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SUMARY OF ®HE PROCEEDINGS
Foium on Jgﬁanqse Amoricans in the Vietory Program
'Hotel'Commodore, New York Foebrunry 13, 1943
co-sponsoreq by Japanoso American Gom

mittoe fop Domocracy
Amorican Committoo fo

r Protection of Foreign Bomn

or Protoction of Foroign Born,
since Arthur Upham Pope was unavoidably detained
until late in the maeting, :

Mr. Green outlined the purposo of the Fo rum, 4 r coordinate
activity botpeen Government agoncies, trade u

anese Amoricans themselves, in order to make use of this impor-
tant minority group as a part of the whole country's war effort, Citing the rece
@ roactionarios under Sonator Reynnld's leadership to "invostiga
War Relocatinn Contoers as an example of tho dangsrous interest
that such forcos have in the J he pointed out that such
n "investigation
oevacuees, but glse

a Govorn
5 war

ving out its job as an authori

Program, and thus an attack on the whole Aner

zed part of the Prosident'
ican viciory war effort,
; e

Washington, D, ¢, L ;
befors, during and after December 7, 194
f sabotage by Hawaiians of Japanese birt

ofonse of Pearl Harbor at the
ot only cnoperatod with our Government, b ut showed staming and initiativo that
‘could only come from the nnet conscious and unswerving loyalty to their count ry,
‘Quoting from the records of nisei -(2nd gonoration) in the Army and from thoir Su=
periors, from the FBI, from all sources who hnd constant contact with Japanese Ame.
ricans, particularly in Hawaii, he stated the conviceti
no- doubting the integrity

ion th:i as a group thore was
of these people nor any question to which side has
their support in thisg war, .

. Blake Clark, 0ffi

9 of Civilian Defonse,
Mr, Clark

y from his experience in Hawaii,
ce refuting false rumors 0

Donald Hendorson,
,_M-__
- 8nd Allied Workers

United Cannery,
Mr, Henderson,

Int'l Presidont of
of America, ¢I0 :
Ir, in whose union thers were many members of Japanvse origin and descen
Particularly those vorkors in tho salmon fish canning indust
said that the only way to fing & positive solution to the Ja
was to approach it, not aentimentally, but realiatically fro
strengthening the war effort, He reviewod the whole "mossy" background of this par-
icular minority group in this country, and showed that, whatover the cause, it had
' “88pocially isnlated and non-assimilated charactoer diffepont from the rest nf the
American people, He felt that the trade unions, insofar ag thoy had organized these
oople, had done g bettor job of intograting and assimilating and carrying oyt non-
iscriminatory practices than any other typs of loadorship that the Japanose had in
his country, ' Hoe strossod the neod of considering the special aspects of the Japa-
8 not only for the duration of the war, so as to achioeve n
reby thoy could contribute to help win the war, but also,

g the war offort internationally, and in rofurence to the
Far Bast and oup relation to tho people thore,

Agricultural, Packing

m the point of vigw of

olt that the ronl

ry in the proper

problom of treating the Japanese American minority in this
W hednts

democratic manner moant nnatwe +t.a o -
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ho democratic forces of tho peoplo of Japan could see to it th&tvﬁi‘
“roal roconstruction in terms of true democracy, and not in any;fphoﬁ

uld be established thero.

;é? tressed the same point in the handling of tho problem hero, and 8

cessity of developing roal anti-fascist leadorship Among the Japancso.
workers by integrating thom into the trade union movomont, and by ge0in
without foar of any racial praejudice or discrimination, they were

of tho whole pooplo's fight against fascism,

chael Obormoier, Presidomt of Local #6, Hotel and Club Employeo
p, Obermeier spoke both as o trade unionist and as Chairman of %
{ Gorman-Amoerican Trade Unionists, He to0ld of his many yoars' o
'pahesa as activo members of his local, and romembarad tho anti
trations organized in Japan by the militant tr
he eimilarity batween tho big problems confronting tha antirf
ans and the anti-fascist Japaneso Amoricansi axposing gndfeﬁQingv
ind its carriers within the national group itself, and tying “the'day . e
; roAdemocratic lendorship with the struggle going on inside t fa8cis 1 ) =
mselves to dastroy fascist militarist enslavamont,‘and get up truc ' v
‘from any vestige of fascist or "puppet" cont roLedif s

rts, War Relocation'Auth' ty,
was unable to arrange his work
his stoad, roporting the who
Japancso Amoricans in War:

John' akar, Chief, Office of Repo
- 'p@u?billon Moyor, Director of WRA,
tend the Forum, Mr, Bakar spoke in
fon and relocation of the Wost Coast

¥fdkei oxplained the basis for the svacuation ordor as
ty of the strategic military arsas on the West Coast, 0Sp
“vof‘combat, ond said that only bacause of the concontrati
is one area had evacuation boon found nocessary,
does not recognize the avacuses as “onemies", nor
potantially subversive, dangerous to sociaty, or to nation
the basic rule of the WRA in both policy and administrati :
"Bo Fair," and said that WRA in sotting up the relocation conte

