Desar Editor,

If you are a member of the JACL and subscribe to the FC, I would

4]

hope that your decision to publish or not publish the enclosed will
not be clouded by parochial or provincial biases because of the con-
troversial too-hot-to-handle subject matter posed.

The long period cof time dﬁring which the JACL has been suppressing
the so-called LIM REPORT, undated, must be brought to an end. The
ranks of the Nisei draft resisters and dissidents and, cf egual im-
portance,'their spouses and other close relatives, have been thinned
in recent years.

However, the agenda of past JACL biennial conventions has failed
to effectively address the resclution of this critically important
issue. It Wiil not be resolved until the LIM REPORT is officially
released by the JACL for its constituents to read, analyze and,
thereaftef, reach their individual conclusions.

The cover-up of the report is one of the contributing factors to
explain the general apathy, apolitical posturevand general uneasiness
which are festering beneath the surface of AJA society in the conti-
nental Uﬁited States. | o

There may be some curiosity in the minds of your réadership as to
the background of the writer vis-a-vis the living draft resisters and
dissidents. In fact I think it is essential in terms of credibility,
to include some. of that which describes my personal History. quase
feel free to use whatever part of the following you decide would be
suitable. I regret that my letter to Lilliam Kimura is soc lengthy and

may pose problems for you in terms of available column inches.

—
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He 1s a retired U.S. Arwmy counterespionage officer. In the ensuing
286 years in the private sector, he served &as a corporate security
manager in several major defense contractors in the search of the

then-hostile intelligence cofficers of the opposition. Most recently,

he retired in 1891 from TRYW Space and Defense Sector, Redondo Beach,
California, where he was serving as the Special Assistant to the

Director of Security.

De wa mata,

Paul H. Ito
1 Encl

B8 pgs



22 April 1994
Hr. Richard Suenaga, Editor/General Manager
Focifie Citizen
2 Coval Cirvrele, HSuite 204
Montersy [Park, CA 49417541
Deac M. Suenaga,

Reference is made to Ike Hachimonji’'s letter to you which was pob-
lished in the PC of March 13-24, }894; it was related to Jimmie
Omura, former Enplish editor of the Rocky Shimpo of Denver, and
Jimmie s then-unpopular support of the draft resisters of the Heart
Hountain Fair Play Committee (FFC). In Ike's lettér, he calls upon
the present national leadership of the JACL to step forward now and
zxtend the olive branch of reconciliation towards those of their
fellow Americans of Japanese ancestry (AJA), and offer a meaningful
apology Lo those who became draft resisters, dissidents and rennun-
ciants in defense of their constitutional rights. He also states the
JACL must apologize to Mr. Omura as well for the pain and suffering
the JACL inflicted upon him by their attacks on him.

Reference 1s also made to Mr. Omura’s recent letter to you, a copy
of whieh appeared in the April 12 edition of The Rafu Shiwpo; his
letter calls, firstly, for a straightforward apology by the JACL ta
the comnunity of Americans of Japanese ancestry (AJA), as a whole.

Secondly, Omura suggests that if the JACL wishes to reeducate its
poorly-informed membership about this tragic chapter of the AJA ex-
perience, a panel of draft resisters, dissidents, and their support-
zre bhe invited to the upcoming biennial convention in Salt Lake City
to tell it like 1t was and thirdly, to cease the cover-up and sup-
pression of the Deborah Lim Reportk.

I 2=k vou to publish the following in the PC a3s sn OPEN LETTER



TO LILLLIAN KIMURA:

He . Kimurz, this letter is a follow-up to those recently sent to

i}

Hre. Richard Suenaga, editor/general manager of the PC, by Hes

M

3 ARC R
fle Machimondd and Jimmie Omnra. (See PC, 18-24 Mareh 19940 and The
EFafu Shimpo. April 12, 19384, respectively).

