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Wakaye:

Fobertson:
‘Wakayes
kobertson:

Wakayes

Robertsons
Wakaye:
Roberpson t
Wakaye. 3

Robertson:

4m I the only one sho will have 2 hearing like this?

\

I think maybe perhaps 1n a lot of those cases they are mad
about someth:.ng and they went to make—. a lot of fuss, - ’

Thr.y say the eamp is on the verge of a b:Lg strike end blow-up...
That was false........

I think those fals:z things should be corrected don't you?

I think the individuzl should comne out and not put too much
blame on the Feir Play” Comzm.ttee. Those articles that were .
written wercn't from the Fair Play Commttee.....

I would mak° them retract it -

You mean the newspaper? : : FAL e

I mean the 'Rocky Shimpo'! ncwspapér. 2 e . e =

I am going to tzlk to you boys who arc the leaders. Thank
You for coming in Ben." L

Pertinent portions will also be quoted from the leave clea.rahce
hearing held for FRANK EMI which was conducted on April 4, 1944, by Mr.
ROB::.RTSOI‘ a.nd Mr. "{. J. ChRROLL Relocatlon o.fficer. : ;

'TME‘.ZBERS OF\TfIE BGBD: duy Robertson, Project Diréétor

NINTERVIE JEE:

-"Robertsons

. . .
®eeevtscscosvssnrne . oia
. . S

"HEARDJG BOARD FOR LELVE. CLEJ.R‘NCE e e el

Rehearing - o : L:
 &pril 4, 1944 . b L

W. J. Carroll, Relocation Officer
Frank Emi

9 -2k - 4

Hear‘b Mountain, 4.yom1ng

.

In the Fair Play Committee you b'oy;"._ ‘have come out With
the stetement that you hereby resolve not to appear for
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Robertson:

Emi:

Robertson:

9[’7

. o

prc—lnductlon phy51ca1 or for induction if called. There
is a law in our statute books which says that every citizen,
unless excused for som:z specizal reason, is subject to the
call when he is needed in the army, either in time of peace
or in time of war. Now that is 2 law on the books.

Yes.

Don't you think you should obey that law implicitly?

Ve are not saying that.we will not go to the army or anyb
thing, ir. Fobertson. Like myself, I would go any time
if I was out in California or if I was given the rights of

 any other american citizen, and I still say that I am not

3 whatever you call it?

- eeweesesececsscsesdosceas - i' k- .,'.;"~~'_‘.-"-

: the govtrnment ifr. Carroll? R

saying I won't go as soon as I &m treated as an american
citizen should be treated I would be glad to g0«

I think that is rlght I think also you az_*.hklng a ms-
take in that you are trying to bargain with the government”

- of the United States on 2 law that is on the statute books,

and thet just can't be done. Now if you want to have that
law repealed you shouldn't disobey a2 law in order to bring
it up for repeal, there are plenty of ways to bring the
case up without deliberately breaking the law of the- United
States. Don't you think it would be better for you to obey
all laws of the United States and at. the same time Yo wo rk
diligently to obtain that clarlflcatlon of c1tlzensh1p, or

‘.

That is the best way, yes. - it the same time, up to now e

‘have been supressed in.our rights and privileges of gmerican

citizenship’ because the governxent seid so, and we have
more or less complied with that order; but, that order, I
believe, is unconstitutional. Of course, that is before
the supreme.court now. I believe that order to comply ¥ th
the Presidential Proclzmation and all was unconstitutional
because the Constitution of the United States states that
citizens sh2ll not be deprived of life, liberty or property
without due process of law. In my position I do not know
just what my status is as a citizen. I do not knOW'whethe;

"I 22 a full fledged citizen, they szy I am, but actual

factor§ are a little bit different, and I don't know whether
I am in the seme status 2s the Indians, aren't they wards of

L - : oo,
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Robertson: sxvusiesali you think the activities of the Falr Play

Commlttee have been subversive?
Emi: * I don't think so, Mr. Kobertson.
(
Robertsons Do you think you have influenced other people to not

answer the Selective Service c2ll?

