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Ye wes asked, 'Do you'thihk'it would be all right to: sacrifice our

_country to some other country to preserve an idez you have about our
‘constitution?' His enswer was, 'It may be, in defending it, we may
lose our ideals.'”. ] ;

"In viev of the fact that he now refuses to give affirmative
answvers to gquestions 27 and 28; that he has not come to 2 conclusion -
thot the cause of the United States is just in the present conflict;
that he says it mey be all right to sacrifice our country to preserve '
his individuel opinion as to the constitutionality of some of our laws;
that he states thet all individuels should have the privilege of refus-
ing to obey the laws of the United States; that he is a member and active
lesder in the Fair Play Committec who has published a statement that they

- will refuse to answer the call to pre-induction physical and induction

and that his general attitude and deportment for the past one and one
hzlf years has been antagonistic to our government and to government
regulations, I do not feel that he should be permitted the liberty of-
lezve where.he might.intorfere with the war effort. Therefore, I.
" recommend that leave clearance be denied and that he be transferred

to the Tule Lake Center immediately. "

- -
.t ~

The'qﬁestions and_answarsAébn¢¢fning tbe”Fair Piay Commitfée
are hereinafter set out: . S el i A i o e TG

" WRobertson:

Nakadates

" Robertsont-.

;i-.' 'ﬁakadateztl

hzlping out in speaking a little bit.

WHEARING BOLRD FOR LEAVE CLELRANGE = . *
e R Y SRR

° WEBTRS OF LE.VE CLEGRANCE BO.RD: Guy Robertson, Project Director

fan

e R LU . - Tom Horn, keting Project uttorney .
: »‘fﬂ;fgrffﬁfj;j,.i__j;~'M. 0._§nder§on,_gss't Prqject,Director,
WINTERVIEWEE: Paul Takeo Nakadaté. ~" . 7
T SRR R
fHieart Mountain, Yyoming - "7 T -

~ :

..{;Q;;};;A:e you 2 member of ‘the Féir Piay Co@piiteé?f
Yes, I guess you would consider me -2 member because I n;

What kind of prgaﬁizétion is it? Doés'itfha§etﬁ_pufpése? $ -9

_Well, whon Yr. Okemoto sterted this Fair P1y Committee, he-
wanted a following and it was some time ago that he wanted
" “to do something—I don't remember what it was—go to-

ZE

.
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California or Denvtr, someplace—and wanted some finances
raised and I said, 'no, I can't do that but I will see

what I can do.' Thc main thing wes this, althouch I

didn't tell him. Myself, I have a lot-of money customers
here and friends and if I raise the money for a private
individual who is taking & trip out, naturally, if iir.
Okamoto should skip with it, I am» holding the bag so late
last year, after I came back from Tule Lake, I was thinking
about getting a job here and incidently I got ¥r. McFarlane's

' -letter and it said, 'you will be on 60 day probation':and

signed by Mr. Carrbll. I went to see him and he said he
didn't know a thing about it. I went to Mr. McFarlane

end said I wanted a copy—that Mr. Carroll didn't know any-
thing about it, Mr. McFarlane said he did. ‘I was assured
who wrote it, I thought it was some kind of monkey busi-
ness, a kind ‘of a bluff.' So I had that letter and I was
sitting dovn talking, ‘it was a little after Christmas and
somebody came in and 1 forget the name of the boys, I think
one was Emi. Jjnyway the rest of the boys, I don't remember -
but ,they told me thzt Mr. Okamoto sent them over to me to
get a Fair Play Committee started so I said, 'What's the
fight about?' Well, this thing, if it is for the good of the
camp, we might as well go into it. I showed them my letter
and the funny things that's been attached so they started
to organize but it was never stable. It always centered on’

