Kiyoshi Ckamoto

5604~D

Tulle Lake Segregation Camp
Newell, Calif.

Juiy 2nd, 1944

To Fair Play Committee

I am in receirt of several letters from Denver. They effect

you and you may be interested. I thereby transoribe notations.

(I)

(3)

(a)

(5)

The first letter contains¥ ....Jimmy asked Mennin to try to
get stetements from eech of the 63 Boys since M. was leaving
the next day to see them. Instead of making some kind of a

deal with Jimmie,M horsed sround and said he would tske u
Jimmies ocase for him . (This wes not what Jimmie wanted. He

wanted ctatements of exhonoration from any implication with
the FPC, as slready communicated to you nreviously.) Mennin
made no bones about letting it be known all he was interested
in was money. Jimmy doesnt think too highly of M.

Recently, I have been talking to idr.....one of the lawyers
who works with the Japanese lawyer. He says he regards i

gs an oppurtunist...pull herded as hell and often a gocd
fighter but lacking in the fine voints. "He will put uvp a
good fight for the"63" ee long as the money holds out. l
has told séveral ( Jimmy included) he didnt think the Bogs
had a chance but...'he had no objections to defending them”
ie for myself, I think M will put up a good fight for the
hoys. Perhaps bull-dog tactics are tre best when fichting
the likes of "R".

Today, I went over to the "News". I took a copy of the Sentinel

7ith me. I asked their editor if it were vosesible for him to
give the "63" a fevoreble write-up. He did not seem fc be
imrressed. devt time I wvill try Cacey.

#ell, Oki, Im :n my feet agein as it were. The situation with
us rests until Fall when we have a court case on top. Im really
at your services now and reesdy to go to work. I say, we must
defent the Constitution and see It s rights established.

By the way, Im giving you the name of the Japanese lawyer.
.ou can denend on him. Recently, the JACL tried to get him
under their wing. He lsughed in their feces and said he was
a lewyer and not a politician. Eis name and address

Taul #atanabi (of Seattle)

8 30-18th Street

“1orence Building, Denver, Colorado.
He has another Javanese votking with him. He is to take the
her exerwination next month. (I understand there are three
heku-jin in martnership vith Jatanabe. “K.) Ic believes as
tre "63" thot Lemncracy is worth testing ani fiehtine f«
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Sheet 2...continued

I wish you would contact them, Teul and Clesson brth say the 63
have a good chance if the cese is proverly handled, M. is a
hard man for another lewyer to work with. They say they do not
care for his court room tzetics. I am net trying to run M down
but I am telling these things so you cen form your ovinion for
the seke of the Boys. These other two Lawyers...Criffin etec.
say if they had the case they would first ask for a " LUECLa
RoI@RN VI:DIST".i.e., they would ask the Court if the issue
involved 1in their cese did not FIRST CONSTITUTL 4 CONSTITUT-
IONel  ICSUE and, not just the issue of the selective Service.

I think this is an important question. We want to throw
the responsibility upon the prosecutioni,e., Government. ».s it
is now constituted, the onus is placed on us or y W@ are made
the defendents. The Government stould be made the defendant
in our ocasse !nasmuch as we have demanded a clarification of our
rishts and stetus. CK, Thie, threy contend, would placge
the cace in it's vroper place or spotlight. They olaim there
are certaein legal issues in this varticular case where thig
proceedure would be rermitted. They advige @ Ceclaratbrve ver-
diet in order to get the cese out of the jurisdietion of the
State, Of gourse, I do not understand the issue set forth
but I think it best for you to know what these other fellows
said.

(6) 2y the way, the Rocky Shinro is now controlled by the JACL.

(7)  You have no idea how .the JACL 1s dispised by the common Peovle
of this town. No matter how Jirmie acts now, I will always
resrect the fact he was the only who openly ‘orposed them. (

Jimmie, as I am aiven to understand, is very down hearted....
disannointed and disillusioned. Perhups it is becauze I have
failed in giving him promer support. OK.)

(8)  There are mBmy too many long ears to suit me there. So it is
best you write me eeeseS.Toshi
628 I/2....I8th Street
Apartment 6 g
Denver, Colorado.

2nd letter.

(I) I attended psrt of the trial for the I8 from Amache. which was
held here in Denver. As you may know, L was the lawyer defend-
ing them. Really, M made e very . very voor showing There
were so0 many instences when he might have brought to light

tvorable evidence but he just seemed to be sleeping or not
to care. I spoke to him about his method. He told me it was
just like knocking your heed aganst a stone wall. I didnt
relish his attitude. I am not saying he d4id not try for he
surely did in his way but it wesnt 200d enongh.

(2) I believe your next stevw should be to secure your vpersonal
freedomw....for what you cen do in prison (Tulle) severated
from your 2roup. I will do what I can to help you. Please
advise and trust me.
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e 3rd letter.

(I) I would like to know from you as soon as posgible and get all
the information I cen regarding the #PC and where you stand.(if
game) with them. 4lso wish to know whom I should contact among
them leaders, Personally, I think it more than advisable to
have anoth r lawyer avreel and proceed to the Supreme Ccurt.

I do “ish you would write to Taul and discuss the matter with
him. To be frank, Taul is young ...about 30...he is starting
out to make a name for himself. His assicstants have had many
ycars of law and are mellow. They will make a wonderful oom-
bination. He would come nearer to success then M. I know he
would give all the best in him. I know no Japanese lawyer

will work wvith Sam because he will derand everything his own
way. I will also say because of his assistants Taul is a little
steeper then what Samw has asked as fee.but they will be entirely
honcst.... ueh more than Sam.and not try to milk you dry. You
cen also ask Jimmie Omura whet he thinks of this combination.

(2) It dcesnt do me any good to see Sam He wont give me any in-
formation as to where he stands. e just hems and haws sround.

finished.
: By Kiyoshi Ukamoto
t#anscript Irom originel letters

vear rfriends,
“he foregoing should explain themselves.

I am adviced from the San francisco Office that you folks
are out of their jurisdiction. They suggcsted that you contact N.Y.
through one of the Boys.

bowever, if you should retain Jatanabe and his grouvp, you could
still work with the Civil Liberties.

Ag t0 Me....you know my original irntention. It was to satisfy
the emergency. He was placed on trial. If he rroved himself well, he
wss to eontinue. If not...look around. His bickering tactics is not
big enouzh to me +to indicate that he cen handle such an important
{eeue. ( I refer you back to Griffin's opinion or sugegestion....ask
for a declaratory verdict and take the case out of the State juris-
diction into that of the Federal. Also , make the Government the *
defendant instead of being on the defensive yourselves,

In cese you chenge, the Boys will have to be patient for a
-hort while until you can arrange matters. Suggest you contact
Jotanebe immediately. If you have already paid any money to M....
make up ;our mind to plaﬁz42z an the profit and loss. Iou now V

willing horses., 4o to it. and Nﬂfﬁ. aQK*@A& .

I am exvecting a renrecentative of the Civil Liberties frc

S.F. on the tenth of July. ke is interesppd.;qjﬂpyi 157%54m—énu.
ful about mine.,s50d luck tn wvan Palb~, —\,@¢;w~-71;w~&«¢/f'd
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