Emis No, I don't think so because at some of the meetings I
have attended they have alweys come out and stated that
if the person.wants to get into the Fair Play Committee |
~Just to evade the draft we don't want them. They also
stated many times at the meetings those people who had
intention of 301n1n5 the committee just to evade the draft
were not welcome. A8 you know; it is up to the individual.

Robertsons Let me ask you, Frank, what do you think you cen do by re—
' . fusing to appear for Selectlve Service to clarify your
situation. What, 1n other words, have you in mind, what
is your alm? £5 ‘

Emi s I just wonder if it won't bring more attention to the fact'
- that we, as American citizens in here and subject to the
: ¢ ~ army, as such, thmt it would call the public's attention
& y - to _the fact that we haven't the rights of citizens and
/ W - /18 they would try to remedy that. Of course they will have -
~a10 -, to see both sides of the questlon, if they only see that .
W T we are violating the Selective Service Lct naturally there
< © ¢/ disn't any one that would be in ‘sympathy with us, but in a
. ,/.‘- - court that is where I think a2 person hes the right to
L TIMEEE BotE present both smdes of the plcture._, %3 .

& /S = ==

esseccsecscccsegasee o . _' . e l.' -

Carroll: 'ﬂhwt are the requlrements to be a member of the Fair Pley
Cormittee? g A
Em s ; I don't know of any specific requlreménts. You have to be * °
2 citizen and consider yourself a loyal citizen to be a
x . merbar : : : ’
"Carroll: IS'tl '_tarpretatlon of loyal wmerican citlzen mean that

they shoq_d not answer thelr draft call?

Emis . : No. I think- every loval american citlzen:should protect
a2hd uphold the Constltutlon and the Bill of nghfs. i

X 61- o ,:" "_4;_;-,'-‘_‘.-.:‘
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: Carroll: hre you a member of the Fair Pley Commi ttee?
Emi: 3 , O :
Carr011:> = And following that you think you are 2 loyal citizen?

What would you do if you were notlfled to report for your
czll to the army tomorrow?

Emis ¢ gion't know. biany things can happen between now and
tomorrow. I mey think one thing today and one thing
tomorrow. . : : :

\ Carro]ix' What if 3 handed You your drai‘t notice rlght now?
Emi ¢ : | hjght now I think you knO'" the way I have been ‘t,hlnlcmg.
" Carrolls Would you go or wouldn't you go? E

Emi s """ I would go just as soon as my status and nghts are :

clarified. iy e =

Carroll: . How can you declare you are a loyal American c:.tlz-n,

. then?
Emi: | Taking the stand that.I just told you, I believe that by

doing thet I em helping toward the rectification of the —
unconstltutlonal acts the govemment has commltted. SR

= ~- o s

‘ Carroll: = You already have a test case in court now. How can you
: .further help it? 2 _' TRy Eur SR
CEms’ ;- Thet'is my dndividua) feeling. I don't foel that.if’sl_lbulc.l

be left to some one else." : . 5
The existence and activities of the Fair Play Committee were - .-
first brought to the attention of the writer by ur. GUY ROBERTSON and
“Mr. M. L. CAMPBELL, the latter being Chief of Internal Security at the
_Center., The 1nit1al conversation with Mr. ROBERTSON and Mr. CAAMPBELL
occurred on February 22, 1944. At that time ifr. ROBERTSON advised that
onFebruary 9, 1944, "F.‘[GIIRU MASANUGA, Chairman of ‘Block Engineers, ocame
into his office,_ tsgether with one BOB XODO:iA, an evacuee assistant re—
location officer, and told of the fact that a meetlng had been held by-

* subject OKAMOTO a few days prior and it appeared that 'OKAXMOTO was hold:mg'

‘such meetings for the purpose of, 1nduc:mg evacuees to not comply with
‘the rules of the Selectlve Serv:.ce Act as 1t had recently be relnstltuted
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for the nisei. . Neither one of the above two individuals could give

any specific information to ¥r. ROBERTSON. However, with such alleged
activity in mind, lir. ROBZRTSON caused a special bulletin to be printed
on February 10, 1944, generally advising that if anyone or group of
individuals interferred with the Selective Service Act they would be
guilty of sedition and punishable therefore. In conjunction with this
special announcement a notice was placed in the "Sentinel," the official
newspaper reiterating the remarks previously set forth in the bulletin.
This Sentinel was published February 12, 1944. s

