Heart Mountain Concent. Camp
Wyoming.
February I2th,I944

A clarification of LOYALTY.

Loyalty towards a Country or a Nation is a matter of the sentim=
ent. It is nurtured from a knowlege of justice received. It is a
covenant of faith between the party of the People on the one hand
and the party of the Government on the other, In this agreement,
the People is obligated to maintain the inviolability of the In=
struments of our Government i.es, maintain the sanctityg of the
Constitution, the 3ill of Rights and the various Constitutional
ammendments. For this service, the Government assumes the respon=

sibilities of justice, freedom, liberty and security to the inhabi=-
tants of the Nation,.

Under such an interpretation,the President terminated the
agreement between us...lissei...when he caused to be evacuated
112,000 People of Japanese descent without due process of Laws
In so doing,he violated the very fundeamentals of our democratic
form of government. He disreguarded the guarantées invoked in the
Constitution and the Bill of Rightse. Thereby, he caused us into
Citizens without a Country....Citizens whose status and rights
are suspended as enforced resifents of concentration camps through
force of military threats 3y these acts, the Constitution, the Bill
of Rights and the various Qonstitutional Ammendments is of doubte
ful value as Instruments guaranteeing Life, Liberty, Justice,
drzecdon and Sescurity. :

Titl suck conditions in existence, where does our Country need
us the most now...on the home front where justice, freedom and
democratic practices are slapped in the face or%on foreigh battle=
fielas to uphold dubious principles and ideals ¥

e believe a correct understending must be had , at this time,
tetween true vatriotism and loyalty on the one hand from rezimented
concepts of misguided interpretations and thoughtless enforcement
of autocratic orders on the others

le believe the first duty of every true and loyal Citizen is
the protection of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The
cornerstone of these Instruments of our Government are Justice,
Liverty, Preedom and the protection of Humane Rights as intended
for them by God and by Natures As is undeniably established by
existing facts, these are flagrantly violated in the various DT O=s
ceedures of our evacuation, pauperizatiin, deportation, detention
end denial of liberty and due process of law and denials to us of
reovresentation in the moulding of our lives and destiniess

Thereby, we believe the issues forced upon us by these vibdbldations
&re mm metters of vital imvortance as to warrant a decided attitude
s...n0t for our benefit alone cut, as a safeguard to our hitherto
?;ee and democratic form of government. IT IS VITAL A4S AN ISSUZ OF
UATIONA IMPORT IF DEZMOCRACY 4ND THE FREE INSTITUTIONS OF OUR GOVERNe
MLIT IS TO EXIST AS WRS INTZENDED FOR US BY THE ST

GITZRS OF THE
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Declaration of Ihdependence,the Revolutionary heroes, mnfi the
signers of the Constitution, the author of the Bill of Rights
ena the Froclamation for the emancipation of slaverys

Fowever; we are faced by odds...the Roosevelt Administration
end his wer machine. Such being 50, We quote Judge Denman....
'"WEERE CLAIMS OF PPPRESSION ARISING FROM CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION
ARE NOT REGUARDED AS MAYING THE LEGISLATION INVALID, THE CLAIMANT
SHCULD LOOK TO CONGRESS FOR HIS RELEDY."

Now comes the %War Department through the Selective Service
demanaing omr lives, our blood, our hopesm and our future withe
out any rectification of the injustices rendered us through une
Constitutional proceedures, Thereby, we accept Judge Denman's
index and , look to Congress for & just end equitable settlement
through a clarification of our Rights end status &s enforced ree
sidents of these Concentration Camps without due process OFf lawe

Then too, &brehem Lincoln said...." If by the mere force of
numbers & Majority should deprive a linority of eny Constitutional
Right, it might in a morel memme point of view Justify a revolu=
tion...certainly would if such RIGET were of a& vital one".

Under this contention, certeinly, there are two viteal issues
at stake involving us. The first is the Constitutionality of our
Evacuation, pauperization, deportation, concentration,detention
denial of %reedom and jus%ice, denial of the due process of law
The second point of issue revolves around " does an unlawful ac%
added to an unconstitutional proceeduse make justice &s gueranteed
by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights ?