‘Doi. So one day I told them, 'You want a Fair Play Committee. .
Let's get everybody who is interested in 2 - -In the first

place let's -get Doi. = He .knows - procedures. ‘He knows what to
do. -I know Okamoto. He's a funny guy. We don't get along
so- keep me out of it,! I kept on paying dues and one time 2
they put me in as chalrma.n for three days and then the chair-
manship went back to him, I decided I would do my part—
.give readings and speeches and how, under this constitution
you folks are living, vhat rights and privileges you have.
ind then this Council and their petltlon. "He bombasted that.
I don't bombast it for what was-written in it but it was -a
matter of procedure. I'm very pat on procedure and it should
have been brought to each block, sanctioned ,and then should
be signed but thecy took it to each home. ~Mr, Nakashima gave

- me a retort which he .gave me in ‘the Sentinel. IT it is the
‘real Sentinel, the guard of this ‘camp, it should know what
" is going on,_ what's cookingy . Reporters should have sharp

eyes. So I spoke to one of the reporters and I'said, I
want to put this in the Sentinel,! He said, '0Oh, the WRL
won't let us put that in', So I put that in.’ I'm not

-29—{..-,-?’
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Horns

Nakadate:_

Horn:

Nzkadates

7

Robertsont

Nzkadates

Robertson:
Nakadate:

Rdbefﬁson{

Nakadate;

Robertsons-

Nakadztes

Robertson:

Nakadates
:Robeffsoh:
Nakadates

Robertsbn!'

iWhat do they do 71th that money? : '

,What is his names. _ - v s o o

‘ Ngkaye. 'f . i 4(~ R

'. No. 5 .. 3 . s .- : o .. . .‘.4. ¢

' journalistlc ﬁlnded. That's how it has been g01nn i §

don't know what Mr. Okzmoto's been doing lately but I see
that the Fair Play Committee is moving but don't know.

What is the purpose? -

Everyone understands it to be—for instance, you are denied
just procedurs in this camp—to bear pressures.

What do you mean by that? A ' 3

.Wéll; lebor relations—why can't we go to the Railroad-in-

stead of indefinites and the matter of messhall food. To
tell you the truth though,-I-think the .food is a little on
the skimpy side. They eat it. They don't negotiate very
much. One thing the Fair Play Committee lacks is taste
probably due to lezdership but by rights I think they should
have come to th: administrative group, if they dldn't want
to go to the Council. >

Do they accept dues? 25 _ D '

Yes, they were. - Vi : el Siles

B & guess they spent it on the attorney in the very beglnnlng. £

-
-l

Ars they still acceptang duesz .:5-f’"f ff"‘;'”ﬂ'.;

No, it doesn't seem to be doing anythlng. Seng'to Bé‘§ one
men outfit again. e s e g

Do they haye a t:gééurer?

* < g - P ened

Yes.

"Do’ you knov wherp he 11ves?

."'Do you know whether Okamoto had any of this money when he :
left? . s Rt & o -
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Neckadate:

Robertson:

Nakadate:
Hobertson:
Nakadate:
Robertson:

Nakadate:

"Robertson:

-~

Nakadate:

- Robertson:,

Nakadatz:
Robertsons

~ Nakadates-

BobertSon:_

Nakadape:i_

I don't know but ¥r. Okamoto should be a broke man. He
doesn't have much money. I think this whole thing of
finances—there isn't too much involved there.

Did you heve anything to do with the preparation of the
three bulletins that were put out?

No.
Did you agree with them? ’

I disagreed on one point..
What was that? '.-'~: ;:-f fk-*f:.hz-

In order to contest this issue, it sald somethlng about
refusing to go (draft). I statecd that this thing is an
individual problem. It is for me.

That is the purpose of this—to hlnder the workings of the

Selective Serv1ce Hct?

No, I don't think so. I don't think they had anything to
do with it. 2 ' , )

When"thls'bulletln came out plainly stating that, didn't

the members all know about it and agree ‘with 1t? Tee

-

No, that'was brought to me afterwards 5:f T

-

Who put those out? %

I don't know, I'm only supposed to. speak on the educatlonal

side and "any grievances they want to bring up. On the other hand

sopebodv else prints the bullet1ns, somebody else does this
end I don't know what Okamoto does. -That's why I say it

"~ isn't very democratic and isn't really fair play. Mr.
. Okamoto has been. studying on this evacuation-and I think he
- Was dr1v1ng at some evacuation problems,‘whether evacuation

‘was justified or not. He seems to be connected w1th the
Clill Libortles or. somethlng. ‘;.._' > a5 : Ed A

I

Does this organizatlon have a count-rpart 1n other centers’

b




. Nakadatz:

DVR 14-52.

