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We have your leave clearance hearing back, Frank, and we want
to question you some mores

Why wasn't It passed on the last time?
I think the trouble this time may be your part in the Fair
Play Committes...eYou have had one leave clearancs hearing

‘before, haven't you Frank?

I had two, cne just before the move to Tule Lake and then
another one.

You had a segregation hearing and then a leave clcarance
hearinge. The first was with Mr. Lechliter, which was a very.
short interview. Going back to Question 27 and 28, I believe
in the original registration you qualified your answers to
both questions then later, in the second interview with

Mre. Carroll, you indicated you would like to answer Quchlon
28 with an unquallfled fyes " .- :

Yese

Would you want to leave Question 27 with the some qualifi=-
caticn you had before?

Yese
What is your attitude at the present time, Frank, about
those questions? Do you want to make any change in your
answers now or leave them as they are?
As far as Questlon 28 there is no chanve, that I think.
That ‘Wwill be "yes?“i“:” PAES
Yese

What about Question 277
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Emi: On 27, heret's something that I would like to make clear,
that I am not opposed to going into the army or anything
like thate I think for any American that is the duty, and
just as soon as I get my clarification of status and my

rights restored I will be willing to go. I would like to
ask that those things be made clear before I zo out and
risk my life for the countrye One thing about us, when
we go off to war we don't figure on coming back, we figure
i we sacrifice our life for the country, that is a.heritage.
If we are going to do that I like to leave something behind
before I leavee.

Carroll: What do you mean "that is a heritage"?

Emi: When you go off to war you are considered more or less a
member of the family, you are suprosed to be fighting for
the governmente In this case my country is the United
Statese That is the way we look at ite '

Robertson: Let me see if I can set something over to yous I think your

thoughts are a little bit wronge It may be a fact that tho
Japanese government exacts that from all its pcople. I be~-
lieve you will find that the United States government exacts
only a willingness to do thate. The United States goverament
doesn't want a dead soldier, tacy want a live fighting mane
I don't think you will find anything in the principles of the
United States government that requires their soldiers to
needlessly sacrifice themselvese

Emi: I don't mean going out and sacrificing yourself, but you go
with the idea that you may not come backe

Robertson: T think that that is wrong, Frank; of course, vwhen you go
% on to battle in armed formation you have to concnde that
there is a bigz possibility that you won't come backe

Emis That is vihat 1 mean.

Robertson: On the other hand the percentasze is very smalle The boys in
the field who come back are a large majority of the boys who
went, so in going the army of the United States, you need not
be e fatalist that you won't come back, but if you do join
the army you will do your best to fight the enemy and come
out alive.

y# o Emds I know there is some percentage in going and not coming back,
: but if you can come back it is so much the betters

" Robertson:  .In the Fair Play Committee you boys have come out with the

i y statement that you hereby resolve not to appear for pre=induc-
tion physical or for induction if called. There is a law
in our statute books which says that every citizen, unless
excused for some special reason, is subject to the call when
he is needed in the army, either in time of peace or in time
of ware Now that is a law on the books.
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Yese
Don'%t ybu think you should cbey that law implicitly?

We are not saying that we will not go to the army Or anything,
Mr. Robertson. Like myself, I would go any time if I was
out in California or if I was given the rights of any other
American citizen, and I still say that I am not saying I

won't go as soon as I am treated as an American citizen
should be treatede I would be glad to goe.

I think that is right; I think also you are meking a mis=

take in that you are trying to bargain with the governme nt

of the United States on a law that is on the statute books, and
that just can't be done. Tow if you want to have that law
repealed you shouldn't disobey a law in order to bring it

up for repeal, there are plenty of ways to bring the case up
without deliberately breaking the lew of the United Statess
Dontt you think it would be better for you to obey all laws

of the United States and at the same time to work ciligently

“to obtain that clarification of citizenship, or whatever.

you call it?

