NoveMBER 29, 1989

Ms. DeBorAH K. Lim

Dear Ms. Lim,

[ AM VERY SORRY TO HAVE TAKEN SO LONG TO RESPOND TO YOUR
LETTER OF OCTOBER 17TH IN WHICH YOU STATED THAT YOU ARE SOLICITING
A WRITTEN STATEMENT REGARDING THE JACL DURING ITS WARTIME POLICIES.

As FAR AS THE EVACUATION WAS CONCERNED, I WOULD NOT JUDGE THE
POSITION THAT THE JACL TOOK AS AN ORGANIZATION. [, AS AN INDIVIDUAL
UNSOPHISTICATED IN MATTERS OF CIVIL RIGHTS BACK THEN, HAD NO THOUGHTS
OTHER THAN TO OBEY THE MILITARY ORDERS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE LEADERS
ofF THE JACL, AMONG THE MEMBERS WERE ATTORNEYS, WHO WERE BETTER EDUCATED
AND A LITTLE OLDER THAN THE MANY OF US, MIGHT HAVE CONSIDERED OTHER
OPTIONS IF SOMEONE HAD SOME INTESTINAL FORTITUDE.

ALTHOUGH THE POSITION OF THE JACL AS AN ORGANIZATION WAS TO
COOPERATE AND COLLABORATE WITH THE GOVERNMENT TO THE TUNE oF 110%,
[ BELIEVE THEY SHOULD HAVE BACKED THE TEST CASES BROUGHT BY INDIVIDUALS
LIKE YAsuI, HirRABAYASHI AND KOREMATSU. THAT THE JLCL LEADERSHIP
DISCOURAGED THESE TEST CASES IS TO THEIR EVERLASTING SHAME.

As to THE JACL’S POSITION AND POLICY TOWARDS THE DRAFT RESISTANCE
IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS- DURING THE TIME THAT WE AMERICAN CITIZENS
WERE INTERNED WITHOUT DUE PROCESS, MY FEELINGS AND MY THINKING HAS
NOT CHANGED ONE I10TA. THE JACL’S POSITION WAS NOT ONLY DEAD WRONG,
BUT WAS DISGRACEFUL. IN THEIR MAD RUSH TO GAIN PUBLIC OPINTON AND
ACCEPTANCE FROM WHITE AMERICA, THEY RAN ROUGHSHOD OVER PRINCIPLES AND
GOOD LAW.

We AT HEART MOUTAIN CONCENTRATION CAMP CHALLENGED THE LEGALITY
OF THE DRAFT BEING APRPULED TO INFTERNEES WHO WERE INCARCERATED WITHOUT
DUE PROCESS AND WHOSE CIVIL RIGHTS WERE SUSPENDED. THE CONSTITUTION
AND BiLL OF RIGHTS WAS OUR GROUNDS FOR THIS CHALLENGE. WE ACTED AS
MANY FREE MEN HAVE ACTED IN THE FACE OF OPPRESSION: AND WE WERE
PREPARED TO FACE THE CONSEQUENCES.

FOR TAKING THIS STAND, THE JACL LEADERSHIP IN THEIR ZEAL FOR
BECOMING SUPER-PATRIOTS, LABELED US AND ALL OTHER DRAFT RESISTORS
AS “SUBVERSIVES,"” “DISLOYALS,” BROVOCATEURSY ETC.

FroMm MY PoINT OF VIEW, IF THE JACL DID NOT WANT TO TAKE A STAND
IN SUPPORT OF THOSE INTERNEES WHO WERE PROTESTING THE DRAFTING OF
THE INMATES OF THE INTERNMENT CAMPS, THE LEAST THEY COULD HAVE DONE
WAS TO REMAIN NEUTRAL. THEIR ACTIONS WERE REMINSCENT OF VICHY, FRANCE




AND OF QuisLING IN NORWAY.

THEY MAY BE HARSH WORDS, BUT YOU MUST REMEMBER THE CONDITIONS
THAT EXISTED AT THAT TIME. IF YOU RECOUNT OUR BITTER EXPERIENCE TO
ANY NEUTRAL OBSERVER, AND TELL THEM OF THE GOVERNMENT'S AUDACITY TO
APPLY THE DRAFT LAW INTO THE CAMPS JUST AS IF NOTHING HAD HAPPENED,
10 out oF 10 PERSONS WOULD SAY THEY WOULD HAVE TAKEN THE SAME STAND
AS WE DID. ONE CATCH. THEY wouLD NOT BE JAPANESE. IN FACT, DURING
THE TRIAL OF THE 63 RESISTORS FROM THE HEART Mt. FAIR PLAY COMMITTEE,
A REPORTER WAS HEARD TO REMARK THAT “IF I HAD BEEN TREATED LIKE THE
EVACUEES, I’'D BE DAMNED IF I'D JoIN THE ARMY”. (FroM DoucLAs W.
NeLson’s Book, “HEART MouNTAIN, THE HisTORY OoF AN AMERICAN CONCENTRATION
Camp”. PAGE 144. As A MATTER OF FACT, EVERY NON JAPANESE PERSON THAT
[ HAVE TALKED TO REGARDING OUR EXPERIENCE, HAVE ALL EXPRESSED THE VERY
SAME OPINION THAT I MENTIONED ABOVE.

Now, WE COME TO A MATTER THAT WAS BROUGHT UP AT THE LAST JACL
CONVENTION IN SEATTLE. THAT OF AN APoLoGY BY THE JACL 10 THE “NoO
No” BOYS AND TO THE DRAFT RESISTORS. I KNOW THAT SOME OF THE HEART
MT. DRAFT RESISTORS WANT AN APOLOGY AND SOME DON’'T CARE. PERSONALLY,
I DON'T GIVE A DARN ABOUT AN APOLOGY, BUT | DO FEEL THAT SOME SORT OF
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE JACL AS TO THE OVER-ZEALOUSNESS OF THEIR WAR-
TIME LEADERS CONDEMNATION OF THE DRAFT RESISTORS WOULD BE IN ORDER.
As to THE “No No” peopPLE, FOR THE JACL TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THEY HAD
A LEGITIMATE REASON FOR ANSWERING THE LOYALTY QUESTIONNAIRE AS THEY
DID WOULD ALSO BE IN ORDER. AFTER ALL, IT WAS THE GOVERNMNETS STUPIDITY
AND INEPTNESS TO PREPARE SUCH A LOYALTY QUESTIONNAIRE UNDER THOSE
CONDITONS, IS WHAT BROUGHT ON THE PREDICTABLE RESPONSES TO THE
QUESTIONNAIRE. :

EVEN THE AMNESTY BOARD, WHEN [SSUING PARDONS TO THE NISEI DRAFT
RESISTORS, RECOGNIZED THE DILEMMA OF THE RESISTORS. I HAVE ENCLOSED
A COPY OF THAT PROCLAMATION. (YOU [MIGHT HAVE A COPY IN THE PACKET
THAT WAS HANDED OUT AT THE FORUM HEBE 1 W T

[ HAVE ALSO ENCLOSED SOME OTHER ITEMS WHICH MAY BE OF SOME
INTEREST TO ¥YOU IN YOUR RESEARCH.

PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP TO YOU.

SINCERELY,

5

RANK S. EmI
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