Robertsons

‘Nakadates

Robertsoh:

Nakadate:}

Robertson:.

'Nakadate:

Robertson:

Nakadate:

;Robertson:

S

;*.\i7hakadate;7f

_,Ikbertsoh; ;
Nakadates .

_Robertsohi :
; xs

‘Robertson:'

Nakadates -

- 4ndersons | :
: : = man Does it have an executlve commlttee?

1iThat's just about what it amounts to..

Just in this center? <

o

Yes. ; » o “

v

. Was it to encourage the boys to refuse to ansver the draft

call?

~ No. Definitely not because I wouldn't stand for that.

< accordlng to the pamphlets, the part that sa1d 'in order to

contest something or other!', rhat part is that?

Nbself and tha treasurer, and a fello* by the name of Nagata’—

- who lives in 30—-he came over. Hefs not a member I don't -

think. ' He came over and said, 'What do you think about these

" things?' and I said, "'I'm not for it.! And that was printed

so that's that.

' There is no responsibility in the Fair Play Committee then?‘“_

: : : : : '
Doesn't seem to be. -It is very loose.
hs a ,committee then their publicatlons have no weight, there-
fore, if there is no one to back them up, there mst not be . .

Yo Falr Play Commlttee. i i. : : e

N~ .

5 o

If they had complaints, why dldn't they come to the adnan— -
»~1stration? ‘j: - r.:‘_' ey T : ~,w,v % '.‘_.

They shoﬁld have. That'S'ﬁhat I fanted but:thé&.bleﬁ'ﬁb; .

Doesn't 1t Just amount to somobody belng a 11tt1e vitr1olic
and making accusatlons and taking the stand but doesn't have
the fortltude to.defend thelr stand? Sohi

There is a good point in 1t 100 though——the Carter 1ncident.
Thatpthlng should be brought to lifc a llttle nmrb. :

-~ -

If it has good points and bad p01nts, certalnly soms of the =3
mambers should be'Wllling to npholo them ‘and acknawledge them.

s

I'll acknowledge the good points.,.i}fi‘{fg!f:,éﬁs'

-

How s the organlzatlon made up? &ou say it has had a chalr—
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Nzkadates

Ahderson: :

Nzkadate:

anderson:
Nzkadate:
Lnderson:
Nakadate:

Andersons

Nakadates
e G

beertsoﬁ:

Sl

Nakadates

: Yes, they have a ste=r1ng board and you don't know: .who is
"in it because I am in the steering board and a lot pf

other people 3ill be next time. It isn't organlzed{_ I
want things set. Otherwise, I can't see through it and if
the camp wants me to help in any way, I will but it has to
be organized.

Who else, besides Okamoto, is active in 1t?

Horino, Emi, myself, and .ir. Ben'ﬂakaye. Outside of that
their room is so big you can't tell who is who, It is a .
cormon body that gets together and talks.
How much money did they collect?

I don't kncw just how mucht-'\ l "

You couldn't guess?

Nd._

Who would heve the money?

I believe the treasurer has it. f'

'Isn't it a fact that the Fair Play Commlttee as a commlttee

has been advising the boys not to answer pre—lnductlon
phys;cal examlnatlons? R R -

No. I don't thlnk'the Fair Play'Committee has been doxng

- that unless it has'been some indlviduals..‘:.

Fobertsont

Nekadate:

~

\

iAnderson:

Is it the idea of the Fair Play Commlttee to try to in-
fluence the boys not to answer military call? :

g belleve it is ¥r. Okamoto's view that both 51des of the
picture should be brought out: I believe in the constitu- -

tional angle of it and to some extent, I have thought on

- ~his point too but I can't answer his interpretation in -

total because some words - interpretatlons - do not agree .
with me. This fact—especially, the word 'loyal.' It

's6nds to me like a bargain. -The other point is the way

he nsad the word — thé Unlted States ‘abducted' us or
%idnapped! us. - - Sy . - 1 .