It hsas been my long-held view that the AJA communitiss on Lhe

sinland and Hawsii, emerged from the carnage of World War [T with
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153 held high thanks, for the most part, to ths conrage,

Lravery and saerifices of our fighting men who served in the 1004h

tatalion, 442nd Kegimental Combat Team, the Military Intelligence

Serviee, the ClLC (Counter Intelligence Corps) and the 055 (Office of

Special Sevrviees). Those men served with distinection above and beyond
|

flue call of duty. honor and country; they so served to benel 1t uws,

their fellow Americans of Japanese ancesgtry (AJA) in a time of great

However, the war-time leadership of the JACL arbitrarily kook 1t
vpon itself o deliberately deceive and mislesd its constituesncies in
Phie concenbtration camnps about the true facts surrounding the purpose

oA

ttatas and obieciives of the hundreds of Nisei draft resisters, e.g.,
the ¥Fair Play Committee of Heart Mountain, Wyoming, and dissident
groups such as the NO-NO Boys, the 1800 General Engineer Serviee

Rattalion (suphemistic designation for a labor batbalion), and the DB

irnlinary Barracks, Ft. Leavenworth, Missouri).
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The AJA s of the second and third generations now living in the
Bl

comtinental United States have either a clear undervrstanding aboutl the

so-called "Lovalty Questionnaire” (which made its apprearance in most

relocation centers” in about 1943), or their knowledgs
abont it is untfocused, fuzzy, or imcomplete.

Gusations 27 and 28 were the most ceritienl to the inmates, bol the

mosh imporbant Lo the federal government. Q27 waz to debermine iY Lhe



respoudent was.willing to be drafted into the armed forces of the
Unitod Otsbes and serve wherever assigned. Q28, on the other hand,
wss teo determine whether the respondent forswears allegiance to the
Imperor of Japan.

There were allegations in those camp days that the guestionnaire
wus 2 product of the JACL and not that of the WRA (War Kelccation
Authnority)y, or the FBI, or the federal Interior Department.

Beoange of the deceitfulness of the war-time leaders of the JACL,
parti-nlarly at the national level, the average Niseil and Sansei of

today may be of the opinion that all Nisei draft resisters or Adie-

ul.

sidonts vis-a-vis the military draft, were NO-NO 'z

2 ER

ctive, today s JACL is guilty of failing to clavify

w

the Faclhs as they were at that time. The truth of the matter is, the
Fevmo HO-NO Boy is misleading because individual respondents, for
hichly persoma=] reasons, had the option to answer these two key
questions either YES-YES; NO-NO; YES5-NO; NO-YES, or YES-YES condi-
tionally, i.e., not everycne responded NO-NO. What about theose Nisei
whn were already in the US Army at the time the forms were given then
Lo complete? The vast majority of such personnel completed their
military obligation despite the Fact they had declined to respond
RA-YES unconditionally.

On the basis of the Deborah Lim report, it is very clear that
amons the war-time national leaders of the JACL, ceonfusion and/or a
difference of opinion existed as to whether the FPC members were
engaged in seditinus acts, as charged by one national representative
or. ams stated by other national leaders, were loyal and willing %o
cerve in the U.S. Armed Forces if their civil rights were restoved to
Lhem.

The JACL members in the camps, however, were not providaed this
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=ssment of the draft resisters’ /dissidents” actions. As

a rezult, the lack of clarification from JACL national headguarters

in Salt Lake City gave birth in the camps to the term "draft dodger.’

which is even used today when those ignorant of the true facts refer

'
)

reszister or dissident. ALl thinking people will have to admit

there iz a tremendous difterence in calling a person a draft dodger
as opposed to a resister.

There has heen no factual evidence emerge in research conducted on
thiz matter, which 1ndicates that_the resisters were primarily wanth-
ing to escape military service altogether. The wish of the resisters

was to seek clarification of their constituticnal rights and those
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legal immigrant parénts.

[+ is my {irm conviction that the JACL is solely responsible for
stigmatizing those Nisei and their family members involved in this
tragiec chapter of our history, such that a large number of them =sre
rafusing more than 50 years later, to emerge from their closeths.

L urge you to accept Jimmie Omura’s suggestion and agree, beyond
the upcoming biennial convention, to conduct the appropriate res=arch
about these men who have experienced so much pain, stress and loss of
respect. The time has long since passed for the JACL to fess up to
the damage 1L has inflicted in a segment of AJA community.

-

I have condunted some research on these matters and have been in
touch with the Japanese American National Museum. I suggest that a
portiosn of the JACL Legacy Fund be provided to Ms. Irene Hirano and
her highly qualified group of curators at JANM to defray expenses
which grow out of this project. This is an untold story which ma=st
be bold in the light of dsy and be preserved so that future AJA
senerabtions will henefit; history could repeat itself and another
relocation” threat could emerge in the future.

