PETITION

TO:z The President of the Unitec Stetes of wmerice *
Vhite House, Viashington, D. C.

FRON: smericen Citizens of Jepanese Ancestry st
Heart liountein Kelecetion Cen nter, Wwyoming

. SUBJECT: Hestoretion of Rights to fmericen Citizens

of Jepenese fncesirye.

Veer Iir. President:

We, the fmericen citizens of Jepanese encestry ¢t Heeart lountein Relocetion
Center, &sre in complete &ccord with the degicsion of the Wer Department, thet we ere
to be inducted into the army through the Selective aerv1ce, end heil it es 51gn1f1-
cent recognition of our loyalty, &nd &s & tig step toward the epplicetion of fmericen
principles in the treatment of minority groups.

However, since the evecuetion, the treetment sccorded us, wes fer short of
dignity end consideretion &s should be given imericen citizens.

e doubt, whether or not you &re awsre that we heve been, for elmost two
Yeers, behind a Darbea wire fence, with our little sisters end crothe*s end elderly
perents, under the strict guard of iilitery Police, which gives it the resemblence of
& concentration camp. The splrltual shock end phv31cal herdships ceused by the eva=-
cugtion hewebeen the greatest in our lives. Ve are not ch.rged with eny crime or
accused of dlsloyalty, the only crime being, we ere people of Japenese encestry.

e never lost falth in imerice in the long confinement here, but kept faith’
in your immortel words, "smericenism is & metter of the mind end heart, fmericenism
is not, &nd never wes, & matter of race or eancestry.

e took the only wey thet &ny good fmericen would tale in the predicament,
thet wes to do-operaste with the wer effort in whetever wrs sssigned to citizens.
Finelly the tire ceme when we were given the seme chence es the mejority of other
smericens, to serve our country

ieny of us mey be called &ny cey, €meny of us mey not return until victory
is won, end some of us mey never return.

“ith this thought in our minds, we eppeel to you to give your cereful con-
sideretion and cooperegtion to the folllxing petition, end ri; ghtfully demeng, which
we hereby set forth.

1. UNIVERSAL APPLIC.TIOL OF THE DRLFT.

when the volunteers of the Jepenese Americen comb&t team were inducted, the
ree.sons given were, it hes & distinet &nd ver: definite edventepe, and the velue
of bringing the Jepenese imericen question to the .imericar public, and to esta-
blish their position &s loyel imericen citizens, the adoption of Selective
Service met with/fis recuirement. iny further segregetion from other Americens

is unnecessery &nd undesiresble, &s it is much &egainst our wishes to be segregeted
et ell.



2. INDUCTIOL INTO OTEER RBR&ICES.

-
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wé .+ Thet we shell be perm%tted to be assigned to eny service brench, such es the
“l eir-force, coest guerd, end navy &s well &s the ermy.
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5« RETURN TC THE WEST COAST.

k£lthough the decision rests with the Wer Depértment, we firmly believe, the
reasons for evecuetion, which existed two yeers &go, do not exist any more,

w« except the politicel pressure group, prompted by prejudice &nd selfishness

" for promoting agitetion. It is our primery conviction, thet until we are
ellowec to retwwn to our origninel homes enc business, our citizenship rights,
ere not, and will not have been restored &s Americen citizens.

L. GOVERWLERT AID TO ALBOLISH ~NTI-JAPANESE PROPALGANDA.

we believe thet Americenism feces the supreme test, both et wer and on the
home fronte. The enemies of Americenism within, &re those sinister forces
with selfish motives, under the guise of patriotism, who tread upon the
rights of minority groups, who work through radio, movies and the unscrupu=-
lous presse This condition is rempant on the Fecific Coest. The Government
should counteract with firm measures.

5. FULL RESTORATION OF OUR CIVIL ALD INALIENABLE RIGETS.

Ls in the cese of Civil Service and other rights, which they were deprived
of by City, Stete and hetion&l Government.

. 6, ACCORD THE SANE TREATMENT TO JAPANESE AMERICAN SOLDIERS AS OTHER ALERICANS.

\_ i
Y7 (T5£scrimination gctuelly exists in &ll Army cemps &nd Lrme d@ Force. We request
A ~that no distinction shall be mede to(them)in any service and that they be

AL AR promoted &ccording to their ebility.

Te NEEbTECTIOE OF FAI/LIES IK WAR RELOCATION CEKTERS.

3 ~  Continued protection after their re-settlement &nd &ssurence of this, in the

\Liﬂﬂ*“ﬁf form of an ennouncement by the Wer Department through the press and redio.
o \__
L - S We are requesting the restoration of our inelien&ble civel rights, &ccorded
e ' other smericens, which we firmly believe, is our right, guarenteed by our Constitu-
tion. When this hope of ours is fulfilled, the heroes of the 100th Battelion Combet
Team of Jepenese encestry, who perishted on the battlefielld in Italy &nd elsewhere,

shell not heve died in vein.

oy " With these firm convictions, we hereby present our petition for your
“ .. -  esteemed consideration.

&

Duted this 28&th dey of February, 1944
Heert kountein Belocstion Center

Heert LKountein, Wyoming
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