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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Where will we fight?

You will be employed therever -our government and the Army of the

United States thinks ;ou should be sent, No other promise than that.
can be given to an American soldier. However, it is not'the, 1nten~'
tion to use ;ou against the Japanese. 4

~

v

Is the formation of a Japanese American combat team a. type of seg— ;
regation? .

The frgenigation.of your men into & separate combat teéam is not . %
segregatisn. It is the means of making the most effective use of
your strength for the ggod 9f the national war effort and for the
ultimnate good of all Jepanese Americans. There will be’ other
Japanese *Americans taken into the Army and ther will be assigned
in the same way as eny other American soldier. The organization

of a-separate Japanese American combat tcam has the. -distinct and
very definite adventage and value of bringing the Japanese American
question to the attention of the American public and to establish
their DOs1tiVn as 1oyal American citizens.

1

What will havpen to Japancse Americans already in the military
serviece? ; A SO
Some will be assigned as cadres for the combat team. The obhers

will continue in their pregeﬁt duties or be rea331$ned qs the cir-
cumstances wa“r"nt. : ;

T

Will our candidates be sent te the regular Offlcers' Candidate

Schgols, or 1ll they train separatelv?

They w1ll bo 1n the same way, and be given the -sané fraining, as
any other candidate.

What about the Japanese Americans who already are reserve officers

. but have not been called into active service?
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;have net been called 1nto active service.)

As they are needed, they will be-called, provided théy are’ deemed
to be qualified for the work at hand. (It needs to be remembered,
however, that there are many reserve officers in all groups which - !

Will all Japanese Americans in the Army be formed inte the combat .
team? , i
No, the+ will not. The ccmbat team is an exceptional organization. \

Others may be taken into the Army and will be given a351gnments on
the same basis as other American soldiers.

Will the combat team be offlcered by Amerlcans of Japanese blood !!
throughout? L : g :

It is contemplated that at first, your regimental, battalion and
company” comnanders will not be Japanese Americans because of the
lack of men who have hnd training and experience with the hlgher g

‘commands, but that your other comvany officers will be Japanese

Americans insofar as it is possible to supvly those who have had
the proper training. As Japanese American officers prove them-
selves qaallfled for higher command, they will be advanced in grade.

Have Japanese-Americans already in the ﬂllltar" serV1ce been dis-
crininated against?

It has certainly never been the policy of the Army of the United
States to countenance discrimination agzainst American soldiers of
any race. Where discrinination has occurred, it has been due to
ignorance or stupidity on the part of individuals. An Arny, in a
periol of great expansion, cannot take account of all the separate
acts of its manv individuals. The best corrective is to develop
a line of policw which will"show the individunl what is wanted by
his government. That is what is being done in this case., The
present course is a direct rebuff to anr who have discriminated
against the American soldier whc happens to be of Japanese blood
and will gc far toward curblng discrimination against you both in
and oat of -the Army.

How will we be treated by other Anericans?

f
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A partial answer . alreadv has been made $0 this question. There
are many-'Americans who because ¢f igncrance.think of vou as a Jap
and nothing else. They are aroused against Japan, and they feel
hostile toward vou simolv because vou are of Japanese extraction..
That is the kind of thing we are working against. No American is
in a vosition to look with contempt or speak slightingly of a man
who is in the uniform of his country. Therefore, the steps now
being tekén are the surest way to counter discrimination nct only
now but after the war. Racial prejudices cannct be removed in a
day but thev can be reduced by goodwill and 1nte111gent action
over a period of time. The best antidote for prejudice agalnst 3
you will de vour own conduct and bearing. ’
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What will happen to ,those who volunteer for service but are turned
down for physical reasons? will they be returned tc the Relocatlon
Centers?

If the loyalty check shows that they have the interest of the United
States at heart, ‘they will be given the chance to work in the .
defense plants. The government cannot promise to find work for

‘you. In some of the plants there is still prejudice against employ--

ing Americans of Japanese blood. But skilled workers are needed
and the news of the formation ¢f a combat team from among vour num-
ber will do much to counteract the prejudice already referred to.

-

Besides service with infantry combat forces,{can a Japanese ‘American
qualify to become an American flier?

It is contemplated that if wcur willing resmonse and loyal action
assures the success of the present underteking, the other fcrms of
military service mav be ovened to you. ‘For the present we are
seeking volunteers for :the combat team un17. v

Can I enlist under an assumed name to protect relatives in Japan?

If this fear is upperm cst in your mind, it would be better not to
volunteer at all but to wait and take your chance on being inducted
later.

»

i ‘,' . < -
What will heppen to me if I am captured?

-
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That qdestion cannot be answered, but it is ‘assumed that since you
are an American, you will be treated as anv other American prisoner.

What will happen to our property?

There will be no change as a result cf your entry into the military
service. The s=rvices of the War Relocation Authority will con~
tinue tc be at your disposale

oo
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Wh;; were ail the Japanese Amerlcans ClgSSlfied as M—-d?

‘Because no - clea.r-cat policy for utilizmg "ou.r serv1ces 1n the Army
‘had been adopted. :

A

L %t .' .

Why were some Jananese Amerlcans dlscha.rged?

. Be&aouse no clear-cut pOllc"' ff*r ut.lllzing vour services in the Army

had been adopted.

o thte %
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How ‘soon will, W?}}be inducted after volunteering?

From 30 to 60 days. DR i i S
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What prov131ons m.ll be made for ny w1fe and chrld.ren?

The regular allpwances for dependents w111 be paid them, the same
as pald for any other soldier.

