Speech, Willlen Hohri, Northern Illinois Annuel Conference, June b, 1979
) The Japenese Attacked Pearl Harbor on Sunxiay, December seventh,
1941e I was fourteen, in the tenth grede at North Hollywood high schoole
mt&'mmorhutei.y, By ntherm‘pic&qo W by two men frw the
¥BI. We 4i0n't understand end we wderstoode 2
We ¢idn't umcruttud beemma’thom vwere no charges stated.

They didn't sey, "“We're arvesting you for plotting to overthrow the

United States governwesut,” or "for preuching sedition from the pulpit

mlma;;." They. Just took hime | '

Dot ve aleo Alitoalie Un imtumiodi Mo We' Dt becone
used to the irrationsl behavior of rac!sl prejudice in Californin. At
fourteen, I was avware of a number of things. 1 knew my parents could
not own lende I knew WNwmpMsmwmtuw. I knev that
a college ecucation would not get me a professional jobe I knew thut
neither my parents nor my two brothers wd sister could bvecome mmmli.m.
qltuens of America because they were born in Japsne I knew that we
were & poor, margionl peaple, vho hud to work very hard to survive,

Ve dtd;h't espect wueh from life. Bo, a gestapo-like arrest fit the
patterne | 3
I turned fifteen in March, 1942, mbmm in my life

was the prospect of competing 1 the San Fermando Valley regilonel high
school gymnostics tournemente It was to occur after Easter vecution.
But in the week preceding tha vacation, our family went to downtown
l/on Anochn" to register for evecustione As I went on vacation, I told
my cosch thst I probebly would not be backe And I vesn'te We left,

> I think, on a Weunesday. We traveled by busp with u soldier ut the
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% troni‘. Ve vere poor so we diun't have much to lose. We had good Christian

friends who stored our furniture, What things ve had to sell such ae

potted plants -- oy bmthsr’m‘u gardener -~ ve mostly gave away, OF

' course, most puoph'vm not ¢o fortunante. Many hed no friends Lo store

their m The govermment, in ite own twisted logie, offered to ltqu
tb.mgs but would accept not liability for the thim stored. "We'll
take care of it, butitwwtheﬂnmwhtmywuntithack.” Many
vere told in writing thet they could only take what they could cerry.
Agrin, not true. But once they arrivei at the bus depot with only vhat
they could carry, the dawage hndbeen dones Bome recelved as little

us twenty four housd' notice; most, I would say, 2 or 3 days® notice.

Those vwho nud businesses or fums or aajor property to diupbae off lost
a grest deale It was & cruel time.

our maetumnt sm, cayp Mansanar, oa-e complete uit.n/bm‘bed

~wire fence on the perimeter, guard towers and was located in & decolate

part of eastern Colifornia. The ares hod Linited vegelatlon and very
high vwinds. We were subjected to fierce dust stomws. When ve arrived
ve were given a blanket, an empty mattress, and a bucket, We filled
ihe muitress with struvwe We had no wimiom for a while, Thut plus.
large crﬁ;ﬁk_s in the floor made things extremely dusty. 'Drinksble water
vas found only in barrles placed st intervels. Toilet facilities vere
outhouses which were very unpleassnt to be in or crounds And the food
wus terrible, Later, we were given clothing which turned out to be

leftovers fiom World Wer I.
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I don't think 1t%s at als far-fetched to call thece camps

muon campes The government cnlled them relocetion cemterse

They didn't like terme like “interament” or "detemtion.” We vere “evacuated"
to “relocation centers" and when we ieft, weme weren't relessed, we
were "relocating.” m Orwell's Newspeake But they certainly were

TS
not.kt.he caups for the Jews, There were no mess killings or gas chamberse

But « Volkawngen Lu-a\l,ery‘ bit en sutomcbile ss o Cadiddec, There were

m,OWOrmonummepnmmwwhwlm. We lived = busic

life und were gusrded by contingent of militery police. When we worked
we earned sbout fﬁe cents sn hour, far Below the mirimum required by