We do not contemplate any revolution but, WE DEMAND JUDICIAL
AND ORDERLY PROCEEDURES IN THE HANDLING OF OﬁR DESTINIES. Thereby
the question,...are the evacuation, the pauperization, the deport-
ation, the concentration, the detention, the denigl of freedom

and justice etcos...alll these without due process of law and,
without any finding of guilt...are these in accord with the san~
ction and guarantees of the Constitution end the Bill of Rights ?
The enswer is & definite NO, -

Thus, to be drafted or not to be drafted or, to be loyal or
not to be loyal are not the questions at issue. To us, the fundea-
mentals of & Democrecy is at stake. In the preservation of the
principles and ideels of freedom, justice and democratic practices
as guaranteed by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights within
our own home front lie any hope to validate andy justify any
utterances of freedoms and democracies,..sthe only barrier aganst
tyrrany by the llajority ofer linoritiese

Dependent thereupon, we must rectify the breaches made upon
the guarantees of justice, freedom equity and democratic practices
by the Roosevelt Administration, ON TEIS ASSUMPTION WE MUS g A5
TRUE AND LOYAL CITIZENS OF THIS NATION,ASK A FIRST CLARIFICATION
OF OUR CITIZENSEIP RIGETS AND STATUS Aé FORCED RESIDENTS OF THIS
CONCENTRATION CAMP UNDER THREAT OF ILILITARY FORCE AND BARBED WIRE
ENTANGLEMENTS BEFORE COMMITTING OURSELVES TO AFFAIRS THAT WERE
ABBROGATED BY THE PRESIDENT'S PROCLAMATION FOR OUR EVACUATTION
AND SUBSEQUENT AND ATTENDANT ULCONSTITUTIONAL MEASURES , PROCEEDURES
AND REALITIES.,
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e The proceedures and methods employed by this Government towards
R "° us profess no resvect for individual or national rights as those
: intended for Citizens of this Nation by the framers of the Gon=
gtitution eand the Bill of Rights. z

Neither Congress, the Judiciary nor the President have as yety
\ made acceptable pronouncement to validate the acts of wholesale

2 pauperization,evacuation, deportation and concentration of II2,000
BEumane Beings from their rightful homes and inheritances,

We have not as yet,received hearing nor trial through acceptable
channels to vindicate our right to clear conscience,freedom, justice
liberty and security. Our legal status in these concentration camps
have not been clarifieds We are herded within barbed wire fences
and, guarded azenst freedom and justice by soldier's bullets and
payonets. We exist as Citizens without a Countrye In truth, &ll the
guarantees of Humane Rights and National security have been denied
USB e

" COILION SENSE AND JUSTICE DICTATE THAT A CITIZEN UNDER SUSPICION
SHOULD EAVE TEE FULLEST HEARING POSSIBLE,PILUS THE OPPURTUNITY TO '
PREISENT EVERY REASONABLE DEFENSE", (Justice Murphy of the W.S.A.
Supreme Court ) These two important Humene rights have been denied
us. These are the backbone of the Constitutional and democratic
form of our government., Thereby, the sanctity of the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights have been flaunted aside by the President's
ogder to evacuate II2,000innocent members of a law abiding Mino~
rity from the Pacific Coast areasgy ¥

Under these conditions,what are we ? Are we American Citizens ?
Are we Enemy Aliens ? Or, are we ...what ?

THIS ABSENCE OF CLARIFICATICON OF OUR STATUS AND RIGHTS IS THE
KZYSTONE OF OUR INDECISION TOWARDS A Y PROPER ORISZLTATION OF
ATTITUDE TOWARDS THI DRAFT AND LOYaLTY,.

If we are Znemy Aliens then,we owe no obligation to bear arms
for a Country that is not our's. :

If we are nothing but Oriental monkeys, &s have beesn attributed
us in the past,then, propositions and offers of compensation should
be advanced <for the ruination of our health, the uncertainities
of fertilizing foreign battlefields with our rotting carcasses or,
to compensate those lossess to Rependents and loved Cnes.

If we are Americans by right of birth end Constitutional grant
then,why our wholesale pauperization, why our evacuation, why our
deportation, why our concentration, why our detention, why bmem
the denial to us of justice, freedom, the due process of law,

- the pursuit of happiness, the pursuit of free enterprise and
security.muabikwthesenwithontrdnsnpropegssnofvibeme and why the denial
to us of thogse other securities and guarantees of the Constitution,
the Bill of Rights and the various ammendments to the Constitution?
*++8l1l these without due process of law ?