During the the periodic visits at the Center thereafter an’ - -
attempt was made to secure additional information on the activities of
this Feir Play Committee. The cooperation of Mr. CA:HPBELL was solicited
to try to keep track of statements made by the leaders of the committee
and also to note any unusual activities. On various occasions the writer
contacted ROYQZO fATSUI, Evacuee Chief of Police; JOHN KITASAKO, Editor
of the "Sentinel;" KUNIO OTANI, Assistant Editor of the ‘"Sentinel;" BOB
XODAMA; TOM OiI, Block Hanager; and SA:f TANAKA, Reporter for the "Sentinel." 7/
However, for the most part such individuals were reluctant to talk ‘
about the activities of the Fair Play Committee because they -did not wish
to become involved. Two of these individuzls attended Fair Play Committee
meetings but desired not to in the future make their appearance at such
meetings for their opinions were contrary to the apparent desires.of. the..:. -
committee, consequently, they did not wish to have themselves seen. at ,
such meetings. What they had to relate is of no evidentiary value. Like—
wise, Mr.-CAMPBELL was unable to secure any specific information of value
as evidence. - . R o L et

. Interviews with other evacuees will be hereinafter set out, not”.
because of definite-evidence of sedition on the part of subject organization
but to somewhat giye a running account. - . ° ¥ & a2 .
- A check was made on February 22, 1944, with HARRY YOSHIDA.
YOSAIDA is a friend of Chief CA PBELL and was formerly a detective on the .
evacuee police force. YOSHIDA advised that the initial meeting held by .
the Fair Play Committee as an organization was on February, 1 or February
- 191.4‘1 Subject PKAOTO presided. A generzl speech was given by OKAKOTO
complaining about relocation and the draft law. .It was of particular in-

terest to .YOS}U.DA that very obscene lan mggﬂ'gg_s;};ggdmgp occasions by -
OKALIOTO throughout his €alks Iﬁcfﬂenf'é'%.ly, this use of obscene language

was also reported to ir. ROBERTSON by XCDAIlA who was mentioned previously.

Another meeting was held@ on February 8, and still another meeting was held

on February 17. During this time OKAlOTO and-his cohorts had been collect—
ing 2 minimum of $2.00 from members Wwho signed up with the committee for

. the purpose of hiring a lawyer to present the problem‘of v_,{‘tfhe .nise‘ai and i'fv

)
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b part.y in Denver to come to Heart Mountain for the purpose of discussing
' various evacuee problems. ‘Mr. MENIN had gone to the Heart Mountain |

DR 1-52 S s

necessary to fight a court action.

4 Inguiry was likevise made of WiRIER m%‘ who is also an
evacuce Cetective on the police force, OGADA was interviewed on Feb
22, 1944, 0G:Da had attended a Fair Pley Committee meeting on F ebruary
18 held in Bleock 20, starting at 7:00 P,M, OKaMOTO presided at the
meetlng. The mz2in toplc of discussion was the recent employment of an
attorney by the neme of SAMUZL IENIN and,an initial payment of 250,00
was paid to Mr, MENIN for his representation of the nisei viewpoint in -
Washington, D, C, The attorney had agreesd to present the nisei case '
to high authorities in Washington and upon a reply would initiate any
action allowed by Washington authorities, ©OKAMOTO also advised that an
additional fee of $100,00 will be required later in payment to Mr.
MENIN. With such payments in mimd, OKA:OTO advised that it would
necessitate a larger membership and of course more money, YOSHID. alsp
stated that PAUL NAXADATE was a leader of the committee with OKAMOTO.
N+KaD2TE had presided at several of the meetings, OGADA also told of

a meeting held by the Fair Play Committee on the 21st of February,

Thls was held in Block 6, Mess Hall 30, with PAUL NaKADATE presiding.