That is the best way, yes. At the same time, up to now wve

have been suppressed in our rights and privileges of American
citizenship because the government sald s0, and vie have more

or less complied with that order; but, that order, I believe,
is unconstitutionale Of course, that is before the supreme
court nowe I believe that order to comply with the Presidential
Proclamation and was vneonstitutional because the Consitution
of the United States states that citizens shall not be deprived
of life, literty or property without due process of lawe 1In
my position, I do not inow just what my status is as a citizen.
T do not kaow whether I am a fuil fledged citizen, they say I
am, but actual factors are a little bit different, and I don't
know whether I am in the same status as the Indians, aren't
they wards of the goverament, Mr. Carroll?

T don't know that they are, they are on reservationse.
Yese

They are considered wards of the goverament, but they are

- free Indianse

Not that I want to be a ward of the gdvernment, but that is

. just what I am not clear one You told me last Friday as long

as we are here, we have no corstitutional rights if the WRA
denies us those rights, but you said we could legally contest
that in the courts.
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Robertson: I told you also that you must obey the laws as they are, that
trhere isn't any one who can't contest the legallity of the lawe
At the same time, there is no one who can give any one the
right to disobey those laws as long as they are on the bookse

Emi: As I was saying, I was always under the limpression in order
to contest any law it would have 'to be uroxen and tﬁen pro-
cessed throuzh the courts and final decision is up to the au-
thoritiese. :

Robertson: That is one way of contesting a law, but it has already been
contested by more than one, twenty-five or thirty or three
hundred people wouldn't have aay more effect than one. There
is a way to contest a law without breaizing the law as I told
you the other day.

Emni: Of course that part is up to the individval which way he would
like to contest ite

Robertson: That part is up to the individual, but in this hearing I am
S ~trying to determine whether you want to be an American, a
Japanese, "or somethinz elses I am also tryinz to determine
whether you are the kind of a fellow who will obey the laws
of the United States Government. We have a leave clearance
procedure, and when we send some one out we are supposed to
: send out only law abidinz citizens. Now this leave clearance
- hearinz today is for me to determine how much respect you have
for the laws of the United States regardless of what has
happened or what poolblon you are ine . If you take the posi- -
tion of -determining whether the laws are uaconstitutional
and whether you are zoing to evade the law if you feel it is
unjust to you, then you might also take it upon yoursell to
have the came attitude outside regarding the laws of the country.

Emi: Well, coming back to the first statement, whether I want to
be Japanese or not. I don't know how the other people are, but
I don't think I have ever meantioned or indicated in cwen one
way, where my loyalty to this country is ccncerned, I doat't
L think T have indicated that I have any sympathy or anything for
e Japan because I don't know how it ise This is where I was
3% ' born and educated and all my friends were all Americans,
Caucasians, and in my business it was dealing with Caucasians,
and I, at least I believe, I think I an a real Amsricean. That
is the way I was broucht up to think and I think if any leoyal
G American were placed in the position that I was that he woald,
AT b as an American and human, I think he would think like I did on
»a’hagg ~this particnlar question.. I don't know, you are not in a po-

f’ sition where you mey not be able to - think like me or any other
Arerican because you have certain duties to perform. That
can't be helped.
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Frank, don't misunderstand mee As far as my sympathy for
our position is concerned, I have a lcte I can see where
&

* you have the feeling you haves I think there is a difference

between you and me that I will have to obey the laws as they
are written and I will have to take the chenncls outlined

to me if I think those laws are unjust in order to correct
those unjust lawse T don't believe there is any oae€ who would
regard you as Japanesos In tle conversations I have had with
you and knowing about you, I don't thi k you would get along
in Japan, but, unfortunately in the situation here we have Tto
have assurance also that you are & zood, law abiding Americanes ’
T don't know what questions to ask to bring it oute I imagine
you told me in your conversation just about how you feel about
it, but I would like %o persuade you that you are making &
mistalze in “eking the initial step in breaking the lew and
thet it is going to be hard for the peopls outside %o vnder=
stand why you break the law, because they are not familiar
with your situations Tt is the government of the majority
and it seems to me that the first oblization you have to
yourself would be to protect yourself by obeyins the laws, that
you also have the obligation to yoursell of trying to correct
an injustices I wouldntt for a minute suggest to you that

if ‘you feel you have been unfairly dealt with that you

should pass it by without protesting, that is also an

American privilege. Do you think the activities of the Fair
Play Committee have been subversive?