The fact that the JACL embarks on this project will, with th=



proper amount of publicity in the Nikkei community. contribute Lo the
emergence of the affected Niseis®™ from theilr ostracized situation
thereby making whole again what has been a fractious community.
whether you agree with that viewpoint or not.

There have been too many of them who have passed on to the after-
world: JACLers will be thankful that you have set the project in
mob Lon.

ITn conclusion, in addition to the personﬁlities which Mr. Omuara
suggected be invited to your August convention, 1 hasten to add HMr.
Frank Abe, radio reporter for Station KIRO. Seattle, and Mr. FPanl
Teuneishi of Los Angeles, a veteran of World War Il and an activist
who has been a2 staunch supporter of the those connected with the
resisters’ plight; Mr. Abe was one of the organizers of the program
recently held in San Jose in recognition of the FPC anc, at last
word, was preparing a video documentary about the FPC; Paul Tsuneigshi
of Los Angeles collaborated with the JACL PSWD in honoring the FPC
geveral years ago.

It is guite understandable that many of the Sansel generation
have been asking their parents and elders, "Why did you let them push
vou around?” This project will provide them with the answer, that a
gruup ol loyal and courageous Nisei had risked being stigmatized and
ostracized by Lheir own people in taking the government to the mat.

The righteousness of their individual decisions vis-a-vis @27 and
28, was established by the United States Government when FPresident
Harry Truman granted a presidential pardon covering all so-called

draft resisters and dissidents, soon after the end of World War I[T.

Paul H. Ito



28 April 1984

Editers of:

Hokubei Mainichi

Nichibei Times

Northwest Nikkei

Pacific Citizen

The Rafu Shimpo

Tozal Times
Dear Editor,

This is the second in a series of articles regarding the
JACL, the Wprld War II AJA draft resisters/dissidents and the
Deborah Lim Report; this was recently preceded by my letter
of the 22nd to Mr. Richard Suenaga, editor/general manager,

Pacific Citizen, a copy of which was furnished you.
The JACL vs the FDR Syndrome

The JACL s continued sténewalling of its members by cover-
ing up and suppressing the release/publication of the Deborah
Lim Report 1s, without question, bfearly analogous to that
engaged in by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in his "Day
of Infamy" address to the United States Congress on December
8, 1941 (when the opportunity was present to address the
question about the loyalty of the AJA to the United States).

I have strongly advocated that the private libraries of
most Americans of Japanese ancestry (AJAs) must include
copies of Ms. Michi Nishiura Weglyn's "Years of Infamy," The
Untold Story of America’s Concentration Canmps, Morrow Quill

Paperbacks, NYC, 1876, and "Bridge of Love," the most



comprehensive account of the bravery, courége and sacrifices
of the 100th Battalion and its parent organization, the 442nd
RCT, Hawaii Hosts, Inc., 1885, by its author, John Tsukano, a
veteran of the 442nd RCT.

These two authors must be viewed as giants of the Nikkei
community in the mainland and Hawaii for their painstaking
research, which gave us a new dimension, a broader view and a
deeper understanding of the AJA experience.

Throughout CY 41, FDR was acutely aware of the possibility
of armed conflict with Imperial Japan. In that conitext. he
was deeply concerned about the loyalty, or lack of loyalty,
of the legal immigrant Japanese and their American-born off-
spring to the Republic.

According to Ms. Weglyn's book, in October 1841, FDR sent
a senior State Department employee, Mr. Curtis B. Munson, to
the West Coast states of California, Oregon and Washington,
and the then-Territory of Hawaii, on a épecific intelligence
and fact-finding mission as his Special Investigator.

Special Investigator Munson’'s mission was to contact the
FBI, Army Intelligence and the Office of Nayal Intelligence
in those locations and receive an ;ssessment'as to "the loy-
alty question.” He was to submit his written findings direct-
ly to the President, which he did.

To make a long story short, Munson returned from his field
trip and submitted a highly favorable typewritten report to
FDR on November 7, 1841 which, evidence would indicate, was
shared only by the State, War and Navy Departments. The fact
that the Justice Department was not in the loop is conspicu-

ous to say the least. It is a matter of record that Director

J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI, pubiicly expressed his agency had



no problem about the loyalty of the AJA and their parents; in
fact, he was opposed to the evacuation.

