.C.L.U. has asked
me if you are denied leave clearance. #ill you write the answer
to him. This gquestion is the result of your trenscriot wrich
I sent him.

‘hey are interected in finding a tmmmr subject qualifie
to test #Ra methods of irterpreting loyalty etec.

Have heard from both the wew {ork and Sen rraiciseo
aClU. They are not certain about Horino end I as qualified
to stand a test trial. They are investigating.

How did the Cheyenne case develove ? Understand something
about grand jury. NYat is it about ? How far has things de-
veloved ? dhat is L's opresent attitude. anything develovoing ?

The test case they have in mind will bear sifnificance
to the extent of placing a curb on WRA carelecsness in in-
dicting free ovinion and activities.

am very much interested to know of any dleatlsfaution
c omrlaints ete about the nrogress of what you have been
doing ....the #EC, to date. That would give me an indication
0f where to put the fingers if I amr to be of any help. wothineg
can be done if all are 3atlsf19a....1eave sleeving dogs alone.

How muct of the vavers did Paul destroy ? I hope not
my notes and letters.

Sending you a few vages of random vnassages I have
vicked up. They may be of help to indicate direction.

Have been asked by the New York Cffice to join the
Crgenization as a member. San Francisco will also do the same
I guess. Do you think the oreanization ean stand it ? Per-
sonally, I think it would be wise to meintain contact that way.

Ww(. ?/go?arw ML ot ferectdtes
d; W/Ww
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Evytracts from'booklct

A

- Conscierce end tre Far putlisbed by tle aCLU

pertaining Civilian'?ublic”:orvioéJYhaf%{&ilian sgenay in the Leands

of religious orgcnization tc cere for eonceientious sbjectors. Ecss1b1y!

tre 5I Ecye vill be giver & ghciee to “Jeolin this FTCUD.

411 work of nstiomal irrortares under givilian direstiosh vrovi
for eorscientious objeetors ur tec Jaly 1943 kas teen er2anized through
the givilian opubtlie servize e=znpR directed Ly the top officivls of Se

ctive Servigs undsr arrangemsnt witp tre Batichal Service soard.
Co Hay ISth, 1943 there were 38 mork canmrs wi
4,612 men....211l odDjaaltsrs ou ;onsa}entious scg;plcs

3 5 2 , ' s By il Ee s

553 P e
o0 TN TN : v s *

ol ¥
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th a porulutiom of

ded

le-

e ¥

= g o4 3 T b s :
V- 30-30 par wonth.le = .

pays what he saun if anadle &0 pay tva gtivuleted emvunt. Yhose undcle

o pay sayt-ing are sunvnortad o7 ¥re raelizicus agens /el ove nemened)
goongoring thez~ fompe. No ccrmensation 18 naid higher than ¢7.50 per
mrnth for work parforned,

To show ta stringe ey under~ whiagh theve man suffer.. .lieuvt-le
franklin #He+eon e8id...

i.

Srom the iime an sosignee revorts to cemp until he iz [finelly .

relessed, re ig under cintrol ef tbe director of Selsctiva Service.
Ee camascst %o oo & free sgent and is eccountabls for all his ilme

e +oin ecmp anéd cut...%4 hours 3;§%§&§§135mb1§m¢n§§aQﬂnddct end sctions.

are subject tc centrol anc regule

Thece privillegeg crn € reatricted or withdrean vithout his soproval

.. .6 juat 1¥ke in & penitentisryl) o
He coecses to Yeve sertein righis aﬁﬁffisigr&nteg\priyillafesfinstead,flrf

k:
s g

or eousent ug punichment during emercsncies or, es & mattsr of poliey.
( such seew to boié true in #FA csros glso.) Le cesn be . tcld wleu Lo work

what to sear and where to & e2eer. e can be required to submit 1o -
medionl examimaticn and treatment end £ proctice rules of senitelicen
end reclth., ke may bLe mcved from plece t5 place and fror job to job,

evea to.foreien ecuntries for the arnvienienca of the gevernrent recard-
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lese of hie feelings or degires....( just like eleévery or ehuttlﬁi'eows

and pige.) The governrent p2puct se nggg;;ﬂ:$§g;3plg qi{fercnce,
: - il & ShE v-~f:.;§s;:'a*;",’ff'-,:"r;.;_;:f,g?»" T BAPAn

. ' v , e e £5 5% 52 e
Thece gonsecientious objectors m=y gent out to § rk on"detsoched =

W%

retain tie weges earncd. They reoeive only a smcll e¢ash allowanee... |

ap to $I5 per month. IThey receive meintenance and do not :
2 T pay § 30-35

service"...cuch as to farme and hosritsls. Trey 8re pot vermittad tgﬁ%‘

er month for sustenanee...for the p:;xillogiup;‘yqfkigg for mothing.
_ : Yo _ggy'hp.ggsigncd “from* & -
CPS...Civilian Pnblig,pquioqf§aqug,éggost_prg eets are mental ho]:é‘ﬂﬁi
y 1 A ¥

.,

Detached service .eover projects %o ieh . men

G ot

pitals; some are farm fabor: ®thsrs me,

to exveriment upon as they do rebbits amd guinea pigs for eany sort
of dkseases...undergoing untellable tortures. - e

Draft Boards make errors. !ie.AQLU hiii ihalfingid rany. They
have done this by (I) filing injumections %o restraim !