I don't think so, Mre Robertsons-

Do you think you have influenced other people to not answer
the Selective Service call?

Mo, I don't think so becausevat some of the meetings I have

attended they have always como out and stated that if the
person{ wants to get into the Fair Play Committee just to
evade the draft we don't want Them. They also stated many
times at the meetings those peovle who had jntention of
joining the committee just to evade the draft were not wel-
core. As you know, it 1s up to the individuale

Let me ask,you, Franlk, what do you think you can do by
refusing to appear for Selective Service to clarify your

_situatione TVhat, in other words, have you in mind, what 1is

your aim?

P ¢ just wonder if it won't bring more attention toﬁ the fact
’rgjthatrwe,.as_American‘citizens in here and subject to the army,

as such, that it would call the publicts-attention to the .
fact that we haven't rights of citizens and they would try
to.remedy that. Of course, they will have to see both sides
of the question, if they only see that we are violating the
Selective Service Act naturally there isn't any one that would
be in sympathy with us, but in a court that is where I

think a person has the right to present. both sides of the
picturee.



Frank Emi - 6= Rehearing = April L, 194,

Roberson:

Emi:

Robertsons

Emis

Carroll:

"Emiz

Carrolls

Emic

Carrolls

Emis

S Carrolls i

Emig

Carfoll:

If you go to court you are goinz to be tried on one chargd

and that charge will be that you recfused to answer the
Selective Service calle Now the judge trying you on that,

it has to be yes or no, did you refuse pr didn't you refusee
It isn't why you refused or under what conditiocns you refnsed.
Are you guilty or aren't you gnilty. ‘'The charge is there,
the judge is goins to pass sentence on that one guestione

He will have no authority to waive that law. Ie has to judze
on the law as the law is writtene After the setence is passed
and it is guilty you will probably be treated the same as the
boys down at Poston who contested the lawe There was nothing
that ever came out about it and they went into the court and
the court sentenced them to three years in the penitentiarye.
What will you do if you get into the penitentiary?

You hawve no rightses
That is what I am trying to get over to youe What I am

trying to say, Frank, is tuis isn't the time and isn't they way.
I think you have four strikes against you when you start out

.in that manner to fight public sentiment in time of war,

you have everything against you to start withe I think some
other manner would be much better. This leave clearance
hearing I called you for seems to have turned out to be a
lecture, I guesss

Maybe I need ite
Don't you think there are other means of establishing your
liberties as a citizen other than violating the Selectiwe

Service Aot?

Well, I don't know, I maye I suppose there are. T suppose
such steps have been taken in cases pendinge

Have you taken any steps besides this one?

I have written to lir. Myer to see if I could get out, butb
I don't know whether you would call that a step or note

Prior to the time of registration did you take any steps to
determine what your status was?

I don't think I had much chance. We were, without being
asked, put in here.

- Suppose you were gbing to be called for the draft, what actim

would you take to determine your status?
I don't knowe

Would you go out eand kill a man to be put in court to find



Frank Emi - 7 = Rehearing- April L, 1SLL

Emics

Carrolls

Emis

Robertson:

Emis

Robertson:

I certainly wouldn'te.

That is what you are doing when you violate the Seloctive
Service Acte You are breaking the law to determine whether
or not you are a citizene.

Here's somethinz else, I was looking at it personallye
Suppose my father, or my boss, or any one over me was working
me, making me work and I am very willinz to work, but I
haven't had food for so many days I am hungry, I can't

move, I can't worke I amwilling to work but please fegme, '
give me some food and I can worke I just wonder if my posi-
tion, as regards my rights, isn't illustrated something

like that?

I think that is an exagserated case, but I think this, that
fellow who couldn't work because he needed food, he could quit
that man and go some place else to work for some one who

will give him food, but, in the case of joining the United
States Army, you can't just tip your hat to the Selective
Service man and say, "Thank yov, but I don't care to join."