In his report, Munson vouched for the loyalty of the Issei
and Nisel generations residing in the areas visited, although
the Army Intelligence units covered were somewhat reluctant
to express wholehearted support for what Munson had been told
by the local FBI, and the Qffice of Naval Intelligence of the
11th, 12th and 13th Naval District (San Diego, San Francisco

and Seattle).

Therefore, on Descember 8, 1341, President Roosevelt had an
opportunity to inform the American people about the favorable
Munson Report; retrospectively, we could conclude that FDR
had fought the war against Japan at our expense.

The JACL s long-suppressed so—ealled "Munson Report" is
-that which it commissioned Deborah Lim Fo produce, based
on her authorized access to JACL archival documents, i.e.,
it is not something produced from whole cloth.

If memory serves me, the Seattle chapter of the JACL first
proposed that the biennial conventipn held in about 1988 in
San Diego, should address the matter of openly discussing the
LIM Report for eventual release to its members. No action has
been taken, to my knowledge, to indicate that the JACL did
subsequently attempt to resolve this matter in~earﬁést.

Cne of:the disheartening and disappointing aspects of the
JACL s cover-up 1s the total lack of interest or concern by
the third generation in aggressively demanding a resolution
of this impasse. There appears to be a lack of leadership
organization,

even at the district and chapter levels of the

such that a "who cares"” attitude/posture is detectzable.



While the JACL projects an image of elitism, it also is
condescending in its treatment of outsiders, which probably
contributes to its lack of an increasing membership.

Six years have elapsed and the JACL leadership over that
span of time has continued to deny the LIM Report to its
membership. It is my personal view that the time has come to
consider informing the American people about the JACL's
Watergate.

The JACL also likes to portray itself as a éivil rights
organization. My question to the JACL is, what about the
civil rights of the draft resisters/dissidents? Have the
brain-washing tactics and strategy of the‘JACL in the post-
evacuation era so desensitized you about the predicament
faced by the resisters/dissidents that JACLers could care
less? You owe it to yourself to read the LIM Report. At the
very least, you must cease being the "quiet” American and ex-
press yoé?elf; please express yourself in the PC and other
Nikkei vernaculars. I would like to determine the pro or con
views of the Sansei generation to measure their
knowledge about the resisters andrdissidents; those of the

Nisei generation are cast in concrete by now.




08 May 13884

Editors of:
Hokubei Mainichi
Nichibei Times
Northwest Nikkei
Pacific Citizen
The Rafu Shimpo

Tozai Times

Dear Editor:

The JACL ‘s Watergate

This is the third in a series of articles related to the JACL,
the Deborah Lim Report, and the World War II draft resisters and
dissidents.

The Deborah Lim Report was ostensibly prepared to chronicle the
World War II activities of the JACL and its leaders of that era based
on JACL archival material. However, the fact the LIM report has been
covered-up and suppressed by the contemporary national leaders of the-
JACL and the Pacific Citizen for such an extended period is clear
evidence that this so-called "civil rights"” organization has much to

hide about its incredibly cruel and ruthless mistreatment of a seg-

ment of its own people.

JACL officers at the district and chapter level,‘in particular,
are lacking the intestinal fortitude to confront the organization's
own documented record of a conspiratorial performance undeniably
critical to its history as it relates to the draft resisters and

dissidents.

Moreover, the fact that the JACL’s Nisei and Sansei generations



who are currently members, have not demanded the report’s publication
does not speak well for them; it makes them party to the suppression
of the information aBout the brain-washing and hypocritical hatchet
Jjob performed on the draft resisters and dissidents of that period in
AJA history.

The JACL, through its national headquarters, prominent officers,
other leaders, and the Pacific Citizen of those days, variously did
paint the draft resisters/dissidents as "disloyals,rshould be charged
with sedition, or were draft dodgers."” Based on an ansalysis of the
LIM Report, the national headquarters of the JACL knew at that time,
that such stigmata were not only unjustified, but were patently
false.

For example, the white project director at Manzanar, Mr. Ralph
Merritt, in his February 27, 1943 letter to Mr. Dillon S. Myer,
director of the War Relocation Authority (WRA) wrote...."It is
important to determine whether the "no" answer to the loyalty
question actually means a renouncing of citizenship......... or
representing the outcry of a mén who has been rufhlessly and
wrongfully deprived ...of his rights as a citizen
considered conclusion that the answer "no" has many shades of meaning
and is prompted by many motives, some of which are attributable to
our failures both past and present, and some of which may yet be
modified and reversed without damage to the principles of American
citizenship."” "(Merritt Collection #122, Box 15, File "Chandler,” SC-
URL, UCLA."