; Gune-
intemmetionsl law for privoners of var, €0 of the wany ironies of the

situation was that those of us who were American eitizens had less politicel
- representation than aliens who were cltizens of Japane They could

eppeal to the‘hpumne government, through the bSpanish cmhqasy; ve couldn't

‘appesl to anyone. We were victime of our own government,

 The chmps were A< ereation of the total govermment. President
Roosevelt initisted the cvacustion process with Executive Order 9066,
The Congress of the United States puseed enubling legislstion. And
the Supreme Couct, on hearing & test case, mruled in its favor, citing
the principle of a clear and present denger us sufficient resson o
bypass normel Constitutionnl gwirentecse :

: Well, were we a clear and present dm?rt Was there & military
necessity to elear the Western efense Commend, the erea slong the West
Coast, of zl) persons of Japunese ancestry? Well, there are two facts
which contrudiet thise Pirst, there was not a single case of ubotaga
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. committed by persons of Jupanese ancestiy. That's pretiy impressive,

*t ”-Iﬁm%oasstnethtgl‘vén,lm,oo()mle,mmarehotmdto‘beam

far-out folks vho will do or die for the futher-or-mother-lande But we

o caught by whut tuisted loglc agatne Peaple in high places urgued

- that the absence of subotuge was the all the more resson to expect subotage
fe 48 s in the future. He were navtha it up, a8 1t were, to fulfill our devious -

‘ . destiny. Sc cloguent sad influenticl a person as Walter ldppmen put
e R ; ; !

“Torbh this logice How Jo you escape? Should we have commitied eots
af’;!w wge? To prove we were loyal? V i
But then, you might well surwise, no one knew anytbing sbout
the Jeponcee communitye Ihe whole thing ma big swrprise, How could
i 21 ﬁu goverrment have mnmut the Japanese commupity hefore the: wart
] '—*’B. wm a tluy minoritye. We kept pretly much Lo curselves, We were

ﬁu{mmu, bad & foreign lunguage, had strunge custome and mysterious

' proctices, But surprise! The govermment id, in fuct, know «bout the
i ' loyulty of the Japunese comsunitiés. This is the second fucte In October

L Zjﬂw"

| of 1941, them Btéte Depurtment had a Curtis B. Munson condud® an investi-
gation of the loyilty of pe; sons of Jupunese ancestry on both the West
Bt Comst #nd Feweils The Munson Report/wes circulated in November of 19l
R i3 “before Pearl Harboss The Report certified o remerkable, even citra-
ordinery degroes of lgyslty. Ami the Report vas kept secret until 1946.
The facts om.lq contradies tlhe srgument that our precence

3.

on the West Coast constituted a clear dnd present danger =nd thot therefore
the Constitution:l gusruntees to due process and habeas corpus could be
ubridged.
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The camps were finally closed in 1945, At about the seme time,
R - » this time
,thr&mm%rtmtmmmmﬁ Wmﬂn@nﬂﬁp

R defemtion
ormosury Celetimom. This tmmmtmmmimtthn CHIIDS o

Aad now we cowe to reparstions,

ﬁuﬂuﬂm umw:mu wrmaormury, ormm-
tion !br erimes comaitted b,( @ nation aguinst mummu, acecording to
Webster's. The model to'use is the reporations pui.d by West Germany

SV Israel for the crimes oanitted by Oemny agiinst the Jewse I believe

%Mmumhmtmunsm&wmmmmm.
mmmhimmmumhyﬁerWa question,
.mmmmm

Similarly, the gross violstions of the Constitution by the United

. Btates government in forcibly removing and detaining 120,000 persons
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~ without any due process end solely by reason of race is & crime agsinet

these people, &:mrhtm shmﬂ.dv be made to repalir the injury suffered,

»

© As an Awericun, not as n Japanese Americen, but as en American, I believe

n&mttmswoulﬂhelyruton-ym:nmma.'w fatth mhrm
is not ungualified. Ihalunwootmhmealnmwmpmm
eygal Justice for m Americanse
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