; | e ‘plomeering ‘experiments "’y
as guinea pigs. Pemmwbwpomtn hivewe “~The later sre subject to doactors

A cards from im-
ordering inductiom, (2) what is known as a writ of eertiorari to re-

o |

1

view decisions of boards, .(3)hebeas 'corpus proceedings to release men

from the ermy on the grounds ‘of imprepeér induetiom and;:( 4)habeas

eorpus before induction. 4n attempt has beemn made to set up errors‘inJ
elassifying a mem in IA as a defense aganst presecutions for refusing
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ACLQ teke different stand. The ter won in the Circuit Court of spreal
sn New Yoek in 1943, The Court clatmed...'the hearing officer of the
Department of Justice had errd in intervreting his beliefs by identi-
fging bim....(the defendant Randolph PhNlips.... with a non-pecifist
‘nareé » Y o' )

' 4 °Eff/i" g péang&ioh he had written was relesged fromt he army.

e

Judge Yankwigh of L.a, hold that a oonQ:{;n%ious ocbhjector need
not sacrifice his prineiples and enter the army before seeking a writ
of habesus cerpus or otker remedisl measures. This was his excumesmLC

reagson....lf it was otherwice, we would have an instunce of finality
of administrative action, which might leave a rerson at the mercy or

ceprice of a lay board, without the power t8 review its arbitrariness
abuses of authority,or, even lack of jurisdietion. Such a situation
would be inconsistent with the doctrine of lirited Soverignity, which
is at the basis of our Constitutional structure, and which postulates
the existenece 1in the individual of certzin rights whieh he can assért
agenst the soverign Power itself. 4nd perhaps the most fundementalof
righte these rights is the right of freedom of person, of which the
individual ecnnot be deprived even in time of war, except through mec hi ¢
nery which guarantees the fundementals of the due process of law,

(This also may be interpreted as applying to our eondition in the camps
...deprivation of rights, freedom and privilleges without due process.?

Next to Jehovah's 7itnesses who have been pulled into jails
for refusal to go to the induction is a group comvposed of Negro ioslems
. ..dohamedan converts. They elaim their religion forbid participation
in international wars. Most of them have refused to register even and
are thereby, prosecuted for non-registration. There are about I50 of them:

: Next comes snother group of conscientious objectors. Their member
ship is srowing fest. There about two hundred of them. They do not
clair on religious grounds or, do not elaim opposition to war to slove
¥Yords problems or are not ovposed to war in any form. Some are in prison
due to errors of the draft board

Others are those that have been prosecuted for refusing to work .
in CPS gemps or, for welking out of these escmps bec:use of objections .
to " made to work'”, military contrel, religious agspices, lack of pay
or requirement for self support...such as to nay 30-35 dollars to work
for the government for nothing.

A gmaller number are in n»risom for refusal to register.

Some objectors are serving second sentences for refusal to com-
ply with the law. Although other ex-convicts are elussified B 4F
and are not liable for service,violators of tre draft act are required
to comrly with the vrovisions of the law on vain of imprisonment.
Thig is what the above group did. They prefered to go beek %o jeils
rather then go into the army.or conform to the Selective Service law.
These sonstitutmi repeated imorisonment for the same offencse. This
is unconstitutional.



Jontinued 3

((L Thoge serving second terms have been sent to FYede ral prisons
and serve with the other prisomers without distinetion. (This should
not be so because they are not felons.) Their sentences run from one
year to the meximum of five yeurs provided in the act. Some judges
release them on-r probation on the ground of essential occupation.farm=-
ing could be one of them.

P liany in prison refuse to work or cooperate with the prison offi-

cisls. The administration have motwhmenmamimwim .been stumped. They

solved this problem of non-coovperation in the other far by giving trem
ratione and, letting them look after themselves in idleness. (Tris

is what the People in the Campe should have done in the beginning...

let the YRA eaery on it's obligaetions end resvonsibilities as a Social

Agency.)

1€ Conseierntibus objectors are subject to paroles after cerving
one third time of their sentences.

‘7 Special pareles are also arrunged for violators of the Selective
S.het It is intended to foree the prisoner to chenge his mind and, agree
to enter the army. They are generally for this purpose, quaranteed in
ijgolation or other mesns for thirty deys or so. By accenting this’
perole, it heewmm gives an ovening to the army to ivduct them right
away without any other exouse.