Thus, unlike the JACL, Merritt saw no presumption of disloyalty

in the "no" answer.

Paul H.



P/S In addition to my personal backgé@nd data previously furnished to
you, I have been a free lance journalist and independent civil/human

rights activist following my retirement from TRW in 1881.
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20 May 1994

Cear Mr./Ms. Editor of:

Northwest Nikkei

Pacific Citizen

=fu Shimpo
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Tozai Times
This is the fifth and concluding article in the seriles dealing

T.

with the draft resisters and dissidents. However, additional articles

may become ne

cessary, depending on the results of the August 1894
JACL biennial convention and how it responds to the suggestions made

n Jimmie Omura’ s recent letter to the editor of the Pacific Citizen

|

(PC). (which the PC has still not published but was published in The

Rafu Shimpo, April 12).

News Censorship by the JACL/PC

UL

The first in thils series of articles concerning the Japanese

Americaen Citizens League (JACL), its Deborah Lim Report, and their

cionshiip to the draft resisters and dissidents, was mailed on

o
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April 22, 18984, to Hr. Richard Suenaga, editor/general manager of the
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en (PC); copies of the letter were also sent the sane
day to five other Nikkei vernaculars along the West Coast.

Un May 8, 1884, a survey of the six newspapers was conducted to
determine which would publish the first and (by that time) succeeding
articles of the series which had been sent to them.

{r. Suenaga s comments to me that day led me to cconclude that the
JACL znd the PC were continuing to display a thin-skinned reaction to

matters which are critical of their past actions and practices. He
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lectured to me that "some Nikkel newspaper editors (translation:.
specifically, Richard Suenaga) object to journalists sending articles
simultaneously to a multiple number of Nikkel newspapers.” Talk about
subtlety! A feeble attempt on his part to intimidate me. He simply
has no grasp of the msgnitude of the current problem. I maintain that
as much of the Nikkei community as possible must be provided an
unabridged account of the facts regarding this long-simmering problem
about the draft resisters and dissidents.

Cn the 17th of May, I followed-up my call of the 9th; a lady at
the PC, after checking with Mr. Suenaga, informed me that he was busy
and had not made a decision about publishing ny material because it
now had tc be discussed at itne upcoming JACL National Board Meetings
on the weekend of May 21-22, 1894. I immediately sensed the possibil-
ity of & extending the JACL s cover-up, let alone the obstruction of
a free flow of information to their subscribers.

I can anticipate what Mr. Suenaga’'s response to me will be after
the national board meeting. He will say that because The Lim Report
w1ill be released Lo the convention attendees, he would not publish
my articles. Of course I do not agreevwith his rationale. It’'s still
5 modified Tform of news censorship. Why should the JACL and the PC be

sed to put 1is coordinated political spin regarding the

-
-
®
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privi]
release of "THE REPORT" to convention attendees, while denying the
coportunity for PC subscribers to read contrasting viewpoints? Does

that gualify as evidence of a free press in a democratic society?

It mucst be obvious to the readers, that the JACL is an organiza-
tion which will not permit its house organ to operate in the family

of free press” newspapers. It comes as no surprise that the brain-

@

washing tactics emploved by the wartime leadership of the JACL is

still in effect. Such & practice has left its contemporary membership



so des

]

nsitized about issues such as this (resisters/dissidents),
that the average Sanseil/Yonseil in our soclety today, are bent more on
a materialistic set of goals than on concern for the emotional and
psychological wellire of their fellow Americans of Japanese ancestry
in the United States so viciously attacked in the camps for taking a
position seeking the recognition of their constitutional rights.

History could well repeat itself; the Sansei/Yonsei generations

w

nay vet be called upci where they must stand up for their rights
which have been granted to them under the Bill of Rights and the
United States Constitution, much in the same manner that confronted
the draft resisters and dissidents, i1.e., there may yet come a time
when the United States and Japan become adversaries once again.

The JACL/PC must fish or cut bait. The time is fast approaching
for the American people to become more accurately and fully informed
about the scope of the AJA experience and the tragic quality of our
history as native-born American citizens.

The JACL must negotiate an amicable settlement with Mr. Jimmue

mures about his suggestions expressed in his recent unpublished

Paul H. Ito
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