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. MEMORANDUM
March 10, 1944

To: M. O. Anderson, Assistant Project Director

From: A. T. Hansen, Community Analyst

Subject: Weekly rerort for March 3-9.

i At the time of last week's report, the Analyst leaned toward
the apinion that the crisis.with reference to selective service was
past and that the community was gradually coming to accept it as an.
urpleasant but inevitable fact, He felt no great certainty im this
view, but it was his best guess. He expected that perhaps two or three
determined individuals would not show up for their pre-induction
physical examiniations, but that all others, even those who felt distinct-
1y unenthusiastiec about it, would report. This opinion seemed to have ,
soms basis. News of arrests in other Centers in the previous week had
added a nota of grim realism to the thinking of people and appeared
te have a sobering effect. A notice published in the Sentirel
Supplement asking a considerable list of persons to contact the project
. selective garvice office produced a quick and unanimous responsa, ;

All of the first group reported for their preinduction physicals, Those
_in favor of refusing to accept the draff unless and until certain con- v
- cessions wers forthcoming moved more cautiously and showed their fears - ™
of trouble to themselvss by frequent references to. stool-pigeéns or 2
"dogs®, Public feeling, though still deep and widespread, was less ' ;
fervid than it had besn earliser, The .Community Council was working on
a dignified petition to President Roosevelt, accepting the draft but
requesting some rectifications, which seemed to offer a pramise of
serving as a vehicle for a moderate community protest that would weak-
en the position of the axtremistas,
‘ . . : 2 L
The Analyst was wrong. What he did not know was that during the .
apparent calm the Fair Play Committee was strengthentng its position,
mobiliging the support of thé comasurivy, and preparing for more
vigerous future adtion. Another thing he did not know was how rapidly
people could forget the arrests that had taken place in the other / |
Centers. Of course, they still remembered them in an abstract sort of
way. But since, after the first jJarring news, little further informationm
was forthcoming, the arrests faded :{x_'om memory. They tecame distan¥ "=
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d_ymreal and ceased, to play. an important role im the people'siwishfiI~.
thipking. : .
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_g” Lat us loek at some of the develbpmenta. Confusicn preceded the
‘palling of the three groups that went for the preinduction physical exami-
;:tion on Mqnday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of the current week, The list
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. ''of pames to be checked for addresses did not arrive from the Park County

Draft Board until Tuesday, February 29. This meant less than a week re-
mained to take care of all of the details. The project selective service
office did its part with dispatch and then waited for the official notices
to the men to come, On Friday notices for ths contigent leaving Tuesday
reached the Center., By Saturday noon the rest had not arrived. *his
delay created much uncertainty and some Justified griping. The m&n wanted
to know if they would have to report even if their notices did not some.
The answer given them was, "No", ihen their notfips did finally ARRAVE
Saturday afternocn, they had to be specially delivered by one of the
appoiated personnel. This action did not make those who were to leavs on
Monday overjoyed, because they had about decided that they would not need

to go. Subsequently, scme of the block managers questioned the right’ of

the man #ho took the notices around Saturday Yo make such a special

delivery, j 7

: The unfortunate psychological effect of this confusion was-sharpensd
by the fact that many evacuees had read or heard a statement by the head
of sddective service in California to the effect'that drafteem were
notified ten days in advance of the date for reporting for prednduction :
physical, To the svacuees, this was evidence that, even in the mechanical
details of selective service, they were not being treated as other '
Azericans were. The project selactive servics office has lodgsd a protest
with the local draft board. It is to be hoped that the mistake iz not
repeated, ~ - ; 3 e vy

The Community Council petitions ran ipto considerable difffeulty and
have left few people feeling particularly sﬂﬁisfiad—- unless it be the
Fair Play Committee, Special bdock meetings were called Saturday evening
te present the petitions and get signatures., In three blocks, the program
went off all right, in some others moderately well, In thres, the meetings
blew up, due apparently to Fair Play Committee interference, and no :
signatures were obtained. In another, trouble developed subsequently, the
Councilman resigned, and no signatures came in from that block although
many had signed Saturday evening. In one othér, there were nome for undeter—
mined reasons. In still others, there were such low totals for both Y Hg
‘petitions combined as 12, 15, and 52, All in all, there were no signattres
from five blocks, less thaa 53 from three others. A further svidence of .
lack of support is that on Monday a number of signers came into the Council
office and scratched their names, Perhaps, more would have done so if
the Council had not closed the doors and sent off the petitions,

The objections of the Fair Play Committee were that the petitigﬁh :
- were too mild, Of course, there wagﬁthg,gddi;}ongl,kp:obablx,upata& ;
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y e L e Wak & amall amount of opposition from the OpDoaiﬁU‘ directt-n,*
;§"Q as well. At least one man refused to sigy the Risel petition because it

3 askad Sor some things that had already been granted, e. g., admission to

d ;‘..Civil Service, ' A few others did not think it wise to appear to be bargain-
.~-.+ 1ing with the governcment.,

There is reason to belisve that the petition does not indicate the
real feelings and wishes of very many residents., I\ may have fallen be-
tween the opposers and the cooperators, and hit very few people, The total
‘result looks quite impressive, 922 Nisei names and 1208 Issei names, but
it is not a very accurate expression of community sentiment.