‘knowing how long they would be used, but was dotormined that

should bo as short as possiblo. Ho to0ld of tho difficulties.
revaration, and the quick construction work nocossary. 0 lay at’loc
ramowork for ralocation life, Hs doscriboed living onditions as o
tandard of docency," providing food and sholtor, adequato care in caso o
ducation for tho children, and work in maintonance oficonter!lifo, Work
ominal wagas of $12, $16 and $19 monthly, plus clothing allowances  f
of the worker's family ($3.75 monthly for an»ndult),f b aff
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'He mentioned tho War Department announcement of Janu

' President Roosevelt's lotter commonding Secretanry Stime
"t0 nisei volunteers in order to form a special comb
o f Japaneso ancestry. Tha Presidont's letter said,
was, a matter of race or ancostry, " and acknowlodged th
‘the Army, Navy, War Manpower Coumission, Justice Department;' an:
tho opportunity for the loyal Japaneso Am 0l
when the fullost and wisest uso of our manp

ericans to serve tho
ower is all=import nt.
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over 17 yoears of age, male and female, citizen and non-citizen., This is being

done to clear tho bngkground of all vvasuees, not only to volunteer in the Army,
but so that whon employmoat is found for thoso ineligible for the Army, all cleared
evacuees can leave to resottle in the country rutsido the conters arywhoro except
in the West 0nast military area. WRA expecths, by tho end ¢f May, to have cloared
40, 000 employablo mon and wouon as & labor sourcad for prospective employers.

Already roloased, on an individual btasis, aro about 2,000 evacuses, 350 as collogo
students, most of tho rest for jobs, WRA is setting up officos in Cloveland, Chicag
Kansasfity, Denvor and Salt Lake City to 2id in gotting employers in touch with
qualified evacuees, working with War Manpowor Tommission, U.S5. Employmsnt Service
and Department of Agriculture. Position of WRA in getting employment is to see that
prospective employer makes connection with prospective worker, "from that point on
arrangenonts are betweon them," 'Only rostriction aftor evacuee is on the job; he
may not return to evacuated aroa, he will koep WRA infarmed of his whoroabouts, if
he is an alion, he is of courso also subjoct to Justice Department resiricticns in

regard to alions,

Mr. Baker concluded by saying that he congiderod evacues manpower nf vital petential
use tn thy war offort, and that with a successful roscttlemont achieved, he hopud
there would no longor be a Japaneso problom in the Unitod States by the ond of the

war.

Janot Fukushima, Chairman of Japanose Amorican Committeo for Domneracy

Miss Fukushima trancod tha offoct of Poarl Harbor on the Japanose American community,
ghowing the disintogration of tho old social, scnnamic and political rulatinnships
contrelled by tha fnrmer community loadarship, now in tho mein repatriataed to

Japan or interned as pro-Japanese in this country, 8ho told of the instinctive
identification, although confused and without rrganised leadaiship, of the freod
poople with the war effort »f-this country, and of their conporation as they were
ovacuatoed from the West Coast, She commondod WRA, but mentioned 'prokloms which

had not yet boon resolved by WRA, Sha raisod the matter of the ovacusus' aluost
complete isolatisn from the rost of the country's war affort, axcept for the small
camouflage net projscts and the emergoncy harvesting of vital érope, for which thou-
sands of evacuee volunteersed, The genoral idlsness resulted in a fioling of frus-
tration, incroeased by he bitterness arnused by the arbitrary ditinétions mado
botween citizen evacueo and alion evacueey a separstion first atousod by the raising
of evstract "civil rights of citizons" test cases which groatly donfused the minds
of Japanoso Amaricans, She showed the struggle botweon the pre=-Axis minority, who
woere not segregatod and who were able to seize every opuoriunity to create disrup-
tive incidonts, and the genuinsly anti-fascist elemen®s who were trying, wit hout
recognition and on their own initintive, to» educate and stabilizo the poople against
divisioniem and disruption from within and without the ceniers.

She stressad the importance of Secretary Stimson's statement opening the Army to
nisei voluntesrs, and showed the need of positive action t0 follow this step forwars
by working out a concrate program to successfully integrate all Americans of Japanes
birth or doscent in%o aither Lho Army or essential industry, and to reccgnize the
importance of destroying the f=fth column and dovaloping cloar new loadership among
Japanese Americans sc that “hese poople could become a self-ruspacting part of the
United Nations,

Aythur Upham Pope, Chairman of the Comaittee on National Morale, arrived and greoted
tho Forwm, charactorizing the meeting as "a patriotic, humane and honoest undertaking
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in the intorost of this country."” He notod tho fact that cortain journalists had
attomtod to "cast suspicion and i1l will on this undsrtaking and thoss concornod
with it" as indication that thoy wors thus taking tho Nazi lino, "to create sus~
picion of ono community agiinst anothor," .nd woro by doing so randering thoir own
patriotism doubtful, Ha paid tribute ts the lcyalty of the evacueoes under the

most critical conditiond, and exprossed admiration for the Japanaese pooplo through
his long contact with them. He strussod the difforenco betwoen the Japanese poople
and the brutal military eliquo which seizod powor und rulos Japan, and whe is our
onemy today.

