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HASHINGTON {(UFI) Defendants in the 40-yesar—-old
Supreme Cowrt decisions used to justify the wartims
intaernment of 110,000 UJspanese Americans are planning

to sesk a3 reopaning of their cases, it was reported.

The Washington Post said in its esrly Mondsy
aditions the defendants saeask an unprecedantad Supremes
Court admission of error in the ceses Yasui vs. U.5.;
Hirashayashi vs. U.5. and HKoremstsu vs. U.5. that would
nuliltify their convictions for violations of
réstrictions and serve as a symbol of spology by the

court .

TTWe are trying to preserve the constitutionst
principles of owr country,”™ said one of the original
defendants, Minori Yasui, now & l1suwyer asnd director of

the Denver Human Rights Commission.

TTIn this country, we try to rectify our errors,”™”
he told the Fost. ""The possibilities are not good, but

it seamed to me we ocught to meske the effort.”™”

Yasuwi said the defendants were "“aiming™™ to file
petitions by Dec. 15, possibly in the H.85. 92th Circuit

Court of Appeals in Californis.
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another of the defendants, Gordon Hirsbhbesyashi, =

pro?essor of sociology at the University of Albaerts in
Canada, said lawyers have bheen working on the petitions
for months in Seattle and San Francisco under the
direction of Peter H. Irons, s lIawyer snd scholar

resaearching a8 book on ths cases.

Irons told the Post he had found new'inFormatian
about allaeged "Tdestruction”™” of evidence by the
government during the war that will fors the basis for
sack ing a8 reopening of the cases. But he declined to

pirrovide detzils.

In seeking the internment of the Jepasnese
“Americans, the govermment claimed at the time that
**military necessity”™” required the curfews and

aevacuation orders.

Hirabasyasshit and Yasuil were convicted of violating
the B p.m.—to—& s.m. curfews imposed on Japsnese

Americans after the Fearl Harbkbor attasck Dec. 7, 1941.
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