(¢ 4 srall number of objectors have entered the army from ignorance

¥

of thre methrods and procecdures. Also because of econfusion as to the
point to resist...refusel. Some have rmmprimd gone to the physieal
and reported at induetion Centers...thinking this was the place to
regist or object. They were grabbed.: A

The following are provisions made Dy the Army....application
may be made ongrounds of erroneous induetion or, for reclassification
Aprlication is made to the sommending officer who refers it to the
adjutant general who refers it to gelective service headquarters. The
later may then refer it to the loeal board. Only a few have succeeded

in being discharged by this means.

w A Negro refused to report for induction. Instead, he presented

himself to the distrioct attorney for prosecution. ( Internees have
no access to district attorneys. But, they have the Froject Director

or his project attorney.) This Negro did it in guch wice.. .He addre-
ssed a gommunicetion to the district attorney in whieh he said....

v | "Tnstead of reporting ‘into the US army today (Aughust 29, I942

-

as I have been instructed, I am reporting to your office.

I do so beceause 1 am refusing to serve in the army. I am not a
Pacifist, mor a ceonscientious objector on any religious grounds. I
am sirply a colored American who insist on his constituticnal rights
to cerve his eountry as a citizen unsegregated and unhumiliated by
jim erow army. I eannot fight to save demoeracy and uvhold the four
freedoms in any army practieing the most undemocrstic ruciel diserimi-
nation on the solored asitizens oft this gountry.

I should love to fight the enemies of the four free oms, the
Fascist-dazi-iirohito-a¥is and their dupes thrrughout he Yorld and
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continued ....4

gt hore. But I can fight them best b doing what I ean to vrectest the

policies of race discrimination which beset re ac a Citizen. I cannot
fight Faeism in an army where I am treated as an inferior Jitizen. I
eannot defend & Lemocraucy which denied me the elementary right of
fighting for it on the basis of equelity with my fellow citizens. e
peenm 7e have the duty of making our own democrecy in wer time square

with it's principle. I feel that to be my suverior duty to the cause
of demneratie liberty ande equality.

I reve arrived at my rosition not lightly. I am net & men whose
t emper leads him te publie rnotice.! would refrain from resisting if I
could. Yet, I cannet live with miself &nd yield one ground of principle
on whieh I stend, and for whieb I am prepared to take whatever conse-
quenceg come,

"en & domestie law confliots withram earlier treaty, the statuée
must be honored by the Courts. (This exposition hold true in our case.
Justice, equity, eivilized usage and Constitutional ideals grent that
the problems of the evacuation , paunerization ete.s sheould be setiled

justly and equitably to mntual satisfactiom before preposing a new
agreement. This new agreement is the induetion. The excuse is to
test loyalty. This is net the issue with us. Ne are fighting to test

the consitutionslity ofm the whole thing.)

® s 8000 800

26 7y may not the FPC file writ of injunection aéanst the Celective
Service Board aganst induetion of Interned Nissei until after & clari-

fication of their rights ang stat tes./@v X ; 7% - ‘ofcég
e @7_,.,}@ 2, 5o ke iy "
27 . We are eharged with disléyalty...trouble meder etc. -uestidn..

what constitute dbsloyalty etec. ? ismmmwemirvttrmustvberremwewvend
we would like the prosecution to define the word. Is the asking
of & reatification of osuse and evils of the evscuation ete and,
demand for & eslarification of our rights ande status construed as
disloyalty °?
28
Conscience may dictate the disavowal of certain tyrces of wer.
smong these may be fratricide;war for menovolies; to fight for
no proven mamr or demonestreble cause; war to intrench ambition;
war to pull the ghestnuts out of the fire for another nstion;
war enacted under false pretense such as 1o save democracy
and freedom.

29 Loyalty to tre Constitution ins mpre binding than loyalty to
g President or to his policies. Such is the basic grounds fromo
which sprumg our Instruments of Covernment.

30 These 53 mem mm sacrificed themselves to test these basie
principles. { i e, /
= - MVO ™ %
31 Duty to & mcral powsr is highe¥ tham duty to the State, This

in turn is of greeter import:nce tham duty tc & Fresident who
is supposed to represent the Feople. This duty, under our demo-
cratic form of zovernment ie accept.ble proviced the President
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Foa is is’ ‘a: full-rate
Th < full
Telegram or. Cable-
m unless- its de-
a': ?nned character is in-.
o dicated by a suitable

Tevboots .

DL =Day Letter

_NL=Night Letter

* LC=Deferred Cable

_symbol above or pre- N B NLT =Cable Night Letter
ceding the address. A N. WILLIAMS 1/ " ' NEWCOMB GARLTON " .  'J.C. WILLEVER " Ship Radiogram
PRESIDENT - CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

AN IR L O SN P S

D23 3}"NEWELL CALIF APRIL 19 51OP

'FRANK EMI = 9-21 -B HEARTMOUNTAIN WYO‘ X

*

: KIYOSHI OKAMOTO+
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