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JAFANESE-AMERICAN SENATOR TELLS DRAMATIC STORIES OF

WAR INTERNEES

BY “rOn - -SEPPY

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON (AF) SEN. SFARK MATSUNAGA BECOMES
EMOTIONAL WHEN TALKING ABOUT THE INTERNMENT IN U.S.
FRISON CAMFS OF THOUSANDS OF JAFPANESE-AMERICANS DURING

WORLD WAR TI.

AN AMER1ICAN OF JAFPANESE DESCENT, MATSUNAGA,
D-HAWAII, BREEZED THROUGH A REFORT WEDNESDAY TO A
SENATE SUBRCOMMITTEE ON ACTIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON
WARTIME RELOCATION AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS. BUT
HE SLOWED DOUWN, FIGHTING BACK TEARS, WHEN RELATING
TESTIMONY GIVEN TO THE COMMISSION BY INTERNEES WHO TOLD

THEIR STORIES, SOME FOR THE FIRST TIME.

MATSUNAGA SAID THE JAPANESE-AMERICANS TOLD OF
INFANTS, YOUNG MOTHERS AND ELDERLY PEOFLE WHO DI1ED FOR
LACK OF ADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE, AND OF FAMILIES THAT
WERE SEFARATED, FARENTS GOING TO ONE CAMF, THEIK

CHILDREN TO ANOTHER.

HE FAUSED FOR A SIF OF WATER TO CLEAR HIS THROAT



BEFORE CONTINUING HIS ACCOUNT BEFORE A GOVERNMENTAL
AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION TO COMFPENSATE THE

INTERNEES.

THEY DESCRIBED, HE SAID, LARGE FAMILIES FORCED TO
LIVE TOGETHER IN ONE SMALL ROOM. THEY SFPOKE OF
CONSTANT, NAGGING UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE FUTURE AND THE
STRAINS ON THEIR FAMILIES AND THE JAFANESE-AMERICAN

COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE.

ANOTHER SIF OF WATER.

*YTAND, MOST DRAMATICALLY, OF INTERNEES WHO WERE SHOT
AND KILLED BY CAMF GUARDS BECAUSE THEY INADVERTANTLY
WANDERED TO0O CLOSE TO THE CAMF FENCES,”” HE SAID,
DESCRIBING ONE SUCH INCIDENT IN WHICH AN ELDERLY MAN,
FLAYING CATCH W1ITH HIS GRANDSON, WAS SHOT TO DEATH
TRYING TO RETRIEVE A BALL THAT BOUNCED BETWEEN TWO

OFF-LIMITS BARBED WIRE FENCES.

TEARS WELLED FROM BOTH EYES AND MATSUNAGA'S VOICE
SHOOK AS HE TOLD OF ONE INTERNEE, AN ELDERLY AMERICAN
VETERAN OF WORLD WAR I, WHO COMMITTED SUICIDE BECAUSE
*T*HE WAS SO ASHAMED OF BEING BRANDED AS “DISLOYAL™ TO

THE UNITED STATES."™T

THE NINE-MEMBER COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND
INTERNMENT CONCLUDED IN 1983 THAT THERE WAS NO MILITARY
NECESS1TY FOR THE MASS INCARCERATION OF AMERI1ICANS OF

JAFPFANESE ANCESTRY .



MATSUNAGA AND SEN. DANIEL INOUYE, BOTH D-HAWAII,
HAVE ATTRACTED 75 CO-SFPONSORS TO A BILL THAT WOULD
AUTHORIZE $1.5 BILLION TO COMFENSATE THE 120,000 WHO
WERE FORCED TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES AND WERE FLACED IN
CONCENTRATION CAMPS FOR UF TO FOUR YEARS.
JAFANESE-AMERICAN GROUFS TESTIFIED THAT APPROXIMATELY

60,000 ARE STILL ALIVE.

A SIMILAKR BILL FPASSED THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITITEE

ON WEDNESDAY BY A VOTE OF 28-46.

THE MEASURES ALS0 CARRY %45 MILLION IN COMPENSATION
FOR THE 880 ALEUT PEOPLE WHO WERE FORCED FROM THEIR
HOMES AND MOVED TO TEMFPORARY CAMFS IN SOUTHEASTERN
ALASKA DURING WORLD WAR II. SEN. FRANK MURKOWSKI,
R—ALASKA, SAID ABOUT 80 OF THEM DIED IN THE CAMFPS.

ABROUT 400 ARE STILL LIVING, HE SAID.
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