~ general discussion was had on Selective Service at that time, NAKa-.
DATE announced at the meeting that the attorney that had been employed
desired to be relieved from any future representations of the evacuees

- at Heart Mountain, -This was indicated in the letter to OKAMOTO reoelved

that day or the previous day. :
.. Mention was made, as has been mentioned of sfr. MENIN above
and in previous places in this report, Mr, MENIN appeared at the Heart
Mountain Center on thé evening of February' 15, 1944, hkccording te in-
formation furnished to the writer by Mr. ROBERTSON and Mr, CaiPBELL,
¥r. MENIN arrived,about 7300 P.M. that’ evening and asked the night
internal security force to-be taken to the residence of subject OKALIOTO.
He stayed at subject's residence meeting with-a group. of evacuees until
close to midnight, -Because of the hour, quarters in the administrative
building were furnished Mr. MENIN, The fellowing morning Mr., ROBERT-SON
had a short talk with the attorney at which time Mr, MENIN did not hesi-
tate to state his purpose and whom he visited the previous evening. He
advised iMr. ROBERTSON that he had been asked by OKAOTO through a third

Center to mect with OK:iOTO and a group of evacuees on the basis of

_possibly representing. them concerning the nnfa.lmess of evacuat:.on

however, at- the meeting many questions were asked of him concerning the
draft issue. He definitely advised this group that it would be ridiculous
to try to evade the Selective Service act and he would have nothing to do
with it. .However, he was willing to see What he could do concerning -
evacuation as'a whole. ' : e B e
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Inquiry was alco made of MINORU YONEMNURA who had been pre-
viously contacted by the agent on other matters.  YONENURa advised
that he had attended tvo of the Fair Play Committee meetings. One
+=s held at Block 2 in the mess h2ll on Sunday, February 6, 1944.
CK4'0TO presided. It was more or less & private meeting and about
fifty people attended, mostly issei. OiLOTO talked for appro:dmately
forty-five munutes discussing in his bombastic sort of way the con-
stitution2l rights of thz nisei. He read excerpts from various
periodicals and opinions by lawyers on evacuation. He denounced the
administrative staff of the WRs pointing out particularly how Mr. : ‘
ROBERTSON a2s_an ex—sheep herder wes lacking in intelligence and quali-
fications. -He complained-that WRa should not dictate to the evacuees.
“He Turther stated that the Constitution of the United States should
be used to contest the unfairness of drafting nisei. This was to be -
done through the legally established courts of the land. In brief,
it was a2 tirade of generalities about evacuees, the Bill of Rights, and
the Constitution. ND - : S, : ‘ :

YONEMJR: attended another meeting on Monday night, February
21, 1944. NaXaDATE presided at this meeting ‘on behalf of the Fair

Pley Committes:. It was held in Block 6, Mess Hell 30. It may be

: incidentally mentioned 2t this point that this meeting was sponsored by

the ice of Hearts and Hi-Liners, two social nisei groups in Blocks 1 5
and 6. hccording to WRa authorities these two “groups have been in
existence for some.time and are merely social gatherings of young -

fellows. A poster was furnished to the writer which had been tacked

up in a mess hall and reads as follows: Nice of Hearts and Hi-Liners £
invite you to hear P. NaXiDATE on the Fair Play Committee- and its '

view on the draft of nisei. Block 6, Mess 30, 7:00 P..., tonight

2-21-74." Upon a smallplece of per attached to this poster was the .
following: "Hi-Liners and ice of Hearts are neither for nor against D/ 74fler
the Fair Play Committee. - We have booked the Fair Play Cdnmttee so '
the community mey know how they stend. We shZll appreciate one member .
‘of ‘each family who have not heard of the Fair Play Committee in order

that we may have room to accomodate all." -

YONEMURL stated that about forty attended this meeting, ‘the
meeting lasting for about two hours. The meeting was orderly and
thers was no rough talk.  NAXLDATE, in his educational manner pointed

out instances of favorable opinions relafive to the constitutional
right of Japanesz-hmerican born. In this connection NLKADATE told o
of 2 negro doctor in Detroit who volunteered for service in the United ( /3¢
Statas army but had been refused, consequently, when the doctor was

drafted he refused to report. The metter was in court at the present

time. Consequently, N.XiDLTE pointed out that there could T fight
put up-2nd minorities given a voice. b A iate H
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