. befrue, we 'have been given & Hearing Boarg by the President
iden
ateqd g2esture towards a due drocess of law s
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Out of it, we ere told thet we are free Americans through the
"L eave Olecreance". But,is this propagende true in reelity ? Certeinly
we are told by the WRA thet it is so because we &re urged to re=
* 1ocate. Thereby, IF WA ARRE FREE AMERICANS,WEY THE KEED OF OBTAIN™
I5G WRA CONSEXT FCR OUR ACT OR MOVERERT: ﬁHY TEE POSTING OF THE
MILITARY ARCUND OUR BAREAD WIRE ENCLOSURES ? :
ALssuredly, &s licGowen, our project attorney sgid...ohy thet is
net the WRA; it is the militery...meaning the %RA is urging but the
militery is responsible for our detention. Thecse &re contredittions
...peredoxes of the most peculiar Constitutional interpretationse
Agein true...the ‘e have been urging us to relocate but, this is
under their own terms only of entangling red tape that smacks too
much of TES PLUPZR'S OATH, :

» Thereby , if we are imericens and Citizens of this Nation by
right of birth and Constitutional grant then,let it be reiterated

end deciaed once for all end, without equivocation our position

zs memoers of this Tetion in such wise that future um-Constitutional
measures need not be visited upon us or eany other Iinority Group

to satisfy the lusts of uncridaled ewbition, bigotry, discrimination
or Rece natred. =his W&y Te cone by plecing in the scale of justice
the cleims and rights of our past, our unnavnoiness of the present
end, gusrantees for our future and then, pronose and accord us &

just and ecuitable Settlement. srrors have Teen made. arrors should
not pe justified by added errors. Srrors should be rectified.

The granting of this request is not for our selves alone.This
Tation of a hundred and thirty millione ZFPeople is & conglomerate
of meny Minorities. There is no telling when one OT more of them
might be isolated for persecution plunder OTr immolation...fates
similar to those upon us todaye Lomorrow, it may be any one of them.
For this reason, s DEDICATE OURSELVES TO THE PROTECTION AND SACRID=
NESS OF THE soksTITUTION AND THE BILL OF RIGHTS BEFORE DEVOTIONS
70 LNY OTHER COWSIDERATICKS. We consider such an act on our part bm
es & practical test of our true loyalty end patriotism. The Revolute
ionary Eeroes fought for a Principley the Civil Wer was fought for &
Principle; we will try the issue for our Principle which is & rectie
fication of the breaches made upon the Constitution end the Bill of
Rights.For this purpose, we refuse recognition of any orders issued
in behelf of the Selective Service.

Such & recognition is in accord with the principles that moti-
vated the Decleration of Independence, the War of Rebellion, the
Constitution,the Bill of Rights end the Proclamation for the eman-
cipation of slavery. »

The knowlege of security end euthority in those established
Principles of our Sovernment will elter our concepts of freedom and
justice into their normel channels. ‘fhen theat heppens, we will know
of a Country and & Cause worthy of our plood, our happiness, our
future and our livese %ith the possession of such knowlege, we need
never feel ashamed of our degradation when we come face to face
with the Znemy. With such assurance in our possession, OUR LOYALTY
NEED NEVER B3 QUESSTIONED,FOR SUCH L0YaLTY IS UNADULTERKTED,

After all, loyelty is not a commodity to be exchanged for a

pawnbroker's benedicti y
" e 1mnmjmnne:-:}‘lctlon. It is an essence 0f the Soul thet is bred
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act of redemption for value received. The degree of loyalty owed
or witheld increase or dscrease in proportion to the menner of
Justice given or ¥yrrany practiced.
OUR LOYALTY AND ATLEGIANCE IS TO TEZ UNITED STATES OF NORTE
AMERICAgIT'S CONSTITUTION,THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND THE VARIOUS
NEIDMENTS TQ THE CONSTITUTION. The President may cormmand them only
as long as he maintain his Presidential Oath. This, he has failed

tO daten
Signed "Z—/ ?oshi ékamoto

Pebruary 12th, I944

22=8=B
Heart Mountain Cone Camp
Wyominge
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