.
-

hs far as you know, ‘there is no reeponsible head or- comm1tt

i representlng the Fair Play Committee? ‘FF;fﬁff"ﬁp el

I e 4

.

ee
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Nakadate:

Andersons

Nakadate:

anderson:

Nakadat el

Lnderson:

Nakadates =

@dei‘s ons
Nakadates

Nakadates

'-Anderson': :

Lnderson;

- pemphlets come out &s a cormittee.

: _mamber.
= Commttee .

r

No. Tell, ?mr. Oka.moto e.nd the steenng conmttee. :
When they t-ngned those bullet:ms, 'FJ.IR PLLY CO.&.EITTEE'
aren't you 211 bound to abide by the declslon es set out
by those bulletins?

No. In fact, I don't know who wWrote those articles.

You havc admitted you ere a mcmber of the Committee. The = -
Don't you feel that as

a member of the committee that they bind you to the views
expressed? . . : Ve ¢

It is too late. E Maybe so, but if I am over-ruled and they
go ahead and do it that's that. e

Have you taken ‘any steps to resign? :

No. I feel in the long run it may ‘be a Fa:Lr Play - Commttee.
Some article in the Sentinel said it t has always failed, One
dlfflculty is that if I resign, maybe other people will re- .
sign and won't support it. If Okamoto res:Lgns » be has follow-
ers. I don't believe in breaking up. & lot of people want
to break up the J.CL. I feel that if it isn't rizht, do .
somet.h:.ng about it. : P o o e

But you ‘are st:.ll a member? .

‘Yes. .

‘One of the pamphlets pubhshed by the Fa.u Play Comnnttee

mekes the stetement that members of the Fair Pley Commi ttee

do hereby refuse to go to pre-induction phys:Lcal exammtions
or to induction if and when called. o Sty

’_‘Yes, - 8 say that part I objected to.

Ho*.. do you justify you.r membersh:.p then? You state you ‘are a
.This has been probably stated as the position of the
How do you justify your continued membcrshlp,
havlng obl:.gated yourself tq that neﬂpoint?

I haven‘t obllgated myself. If I don't like it I Just don't.
dike it.- I say that I told them that I defin.itely d::.dn't
nka cht‘ -".".- el iy e : .'.-~ T .‘- ."

Qe
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Anderson:

Nakadztes

~nderson:

Nakadate:
indersont

Nakadate:

’

Anderson:

‘Nakadatei

Nakadate:

thls pos;tion if you admlt you are a meqber?

" Robertson:

Robertson:.

Nakadates
bertson:

Nak iates

Robert 'ni

Nzkadate:

Yes, I have spoken to Mr. Wakaye.

Have you ever taken any steps heretofore to personally make
knomm that you dlsagreed w1th that policy of the Fair Play
Cormmittee?

\
Would you be willing for me to state in the Sentinel that

you have stated that you do disagree w1th that policy?

Yes, I'1ll write you an article in regards to that. ¢
In other words, if you are asked and properly notified té
appear for the pre-induction physical examlnatlon, will you
go or w111 you refuse? ~ : - o :

- e L

That I don't knov. I have to thlnk that part over. - That is

my individual problem. I can't speak for anyons else's prob-
lem. No member should be bound by that and I think a lot of
members have alrzady reported for pre-induction physical. I

can't say that all that don't go are members -of the Fair Play
Commlttee. ; :

\
~

Don't you feel that you have to accept reSpon51b111ty for :

!

- My position is to speak and brdng up any mater1als whlch e

have studied and relay it to the publlc. .
Do you believe in anonymous letters or publicatlons?
-N

No, I don't. .I have ‘heard in the Sentinel that there are a8
lot of anonymous letters but I hawen't seen them.
You are telling .me "now that no one will take the responsi-
bility for thls Fair Play Commlttee bulletlns.

