i

Memo. for Inspeotor M. E. Gurnea - February 12, 1943

boys, who stole wallets, have been arrested., ¥WR. BARBER is of the opiniom
that these boys should be tried in secret eourt to avoid any stigma. EHe *
stated that these Roys are mot bad boys. '

KR. BARBFR also related that there have been thefts of lumber
and food end that {t {s bis opinion that these thefts result from improper
adzinistration. Ee related that the stolen lumber was left unguarded and
Bo fence was placed around the piles of lumber. He stated that food has
been taken from the warehouse on several oocasions but that mo eomplaints
have been formally made and that knowledge of such thefts is a result ef
rumors.

He advised that liquor does come into the project but it has not
ereated any problems. He said that one man was eaught making liquor (wims)
and that the quantity of liquor made consisted ef two gallons of wine.

MR. BARBER stated with regard to thefts of government property
the defendants or persons responsible for sush thefts will mot be acharged
in the indictment as having stolen government property but as having stolen
state property from the pecple of tho comsunity.

MR, BARBER further advised that there have besn instances of
hoarding in kitchens. He related that the food supply at the present time
is geod.

Be stated that only recently has gembling reared "its ugly head.”
He informed that beet sugar workers are responsible for this, inasmuch as
they have made considersble money during the beet harvest and can afford
to gamble. He stated that evidence, which indicates that gandbling 1s going
en at the camp, 1s wvery hard to obtain and that no arrests have been made.
ME. BARBER related that there have been rumors that one man, an evacuee,
lest $600.00 last week,

3 He further advised that there are undoubtedly certain persons st
the oamp who are strongly pro-Axis but that these persons slways work through
provokers. He further stated that complaints have beon made against certain
Japanese known as the Hawaiian Group and that the complainants state this
group 1s rough and somposed of terrible persons. He said there has been
one instance of eommercialised prostitution but that this case was "nipped
in the Bud®™ and that the girl who committed the prostitution was cautioned.
He advised that the camp has had no further trouble with this girl, :
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& Ne further advised that there bave been & few “triangle sases®
and that there have been four or five cases of 1llegitimate births., Ne
advised that he does mot know what the wvenereal discase rate is at the
Sacp and that thls date will bave to be ebtained from the bhospital
authorities, 2 : .

At the project laundry KR. BARBFR advised thet the only elothes
that are laundered are those wsed at the project hospital and by mexbers
of the U.8.0, Organisation, It was pointed out at the laundry that the
Sorting room s much too small at the present time,

During the survey of this eamp NR. BARBFR related that the dis-
posal of garbage is a big problem and that thus far the Sommunity has
been wnable to obtain garbage cans or eontainers,

On the project is a large building, whieh was supposed to have
been ococupied by an optical sonoern, but, ascording to KR, BARBFR, {t
Was ascertained that there was misrepresentation on the part of the
optical ecmpany and this misrepresentation resulted in the cancellation
of the contract., He stated that this building 1s mow being used as an
offioe building,

Ee further related that the grade and high "schools are presently
wnder ecmstruction and that olasses are being held in S0xe of the barracks,

MR, BARBER stated that dontal work 1s also & problem inssmuch as
materials for indentures are only svailable for private work, He stated
that the Proourement Office bas been unable to ebtain materials for this
type of work and that there have besn indications that some dental work
is being paid for by patients,

MR. BARBER advised that there is & tesporary joint setup in the
government at the oomxunity, which has been recommended by all factiocas
&t the oonter. He stated the temporary eouncil of blook chairmen is ecm-
Posed of Isses while the bloock managers, who are elected, are all Niseis
and that their duties are adainistrative. He stated that town hall meet-
ings are held overy Monday evening and that at all important meetings g
Fepresentativesaf Issei and Nisel get together and arrive at the solutien
of their prodlems. - 3

MR. BARBER stated that recently Becretary of War STINMSON ruled
that Japanese of American birth oould be reoruited in the United States Army
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on bhand a thirty-day surplus of basic foods.