" The Selective Service Act is an ac®t which no one is supposed

to doge, while the man working for some one else,.he can
quite You can't quit the army.

All I can say is that as far as the amy is concerned, I

have never said I won't go, tnt I believe that under the cir-
cumstances, I consider these:zacts unconstitutional acts which
were precipitation upon me. I belisve it is more my duty

to try to uphold those supreme laws of the United States
which is the Consiitution, and you could say that you are
fighting for democracy abroad, but if you lose democracy

at home what have you won?

Of course, Frank, when you get into that you zet into some=-
thing that is a fundamentals You say that you will answer
Question 28 Myes", that you are loyal to the United States.
You are loyal to the principles of the democratic govern=
ment of the United States. At the present time ve ars fig thg
for the existence of the Constitution of our demoractic form

" of government, and we firmly believe that unless every effort

is made and unless people are willing to sacrifice and

work there is a biz possibility that we will be defeated by
the Japanese goveramente If we are defeated by the Japanese
we will have to live under the rule of the Japanese, and,

of course, the American people don't want to do that, and at
a time when the Nation is in grave danger you can't say "I'l1l

“~ fight for you if you will give me this, or I'1ll fight for

you if you will do that"s You will have to say that 3
_will fight for you and I hope that by fighting for you I am

“ .preserving the principles for which I am fighting.,' If wo

21l take the attitude you have at a time like, this, if
“we all thought we had wrongs that we thought should be righted
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before we fight for our country, it would be only a short
time before we wouldn't have a country.

That is true, the way you say it, but at the same time you
must figure that any person would say or think like I do in
my position if they were treated as an alien and put in
camps with aliens, with no rights, not even as much right as
eneny aliends of other Axis groupse Of cowse, I think it is
widely acknowledged now that it was a mistalke, more or less
hysteria at the time, but still it is an accomplished

faot and I believe that some remedy or rectification of

such a great wrong is the proper thing the government

should doe That is what I think

What are the regquirements to be a member of the Fair
Play Committse?

I don't know of any specific requirements. You have to be
citizen and ¢ nsider yourself a loyal citizen to be a member.

Is their interpretation of loyal Americen citizen msan that
they should not answer their draft call?

Noe T think every loyal American citzen should protect and
uphold the Constitution and the Bill of Rizhts.

Are you a member of the Fair Play Comnittee?

Yese

And following that you think you are a loyal citizen? What
would you do if you were notified tor eport for your cell to

the army tomorrow?

I don't know. Many things can happen between now and tomorrowe
I may think one thing today and one thing tomorracwe.

Vhat if I handed you your draft notice right now?

I-dontd~rmowes Rizht now I think you know the wWay I have
been thinkinge.

Would you zo or wouldnt't you go?
I would go just as soon as my status and rights are clarified.

How can you declare you are a loyal Amerlcan citzen, then?

:Taklng the stand I Just told you, I belleva that by d01ng

that I am helping toward the rectification of the unconstltutional

- acts the government has COﬂnlutcd.

'You already have a test cese in court now. How can you furthy

help it¢

That is my individual feplinge I don't feel that it should
be left to some one elsge e
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Do you agree that it takes one case to test a law?
It may take one or manye

Will you egree that it takes just one.

I think there are cases whore one viouldnt te

I think you will find one case 1is enoughe What 1s your
attitude going to be if these things are not clarified for
you?

You mean in regard to the draft?

In regard to your future and your loyaltye. Supposing that
this thing goes through and isa't clarified for you?

You mean the supreme mourt, that the evacuation was constitutional?

Yes e

I would abid by those dicision. If the constituticn is

interpreted that way by the supreme court I think the citizens
should back up the decision if the supreme court says SOe

Let me ask you a few straight uestions, then as far as I am
concerned this hearing is closed. Do you ccansider yoursidf
a loyal American citzen?

Yes e

Are you willing to defend the United States acainst eny

foreign power?

Yes'.'

T don't think I have anything furthere Have you azything
Joe?

No, I don't believe I have.
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