Louis Goldblatt, Int'l Roprosentativo of the Intornational Longshoremen's and
Warohousonan's Union, CIO

Mr. Goldblatt, who ropresentad the CIO, as Sacrotary of the Califnrnia State CIO
Industrial Union Council, at the Tolan Committoe hoaringe in California at the time
of evacuatinn, made rocommondations as to tho mast effoctivs ways of bringing about
tho contritution of Japanose Amoricans toward winning the war. Ho commonted that
WRA, in spito of the fino progress it had made, had ons serious shortcoming: it

had consistontly treatod the avacueo situation from a social sorvice rather than

from & war considoration of svacuation and handling of Japanoso people in Amarica,

Ho romindod the Forwa that at ths Tolan hearings tho CIO had asked immodiate sotting-
up of & tribunal wheroby loyal Jaranuss could establish a cloar rucord and thon bo
permitted to taks thoir propor pluce within the industrial war offort or within the
armed forces of America. Ho folt that tho now VRA policy of clearance first, and
thon finding employmont, would bocome a point of doparture for convineing the Amori-
can posople, and for nobilizing tho democratic féreos in America into accortance and {
cooporation with an agrussivs, progrossivo program of rosottloment by WRA.

Mr. Goldblatt criticizod the WRA for failing to mako n distinction within the cenw
tors betwoun tho trus anti-fascist Japaneso and the "vphonies" and tho anti-Amoerican .
minority, thus depriving ths panrla of thoir gonuine pro-democratic leadorship, who
were put in an unfaverable light just because WRA did rot rucognizo the nood for
doveloping and rospocting such luadership, Ho drew an analogy to thae rosult in in-
dustry, where oven aftor the sstablishmont of labor-managemaent committees to incroase
production, if munagauoent does not support the union's effort with like contribu-
tions, atteupte to dis¢roudit the union by dofoatist and disruptor elements ofton
rosult, ’

He made tha following rocommendations; |
1, Sot up machinsery to cloar loyalty of Japanese Americans, with unions and other |
anti-fascist organizations of which they ars membors participating and helping to
esteblish the rocowds of tho ovacusos

2. Vindication by widse publicity rosulting from these hoarings would mean general
rocognition that the assimilation of Japaneso Amsricans into tho Amarican war offort
would bo ona of the greatsst contributions toward defeating tho Axis

3, Corroct union policy could see that Japanoss bs brought into industry and kept -
thore sido by side with other workars to ostublieh a fundamontal unity vhich will
ond any possibility of discrimination because of raco or national origin

4, Anorice to stop discrimination againet Asiaticy; amend tho naturalization law

so that all Oriontals can boeconu naturnlized citizons, rocognizing this as the
"gingle groatost political woapoz" for defeating the Axis, and proving to the people
of Asia that Aumerica is fighting a poople's war, and will get a pucple's puace and

e people's world

LISCUSSION
Carcl King, Amsrican Committee for Protaction of Forelgn Born, announcod that they
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aro about to have introduced into Congrass a bill to amend the Naturaliz
so that thore shall no longer be “daninl of naturalization to ths Asia
in America bechuszs nf raco

Charles Collins, Exocutivo Socretary of Negro Labor Vietory Committoe, u

opening of the Selective Servics draft for Japanase Amoricans on an oqua
with all other Amsricans

-

correspandonco with Dillon Moyoer, Diroctor of WRA, this Committeo had os:
the fact that WRA would accept as guarantee of omploymont the statoment ¢
union that it could placo evacucos through its omployment bureau in a fic
thero is a shortage of labor, without spocifying namo of omployer, Local
Goneral Clorical UOFWA, CIO, is thus guaranteoing jobs in N,Y,C. to two ¢

Teru Masumoto, Japanese American Committoee for Domocracy; announced that

Louis Goldblatt strossed importance of Govornment taking an aggressive at
on discrimination against Japanese in industry in ordoer to aBsure-succoss
unions' fight to end discrimination as a bar to full mobilization for max

production to win tho war; He cited the fight to ond discrimination agai
Negro people in industry,

Donald Hendorson said that in spito of the known labor shortage 5a agrisv
workors, over which UCAPAWA has Jurisdiction, neither WRA nor any Governa
has over approachoed UCAPAWA tn placo Japanose Amorican labor on the farms
from a UCAPAWA organizor's roport (Arizona, cauliflower packing) he rapor
Japaneso labor had boon inported to roplaco union labor at & lowor wage, ¢
that unloss WRA and the Department of Agriculturo stoppad such practicos,

corroct labor policios, the unions could do nothing to ond discrimination
racial minorities so used,
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