M2 . GUY ROBERTSON, Project Dirsctor, ca February €, 1943, stated
the total population at the relocation center is 10,692, He was unable to
relate the exact number of Niseis, Isseis and Ksbeis together with the
aumber of each of these elasses who are eighteen years of age and abdbove
and who are seventesn years of age and below., Ke was also waable to relate
ths total number ef school ehildrea at the project. However, hs advised
he would have this data available the following day (Februsry 7, 1943),

MR. ROBERTECN advised that the total number eof Japanese who have
been permanently located is 1885, :
: He was asked for a desoription ef the project, the size of the
samp and the acreage available for eultivation for 1943. He edvised that
bhe would have this data available the following day. In this eonnecotion }0
Special A;ntm of the Denver Field Office advised that _ . <~
1200 aores wi E] able for eultivation this year,

MR. ROBERTSON was also requested to furnish a 1ist of names of
Japanese wardens at the projeet together with their oity of last resi-
dence and their rank. This he promised he would do.

MR. ROBERTSON stated he was Assistant Director of the project
until he became Director. He advised that prior to beooming associated
with this project, he was employed by the MoNeil Construction Company and
that subsequent to this employment he was ezployed by the Basic Kagnesiuam
Company at Arisona, where he worked in the purchasing departaent. KEe imn-
formed that fim this cepacity he made recommendations en the purchases of
materials, He related that prior to this eaployment be was a dude rancher

- in Wyoming and that he operated some tcurist oaxps mear Jackson, Wyoming.

He said that he came to the projeot in August, 1942, and that the first
Japansse arrived at this project on August 14, 1942.

MR. ROBERTSON stated that DOUGLAS M. TODD, Assistant Project
Director, was formerly a banker in Utah and thet MR. TODD was also Presi-
dont of the Mormom Btake at Denver. BHe stated that MR, TODD followed
mining engimeering at Denver end that he eame to the project in July, 1942.
' M2, ROBERTSON stated that WR. P. W. BARBFR, Head of the Cosmunity
Service Division, was with the theater group under WPA at New York City
prior to his employment at the projeot and that XR. BARBER was one of the
earliest offioials employed at the project,
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He stated that DR. C. E. IBWIN, Chief of the Hezlth Division, was
in private praetice for a long time and thet DR. IRKIX operated a sanitarium
for mental eases in Jowa; that subsequent to the operation of this sanita-
rium bs went back to private practise.

Be stated that MR, VAUGHN MECHAU, Ohief ef Informstion and
Reports Division, was formerly employed by two mewspapers at Denver,
Colorado, and that MR. MECEAU also operated his own newspaper plant,

MR, ROBERTSON advised that JRRRY W, HOUSEL, Office of Project
Attorney, was employed at Xashington, D. C., for s long tixe and that he
also was employed as an attormey at the Regional Office of the War Reloca-
tion Authority at Denver, Colorado, prior to eoming to instant project,

He sdvised that MR, JOHN A. WELSON, Chief of the Adzimistrative
Division, was formerly employed by the United States Forest Serviee at Ogden,
Utah. NR. MELSON was with the¢ Porest Serviee praotically all his working
1ife.

He advised that NR. GLEN HARTMAK, Ohief of the War Work Divisienm,
is o graduate of the University of Wyoming and was formerly with the Parm
8ecurity Organisation. ME. ROBEKT60M advised that MR. MARTKAN has sn ex-
esellent dackground,

He stated that EVERETT R, LAKE, Chief of the Transportation aad
Bupply Division, osme to the projeot from the National Youth Adaninistratios,
where he was exployed as a vocational instructor. He informed thet MR. LANE
Same to the projeot as MR, HARTMAN'S assistant and that he has dope exoellemt
work at the project. KR, ROBERTSON stated that MR. LANE knows machinery aad
materials.

- He stated that BEN. B, LUMMIS, Chief of the Publie Works Division,
has been an sigineer for thirty years and that he has workod as an engineser
in many oapacitiss. He advised that MR. LUMKIS was & WPA inspection
engineer £n Wyoming for a long time, : :

He advised that KR, W, J. OARROLL.-Chiof of the Employment and
Nousing Division, was seoretary to Senator BCHNARTIZ, former United Btates
Senator from the State of Wyoming,

He advised that BCOTT TAGGART, Chief of the Community Enterprises
Division, forxerly operated a wholesale business at Cody, Wyoming, and
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before that he operated a wholesale business in Utah, Kr. ROBIRTSOY stated
Mr. TAGGART is experienced in eocoperative work, ' -

He advised that Mr. C. D. CARTER, Buperintendent of 8chools, has
had eonsiderable experience along educational lines. He stated I. VIRGIL
PAYRE, head of the Welfare Division, started ezployment at the project in
March, He stated PAYHE is very capable and that the projeot is fortunate
in obtaining her services.

