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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Heart Mountain Relocation Project 1&£L~ﬂ.,4h¢~JL4——-

Hea~t Mountain , Wyonming

Julr 11, 1944 %

Confidential

Mr. Dillon S. Myer
Director

War Relocation Authority
Barr Building
Washington 25, D. C.

Attentions John Provinse
Daar kr. Myers .

I heve your letter of June 15th enclosing two confidential
reports relative to conditions at Heart Mountain. It is my cpinion
that the reports give a fairly accurate picture of our situvaticn here
and of War Relocation Authority Centers generally. My weekly report
of*lay 6th discussed some of these conditions.

Your reply to this report, dated June 2nd, indicated that you
may have misunderstood my concern. It is true that a situation of
this kind makes administration more difficult. We follow the sug-
gestions outlined in your lettar generally and huve beer able to
maintain peace and harmcny in the Center. My greatest concern is
not, however, reace and harmony in the Center hut rather a daep
concern for the preservation of americanism and the maintenance of
resgect end admiration for our government and the Amsrican way of
life,

After almost two years association with evacuees in the Center,
I am convinced that the majority of the Issei are pro-Japanese and
anti-American and that this majority is augmentad by a cansiderabls
number of Nisei who are disgruntled and have lost hope in America.
We havo now relocated approximately 2500 of the more intelligent,
asgressive, nisei and our rsmaining adult or voting population is
prevonderately Issei and disgruntled Nisei end it is this group that
elects our Councilmen and cortrols our city govarnment.

I do not mean to indicate that we expect strife or turmoil
because cf this condition bu* 2m concerned because =f the difficulty
in keeping alive the smold=-inz embers of .‘rericanism in the face of
this strong and subtle opposition thet endeavors to discredit the
efforts being made by our government for their welfare,

b F

P
RG 210-16-382. 389.057 Subversive Activites of Japanese 3 ?. a5 /

- -l



The confidsntiel reports imply that our americarization prorramr.
at Heart Mountain is wenk. The casual observer micht readily gain
this impression by viewing the resnlts accomnlished with th: adult
cronpe. Our program of Americanization is strong and generslly ef-
fective with the children but has to be carried on eagainst the pac-
sive resistance of a majority of the Issei group.

Contrery to the expression in the report, the youngsters are
the ones who do have a respect for law and order and, except in
isolated ceses, h-ve not tzen implicsted in stealing govermment pro-
perty. We have never had occasion to suspect appointed personnel
of stealing government property and our proper<y control is pratty
rigids

Doi and Srhioya have been under observation for a long time. A
report by our Internal Sascurity, ernclosed herewith, covars socme of the
pcints mentionnd in the reports.

The fish market racket has some srzark of truth. One Tsuchiya
went to Granada and set up a fish market. He sold fish to Grunade
Center and to his trother whe remained in Heart Mountain. Our com-
munity stores were not equipped to handle fish and we did rnot stop his
activity until they set up their market. When 5Susiness Enterrrise
got their aquipment installed, we storped his business. Ws also
purchased fish from the Granada Market for our Mess denartment. The
first shiprent came in short and we refused tc authorize payment for
their weihts. He became angry and refused to sell us ary more fish
and Kr. Main was suhtly approached with an intimati~r of a bribe. WYe
broke relations with him and I understand the Quart:rmaster later re-
suned purchases for us from this market and we watched their weights
closely. The Project Director was not offered the orpcrtunity to
accept their bribe.

¥We now know the source of the reports and believe that they
ware compiled over e period of time rather than the three or four deys
the man and his wife spent et fear® Mountain., Nevortheless, they
should not be pacsed lightly by but should have considerztion in
future policy, particularly, in considering a possi-le modification
in community govarmment,

Sincerely,
i (2
Gu:r Robertson
Frcjesct Director

Enclosure - 7862
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