{
Only‘the writer can take that responsiblllty.

vThen he ‘has no authorlty to 51gn FAIR PLAY COdeTTEE on it.

5 § guess so.

‘Are you willing to permlt sone unknoun wr1ter to obligate you

in the sense that you have been obllgated?

8
.

as far as- the v1er901nt of’ oppo$1ng Selective S°rv1ce, e S
'n't let that express my view point. i@'viewpoint is entirely

Siteo e 4z s Bt Ay -‘.”‘.:.
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Robertson:. But at the present. time it does.
Nekadate: It would seem so. I don't think that any of thesc members
knov: just who wrote that. :

Robertson: Since you state that it doesn't agree with your own belief,
would you ever take any steps to try to correct your posrtlon
on it or try to find out rho commited you on that?

Nakadate: That th:mg was brought t.o me—I think it was Nagata, don't
know, and wakaye. That's all I know and I pointed to them
that I don't know. The point is I can't go out during the
day. I am always home. I have a baby to watch. -Whatever
‘comes to me comes to my home. That's the only way I know
what is go:.ng on during tne day.

4snderson: - Is there any lc_nd of & block organizatlon plan involved" : £

Co Lo

Nakadate: Yes , I think Okamoto said something of t‘aat sort some t:Lme _
back but, as I szy, the organization meetings are too loose.
There is no organization. If I were to organize 1t ,I would
‘make it on thc basis of the Community Counc:Ll.

hnderson: - Have many meetings have you Spoken at?

" Nakedate: . Mavbe half 2 dozen t:.mes.

andersons Da.d you 1n1t1ate the meeti.ngs yourself?'
: '_ Nakadate: ' 'No. 1 was requested as- speaker.:__- ";5_"::.!'. : o
. ; ’_‘ . - N ’ PP 2 - ve

inderson:. By whom? e [_ : e 20

- Nakadates Generally by Mr. Okamoto or some membar of the steenng

: commttee. : . : 1
~ inderson:- - What was the nature of your talks?
- Nakadate: . - Taken 'from Reverend Fosdick's book, 'ire We Fit for a Demoe-

racy' and 'Basic Manual of Indlnduallsm'by 4my Lind R
- and the 'National Unity and What it Means! by Senator Holt
and what else I know from Amencan H:Lstory.- Pl

— s

Anderson:‘- : Have you partlclpated as a part of the: cormmttee assistlng

.: 7 the material to be sent out to out51de pubhcatlons, like -

the Rocg gg ?
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Nakadates

anderson:

Nzkadate:
isnderson:
Nakadate:
Anderson:
Nzkadates:
anderson:
Nzkadate:

indersons

Nakadate:

.anderson:

Nakadate:

_Robertson:

Nzkadates

~ndersons

i

. Nakadate:

Lnderson:

Nakadate:

No. - Only once was I asked to send material. That one was
the one in which sr. Carter was involved and the one vhere -
the camp was quite on edge. I gave that to Mr. Omura. e

- Have you participated in contacting people in othzr camps
to help w1th the Fair Play Committee?

No. That is too much work.
Do you have a membership roster?
No, not that I know of.

Then there isn't a Fair Play Commattee. ii::‘_ ‘ R

Well, there seens to be.
Is it an underground movement?
I wouldn't say it is underground but just not well organized.

Why aren't they 71111ng to come out in public and put their
cards on the table?

That I don't know. i ; ‘_",
Have they something that they want to conceal to nwmbers?

The purpose of the Committee is to help the evacuees 1n this
country._ It has to do with anything that is unjust. S .

I think they all realize that that is rhat WRA is trying to do, -

'Well I think the idee of fair play is good if it is run on a
fair ba51s. : A S

Has the Fair Play Committee thought of taking their activities ;
through the Community Council?.:. . . <. -

ol S

.\.
Fodgei ang o B -~

No. --‘ ‘ : .-_ l, : -.‘. .. .-.. : ;,. .‘_ ':" . _‘-,- :-. o) "' e 54
Nould you say that the Fair Play Committee, that part of its ‘
progran would be to disregard the Community Council and obtain
these measures by their ovn actions? £ = <

That_nayvbe dr. Okamoto{s 1dea, S
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snderson:

Lakadate:

Fobertsons

Nakadate:

Robertsons

‘Nekadate:

Robertson:

- Nakadate:

Horn:

- Nakadates -

Horn:'

Nakadate:

~

aAndersons

Naksdatef‘

Anderson:

Were you present at the mecting ﬂhlch was pre51ded over by
the attorney from Denver.