He advised ¥r. MASON, Chief of Police, conss from Cresley,
Colorado, where he has had varied experience in law enforoemsnt, and that
under ¥r, MASOK law enforcement at the projeot should be very mush improved.

He stated Nr. BRITTAIN will be employed as Chief of the Internal
Seourity Division; that Mr. BRITTAIX has been interviewsd at Deaver for this
position and that he apparently is a very good man., Le advised that Mr.
GLEN EARTMAN will supervise agrioulture and industry (8ee supra).

He advised Mr. A. 8. INGRAEAX {s Chief of the Agricultural
Production and Prosessing Division, and that he has had extensive experiences
and his work is very satisfactory.

Mr, ROBERTSON stated with regard to the industry and manufacturing
divisions, the Project has had mo industry and that all efforts have been
oonoentrated on the relocation of the evacusss presently living at the Center.

He stated that Nr, FRZD HALER, Chief of the Food Division, was
_ formerly Chief Steward for Yellowstone Park, :

In answer to questions Mr., ROBERTSOK stated that during December,
1942, the cost to feed one person per day was 46.6 oents; that in January,
1543, 1t 1s estimated that the eost per person per day will be 41 eents.
BEe advised there is a fluotuation between 41 and 46 cents per person per day.
He stated that these figures include milk diets for children and all foods
eonsuned at the easap, )

He stated that Mr, W, B. MacPARLAKD, Chief of the Placement Seotion,
prior to eoming to the Project was employed in the WPA State Setup at
. Wyoming, and that he is a former government employes. - -

Mr. ROBZRTBON was asked what the d&ifference was betwesen Placement
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- Kith regard to the recrulting of Japenese,who are American oitiszens,
for servioce in the United Btates Army, Mr. RCEIRTEON stated some arguments have
arisen amony ths Japansse. He indicated they can not understand why they
should be classified 4-C, and that some Amsricen Japensse oan not understand
why they cen not enlist in the United States Kavy. He stated other American
Janansse can not understanéd why Japanese have to serve as a unit for a
battalion in the United Btates Army.

: In answer to the question as to whether there are indications as
o to any subveraive groups in the eamp, Mr, ROBERTSUN advised there are trouble
makers and agitators in eanp, and thet most of this agitation 1s the result

Fnse of small wapres paid the Japansse employees. He stated some of the Japanese

= remarks are as follows: "Why should we have to work for very mmall wages when
they (the United Statas govornmont) will feed and house us in any event,*

He acdvissd, howsver, none of this apitation is political, Mr. RORSRTSON was
asked by Inspsctor GURXEA if it were desirable oould he serrepate the undesirables
from the desirables, and {n answer to this question Mr, ROBERTS)N replied that
i1f serrepation of undesirables ware desired he eould not single out one
individual., Mr, ROBTRTSJDR further advised in answer to the question that he
does not believe the Japanese police are telling him all they kmow or all that
ocomes to their attention. He stated, however, he is satisfied they will relate
any informstion to him which will endanzer or threaten the internal ssocurity

of the eamp or the United States. He advised thsre are six undercover Japanese
police officers and they report to RYOZO "ROSY"™ MATSUI, who is head of the

= Japanese police, and thet MATSUI in turn reports to him, Mr. ROBERTSON.

;ii With regard to prostitution,Nr. ROBZRTSON advised that only one

?*:ig case of prostitution has arisen at the Projeot. :

i;::; With regard to promiscuity, he advized that he does not believe it

pos is anymore prevalent at the Project than it is in eny outside occermunity. He
‘" stated that it is certainly not out of bounds mor is it of a serious nature.

With regard to gambling, Mr. ROBERTSON stated some gembling has
broken out during the past week or two; that the police department is in-
vestigating this matter and efforts will be made to stop it.

With regard to complaints on medical fnollitio:. Mr., ROBZRTSON nd-
vised thet some complaints have been made relative to the shortage of
indenture materials ussd by the dentists, He stated efforts have and will be
made to secure such materials, Kith regard to complaints against the hospital,
Mr. ROBERTSON advised that there have been a number of orank eomplaints, BHe
advised most of these complaints pertain to “too much noise in the hospital
oorridors”, but that no eomplaints have been made regarding the medical treat-
ment or the operation of the Project Hospital.
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