Will m femily be permitted tfp" Feturn to the Hest: Goast?
Not for the time being.. . . . Eamiegi sl
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. What happens to my father whé'is mct a citizen of the United States?
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Like all ~ther ne}sons'now in ReloEatl on Centers, he may file an

application for leave which will be achéd upon By the War Relocation

Ay
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-for the activation of the "American Japanese conbat team at Canp
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Authority, Iu_ls probably falr to say *“uac kis chances for favorable
action vlll be betner by reascn cf your gcing intc the service.

Is my brother, who is not a 01tlzen, eligible for induction in the

Army?

¢, cnly citizens are’to be inducted under this present progran.

% g , 3 ‘ . 4 I ‘ ;
Will our dependént§, patt dewendents and- immediﬂte fafhilies be per-
nitted to leave Relocatlon Centers tb move' near Or to our quarters?

They will be perﬂlﬁted to ‘leave the Relocaticn Centers if they are
approved fcr indefinite leave. Local coadivicns such as housing
facilities will determine whether it is practical for them tc live

near you..

May we marry and bring our wives to’'or near the training centers?
You mar marry, cf course, as may all soldiers, but local conditions
such as hrusing facilities, will determine vhether Jour wives can
live néar rour training centera._

Where will we train?

At regalar Arny posts in ‘the United States. Present plans call

Shelby, Miss.

Will this progran include Averican citizens of Japanese ancestry
in Hawaii end outs.de Reloca%ion Centers?

Yes, a portior of the comvat tean is bgirg nade up of men now in
Hawaii and in thé United States cutside of the Relcecation Centers.
¥ 5
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26. Will more than one coqbat team be foraed 1f the nunber of volunteers
is more than sufficient?

A. That question has not been finally answered but it is a reasonable
presunption that if this effort is successful other teans nay be
formed. However, statistics indicate that there are not encugh of
7our people to'forn nore than one combat tean.

27. What will be deme by .WRA to lock after the fanilies of soldiers? .

A, The War Relccatlrn Authority will nake all fanilies of soldiers
special cases of project interest tc the preject” director and his
staff, This will mean health and protection to the fanilies' while
the renmain at the.. center, and in the event they wish to leave,.
priorities of employment and every p0531hle assistance in reloca—
tion, including cash drafts when’ neceSSary. B

- 8
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28, Will ‘persons of Jananese ancestryy be pernitted tc re-eiter the

evacuated areas?
1

A. No, not for the present.

i

29. How about Jepanese Armericans outside Relocation Centers?

A. Thév:can_ﬁclunteer in just the same nanner.

30. If I am wanted not for nilitary serv1ce but for ciV1lian work,
how long will it be befcre I aa granted indefinite leave under this
progran? :

A, If your appllcatl“n is affirned, as gcen ds you get a jcbe The War

e Relocatlon Aathrrit" and the United States E-plcyment Service are
déveloplng Job opportanlties as qaickly as pcssible,

31, If I an granted 1ndef1n1te leave, mnay my Wlfe. wh: is not a c1tizen,
be graﬂte@ leave?

A.  She nay file an application for leave under present War Relocation

e
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Will I be permitted.tc travel.throughout the United States?

.Aperican soldiers.in uniform. ... :

ployment held priof to-evacuation?

A

N

Authority regalations an the ~molication is approved, she %iii
be granted leave. ; : e

- -
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Will my movenments be free and unrestricted after my 1ndefihi£é
leave from the War Relocation Center? .

Yes, except for present requirements by the War Relscaticn Aﬁthcri%y.'

i

Yes, except that retwr to the evacuated area will not be pernitted
except on the authorization cf the Western Defense Ccmmandi Per-
mits for temporaxy visits will be granted autcmatically to Japanese

<

¥ill voluntary induction confer reinstatement orivileges in eme

An opinion of anpropfiété legal authorities is now being sbtained
to this questicne

Ié the Army‘pfégfaa in substitttion:for War Relccation Authority's
indefinite leave policy? b A

No, in additione.

Why is it intended not to use tne combat team against the Japanese?

‘For general security reasons. Qbviously, :1t. would be hazardous to

the. tean itself and to.the Aruy as.a whole.tc use the teom against
the Japanese since the danger of the enemy getting within or behind
our lines in American uniforms wculd be a constant risk, hazarcous

‘not cnly to the operation but to every Japanese Amefican in the ,
.areas ; i we

. 1

Are Japanese Americans tc be permitted tc join the Navy?
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38, Will Japanese-American women be ‘consid ered for enrollment in the
WAACI S? : - ; .

A. .th at the present tlme. However this natter is under considera-
tion and a decision will be rencered at a later date..

e ey g
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39. How:edugated ‘do the leel have tﬁ be to be acceptable for volun-
tarzulncuqtion? : SEe T M)
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A. The éame ecucat;onal recuirenents as exisi fc~ all other inducted
into the Arﬂy, 1.e., the eqalvalent of a 4th graue edacation. :

- »

40. Will the United States Enploynent Service ass1rt Jqpanese Anericans
who have been granted indefinite leave to obtain Jobs? Will any
federal agency help to refinance businesses given up © when the owners
entered Relocation Centers?

A. Upom-rekease fron Rélocation Centers, Japaneset Adericans will be
“entitled tc take advantage cf 2 tistance cf all feceral agen—-
cies in the sane nanmer as wrican citizense - -

J8dmoo enid -
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Hl. Will those whc were in the Arny in non-commissicned or connissiened
class- be vernitted - to naVe assurance that they will bc placed in
greﬁe? .

r S ¥

A. The extent and natare (o} P prcv1”us 1111tar" service w111 be care-
fully. cons1dered and 1nsofar as pcssible they "111 be. rgtarned t”

L L P EhE

their forner st“tas..

42, Will nan whe have completed ROTC in schocls and colleges with con-
nissions and ratlngs be accepted in: thls cormtat tean in rank? ‘
- '
A. Sane answer as tc orevious guestion.
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