Yes, I wvas. That was just about the time e got going and
it was Jjust a group of interested persons. They adopted it
because Mr. Okamoto has been vorking on it so long.

Do you think the name 'Fair Play' applies to your comrittee
in that you don't bring these problems to the people who can

_ solve them for you?

dell, they ought to but that isn't my—it isn't my—
Tt isn't fair play is it? :
It isn't fair plav.i

Don't you think the organlzatlon would be a lot more healthy

s they did bring them out?

Sure, that's the way I feel. Unfortunately there is a differ-
ence of personallty. '
Thy don't they work vith the WRa on thls?

There is a personality dlfflculty in there.

~

; Why dld Mr. Gkamoto want to have these boys reszst draft calls? =

I don't know if he is.

nbout 2ll I see is Judge Emmans remarks
on the mess hall., : . o2

You say many of the members haven't partlcipated. Assuming -
that Okamoto has committed the Fair Play Committee that he
may have sent material outside of the center for publication. -
hnytime during that period, to your knowledge, have any of
‘the members of the Feir Play committee repudiated. any of the E
comments made by Mr. Okamoto or anyone else? g :

Of course, what you write in and what they prmnt is- two;7

Yes.'
different things. - Yes, they ‘were quite sore. I sent that

last one in about this camp and about- Carter.

o told_them
the people .are pretty mad about it. : &

Have. any of the membcrs rritt n any statements repudlating -l~

the stands 1ndlcatea by the bullet1ns? iy : AN
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Nakadates Japanese people don't give thelr oplnlons through letters
or forma2l ways. Thay show their resentment though. I
knowv that there ere 2 lot of resentments. I have cautioned
Mr, Okzmoto meny times as to his use of language and his
attitude but efter all, in this commmnity of one set race,.
it is pretty hard to klnd of break but he has been cautioned.
I cautioned hio and gave up cautioninz him, Some members
cautioned him many times. He doesn't bring in followers. .
He loses more of them. ’ %

Robertson: = Do you thlnk some of these boys refu51ng to answer pre—ln—
B ; duction physicals have been influenced by the Fair Play
Commattee. P :

Nakadete: I don't think so,

Robertson: Don't you think that the fact that thls bulletln was circu-
lated and some of the members who refused to go were members
of the Fair Play comrittee 1nd1cated .that it had some effect
upon them? . : e . i :

Nekadate: I don't know, . o 2k : R f’“

Robertson:  Don't you think when it does, that it is unfalr for the boys
e to have to go in and tzke their sentence for the acts of -
x someone else? :

Nekadate:  That is.all up to them. I don't know if the bulietin had.
: any effect on them or not but if they went in knowzngly; they
: should anW'what they ere doing. : 2
s For the informatlon of the flle and w1th reference to the above
' interv1ew, questlons 28 and 27 are belng set out in full.

Question 2g: "Will you swear unqualified allegiance‘to the Unlted States

- %

of imerica and faithfully defend the United States from any

or 211 attack by foreign or domestic forces, and forswear -
~any form of allegiance or obedience to the Japanese Emperor
or any other government, power, or organlzatlon?“ S
Queétion"27: VﬁAre you w1lling to serve in the armed forces of the Unlted
: _States on combat duty whenever ordered?“ : :

i leave clearance hearlng was also-conducted for BEN WQHAYE by
ar. ROBERTSON and #r. iNDZRSON on ipril 3, 1944. -The first part of the
1nterv1ew, vhich of course was transcrlbed consists of qnestlons and :

v ".__.5.. ,_... A _,_..-.

. el S e
' ; e e e S SR
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