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No one has a copy of the Wyoaming Eagle with George Ishikawa's
letter on fronmt page, and no one carn remember seeing it.

Ishikawa doesn’t ever have oane. He doesn’®t remember seeing it.
Ishikawa might make it dowrn. His son in SBacramerntco gave him a
pair of plame tickets to atternd the LA event. It's his wife. I
talked to her on the phone, a loud, flat and mnasal scounding voice
with a hint of whine. I wourd up interviewing him cn the phone
from Oakland in the lobby of the Parc Oakland while a black
lournge piamist was warming up for a black-tie soacial.

Ishikawa remembers his letter had already beern printed in the
Serntirnel and Denver Fast, where they had "called me immature,
misguided individual. I asked them (Eagle) to print it in its
entirety. He thinks it WAS printed in the Eagle because "I
remember walking to the courthouse....a lot of white spectators
en raoute ... from their locks and smiles, they were rnot hostile.”
He thirnks it was because they had read his article. "The deputy
marshal terrific guy...rnever had to undergoe handouffs... as far
as he was concerned, some of us didn't ever have a traffic

ticket." But he has no clipping. He was saving a package of
information to show his kids so they could "form their own
cpinian. " But he "last all files," was cleaning cut a trurnk and

set it on tap of a chest, and rnext thirng he krnew it was gorne.
You know what I think? I think his wife tossed it. He excuses
her. "Our wives are ones whaoa suffered because while we were
together irn frienmds (in jail) they stayed back in camp. My wife
and my mother tock anm awful lot" of "cold stares, snide remarks.
On a lot of her letters I could see the teardraops on the paper.”
I had him repeat that to make sure I understood the raw pairn of
what he lived.

More stories from Gecrge. "I always admired James Omura." He
came to BArn Jose because "I wanted to meet him." Didm't get a
chance to really talk with him but if he could, what’s one
guesticrm he would ask him. "Why did he do it? when he had s
much at stake.. risk his career?...He paid arn awful big price. "

"Four brothers in my family, two brothers—in—1aw. All 3 of my
brothers said we'll back you up.”

"Did I tell you the tactics they employed to break cur movement?!
Early orn he says out of every 1@ called, "9 didn’t go and one
wernt.,...people see something going to work, they got brave...
fercesitters afraid to come irn with us." So the goverrment
"called a moratorium, stopped draft calls,"” while it figured cut
"whether we prevail or they come up with rnext" plarn. They
"conferred with D.A. We wondered what next. Next call, second
time, San Jose territory, included the Zebras." The San Jose
Iebras were the top athletes in the Buddhist Church group. I
would see their framed team photos in the plass display case in
the basketball auditocrium they built mext toa the Ruddhist Church,
skirmmy—armed Nisei bays huddled arcound a basketball or a
baseball. "We were hoping they (the Zebra’s) would come in with
us. But they reported and were all classified 4-F." The fix was
i If the Zebras were classified 4-F; thern EVERYONE would be



assured of getting 4-F. "Sa I walked intoa mess hall, my friend
said *over my dead boady they'll drag me to my physical.! But he
wernt., Later I saw him, his face turned red. I tald him what you
do is none of my business. He said 'after I see those Zebra's
all got classified 4-F, I thought why not me toc. I got
classified 4-F. I'm rnot Rind of guy to confront a situaticon if I
carn slide arcund it some way.'! He toock the charnce and got the 4-
F. But I warrned him he would be reclassified later..." like they
did whern Nisei were first classified as enemy aliens. And sure
encugh, everyorne got changed later to 1-A. "They did it to break
aur movement. "

Before that, Gecrge says that in the early stages, "1@ o 11
would be drafted for exam" as a group, and that "out of 1@, ocne
wouldn?’t ge. "  "Came my turn, I didn’t go.” On the day of his
exam, "at 7:30, came a knock on my door...I shouldn’t say his
riame. .. He came all dressed up, suitcase in hand. I was ir bed.
He asked me '"Gecrge, are you goimng to go?!? I didn’t want to
influence anybady.." sa George wouldn't say. Later he found cut
that "inmstead of reporting, he had gone home. I asked him why
did you do that? He said it was ten to 8, I was still irn bed, he
kriew I had to get dressed and walk to exam, he said 'Gecrge, I
figured you'd rnever make it." He was honest. He said he didn't
warnt to go but I couldn't doa it alone. When I saw you, I got
encugh courage to go back home.? He and I were the first two.”
The ather guy, "didn't have the rerve to do it alone. "

His mather in camp said, "I had a visitcr today." It was a
well-known Figure in camp. He came and said "please talk to your
bays... they cculd get 20 years to life in priscr. At your age
you may wnever be with them again." She said, "Their father
raised them tao think for themselves. They're adults with wives
and families. I"1l accept whatever they do.?! Thern they came
after my wife because they figure they cculd break the backs.."
of the resistance that way.

George showed your letter to his son, Glerm Ishikawa of
Sacramentc. (316) 428-4694. "He didn't say anything," but an
Christmas "the kids handed us 2 round trip tickets (to Los
Argeles). " His kids want him ta go. But "my wife just doesn’t
want me ta go... don’t want to go will upset her." I cauld hear
her talking in backgrourmd so I asked to put her on the line.
"Wellll I read that letter we got. I told Gecrge I don’t mind
him goociiing to reeead an article ({ie, his letter)). I dom’t
mind him going for that reason, you knocow (Flat, nasal, really
tense and held-in), but Geowmrge is so cutspokern, makes me worry,
what is he going to talk about mext? You krnow pecople gossip they
say Gecrge said this and that." Well, listern, that'’s why we're
recording this, so one carn misgquaote him, it?'1l be on tape.
There's nothing to be afraid of. There are a lot of peaople who
think what he did was very brave. Feople don’t think the way
they used ta. "Wellll, I am fcor him. I gust don’t want people
talking you know. Feople will paint at your childrern and say
your father was in Jail amnd this and that and that. I dan’t want
to remember, rather forgive and forget. And now don’t you go get
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Glernn invalved irn this." Uhh, by the way how cld is Glenn? "He's
fifty." I kept myself from explading over the telephone. I
warnted to scream at her and ask her what she thought she was
protecting her S@-year old san from? I'd loave to get her on
videcotape. If I didn't strangle her first.
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