The Analyst has heard from a few sources that the Council itself was
never very enthusiastic about the petitions. According to these opinions,
ok it tock action only because Councils in other relocation centers wers doing
EH] . so and it felt a certain compulsion to keep in step. Its reluctanca was
: dos{2Y.%0 a sense of futility, to the belisf that petitions do not
. . accomplish anything. (2) To divisions withim the Council so marked that
: 1t could agree only on a compromise that satiafisd few members. . (3) To

the position of the Council as a buffer between the cormuhity and the ad-

ministrat{on in a situation in which there was intense feeling with strong
' anti-adsdnistration comnotations. Under these conditions, it would have
ey been pleaaanter to b.an Just ignorad the subject.

_ " _The a.ot_iritiu of the Fair Play Committee have been referred ta a e 6
mumber of times, Its opening gun in the present week was fired Saturday %
with the diatr:{bution throughout the community of a mimeographed circular,
- This stated tha intention to refuse military servics until discrimination had
_been abolished and the injustices of evacuation erased. It also announced
. - a meeting for ‘Sunday afternocon. The Mmeeting lasted from about 1:30 to L300, :
~ Perhaps this meeting expi&ins why somes persons came into ths Council office’ ;"
on Monday to taks their names off the petitions. Monday mormning representa-
timas of the Cormittes met with the Communisy Council and criticised the
"Council's handling of the petitions., Tuesday night, thare was another Pair
Play meeting, Two items about this are of particular interest. PFirst, the
five men who had falled to report for their physical examinations were in
attendance. They told the assemblags they had been questioned and then re-
leased. Those in charge of the gathering are reported to have taken the
attitude of " You see, nothing really happens if you don't report; the Pair
.Play committee will take cars of you." . The next morning seven men did not
show up to gc for the physicals, The second item of interest is that a man
asked one of the leaders of the Fair Play Committe point-tlank if the lead-
er would advise him to report or not to report the following morning. The ~
leader is said to have stalled for a minute or two and then to have told the’
questioner he would see him privately afterwards. Thereupon he proceeded
with his well-worn diatribed about evacuation and injustice. This and scme
other bits of information suggest that the leaders of FPC are trying to bo
very cagey and careful about their publke utterances.

)

Thursday copies of Rocky Shimpo ror Iarch 6 arrived at Heart—lb" in.
The feature article is about FPC, It u very rmrablc. *n mma t.haz.- ¥
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..-{f;ﬁhi'_’idmix?iqﬁ'ﬁion 1s following a hands—off policy at present and thals thec »
*{:* FPC program has the “tacl€dpproval®* of the Qommunity Council, Many Heart ™"
3 wonnfaty readers, increasingly well-impressed by FFC during the preceding-vicai.
.. .7 days, wers probably further reassured by this article. It made FPC almost™— . -
.7: {7+ | respectable and less dangerous than it seemed earlier.
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: This same day, Thursdayy an incorrect report of the results of the
physical examinations became current in thecommunity. A telegram from one ;
of the examinees had arrived Wednesday night saying, "Everybody rejected, be
home.... " People were perplexed. FPC had an explabdtion. Thelr protest
to the Attorney General and the Secretary of War, made a week earlier,

had born fruit. The draft’was being stopped by blanket rejections at first,
but there would soon be an announcement. This interpretation was swallowed
hook-line—and=sinker by large numbers of residents. The prestige of FFC -
reached its peak. It was truly wonderful. A Nisel commented somewhat
bitterly, "This (leader of P'ch has the Issei eating out of his hand.”™ i
Many KRisei were doing the same, .

Friday mcrning came disill\is“onmn\,;aor at'least the beginning of dis-
{1lusionment. ‘A wire came fram Cheythne stating that some Heari Mountainers . ’
had been accepted, six out of ghe third contingent after the blanket object- .
ions were supposed to be ordery..It is tod soon to see what the reaction
will be, but one item offers a ‘ue. The Analyst passed on the news in a
latrine conversation. The immediate resyomss of his listener was, "Then
1t's not trus what they sayabout blanket relectlions and the draft being
stopped.® He did mot hesitate in ‘ebandoning the myth in favor of the fact, = -
One may suspect that in the same moment the reputation of FPC suffered in. °
his estimation. v . e % 7

et

’ 3
s A ’;

.The same bxeéccai will likeli be aided by the "facts—of-lifen _t,al_k: ,l’ri;-.
day morming by the Acting Project Director before the Community Counecil, . g
, His eplanpation of the slow and surs course of juwtice for draft evaders .

' should destroy or weriously weaken another $7th. Tt could probably mot i _
the cosrunity at & more propitious moment. Ey , e 3
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/’/.A. T. Hansen : : .
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