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On the morning of Lecember 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Peurl Hurbore
In the early evening, two men from the FBI appeared at our storefoont hfme in
North Hollywocd and tock my father away. He would not be releasea until

1945. There were no charges, no hesring, no trial. Three months later,
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our -envive funily went in'a csravan of buses to & place called Manzanar, 01«\‘1!0”’\'\“)

a desolate site 200 miles north of Los Angeles in the Owens Valley. Again,

lwowld wot be rel¢ated v w| 1444
no charges. No hearing. BNo trial. HNo due process. , Manzanar was the first

of ten relocation centers to be bullt in America. They came complete with
tarpepered barrucks, barbed wire fences, and guard towers. There was Or-

wellian deception 1\5\ the term relocation center and vicious racism in its

rationsle. We were Japs, therefore bestial, innately treacherous,[back bwbbers]
39
capuble of the vilest deeds imaginubles According to tbe/\buprma Court, we,
} {had Ja h
Qa/y our very prebence/\ conatiwteu a clear and present dunger to America, | 'i’m.s, <
um @ 0\ vA U(d kg WACA LS W™
despite the fact mgm omitt.eo a single uct of ebpiomge or subotuge.
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Thus, Em deniul oi)‘due process amnd habeas corpus did non@mtter"\ Busides,

according to official goverment fuma s WE ,ye.l.luu devils were treated very
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h\nanely in these relucauon centersd ,\'mht.y-seven years later, s bill has

been introduced in Congress to redress this gross injustice.
The bill defines redress ©s 10,000 dollsrs per victim, plus 15 ddllurs
for each day spent in camp. The rough estimate of the total is around three
billion dollars. The total is mede large not by the individual swuird, which
is quite nominal, but by the large number of individualss: 120,000 pex;g:ns.
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It cemm.'l,y is pot the mat popu.lar bill to be introduced this year.L_\k
vl & JPpunisds dwitr My Ly 0Pt K da ;
are'\msw contrary reactions. < { 6/J
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Pirst and foremost is the congressivnal cop-oute Senators Inouye, Matsu-

naga, end Hayakawa, a solld bloe of Japanese fuces in the Senate, earlier

introduced ah bill (S.1647) for a Study Camission. The Camission is to

gather facts to determine whether u wrong was cumitted agalnst us. Whether

a wrong was ccamitted? Whether & wrong was comwitted at Monzanar, Tule Like,

Minidoks, Puston, Gils River, Heart Mountain, Topuz, Amuche, Rohwer, and Jerome?
C rfx'zg ;\a;:;\lid front of Japanese faces, they éﬁ;\t:éi the illusion of representing

the wish of the Japanese American community. The bill, in uddition, is supported
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by the Japenese American Citizens l’.eag:e/g tadidronel representative i
, p' 1,‘ i '.‘/}
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of Japanese Amer;lca before Congress, thereby reinforcing the illusione LAn
';. r’ { hﬁﬁagic\e( t&:u:t bis;\ 8\; p’:\l.;nn]y groamswdenl.y becomes obscure, questionsble,
and in need of study. Justice becomes & commodity for barter. GSenstor Hayakawa,
who strongly opposes redressing the injustice, burters with Scnator Inouye,
who supports the principle of redress but fears the cost. The result is
a neutral -- neutered might beabe‘ctext\zf(-atltem}fti\veo 'The—fuces—betiwy—daponene
/7 hmeeie Many members of Congress will be deceived or will choose to be
deceived by the faces and will vote for the studye.
Another group of Americans will say that Ee;;’Japuneae Americuns don't
need the mmey,ji&eretore@e}shouldn't get ite We are, it is claimed, America's
most successful minority. DBut does our success remedy the wrung? If my
Volkswagen uents your Cadillac, am I absolved of peying damuges becsuse you

Kl d*{.(, o O L O r
cun afford a Cadilluc? C?)e issue 1is ‘one of simple Jjustice, not|welfure,
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Others will say thﬁt&ezd’amnese Americans, as the model minority, should

not be so selfish. Why can't we continue to be noble and generocus? This

demand for redress, it is pointed out, makes us too much like those less

desir*ahle minorities. The rucism is pulpabv’) It is proposed tmt. a fund
be establiahed for worthy c_auaea and-ﬂ;: _r;dreaa be made to this fund. This
appeal very subtly and very surely shifts the burden for redress from e
perpetrator to 4w victim. Somehow, the victim must rise sbove the level

of ctmnomlity to b nobility, thereby Justifying redreas.
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out most cleurly in Asticle 10 of the American Convention on Humen Rights:
"Every person bas the right to be compensated in accordunce with the
lsw in the event he has been sentenced by a finenl judgment through a

miscurriage of Jjustice."

—
/ Still others will say, with an arm around your shoulder, "we all know

a mistake was made., It was wartime hysterim. The situat.ibn was extraordin-
ary. Why bring it up now? Let sleeping dogs lie."™ Of course, those who
lived throushur:: time will remember the virulent racism and the unrvstrainea
hatred Americans expressed for all Japs, for all of us yellow bellied xrats.
They want that forgotten. And perbaps we alxmhg;r MB&:f. the law was severely
vioclated and the Constituticn thresatened at its foundation. The right tw

due process and Ha habens corpus is the foundution stone of ocur system of

luws. For this violaticn, a remecy must be sought and cbiained.

Cmt/\the 1ssue 18 oue of aimple Juauce. The principle at stake 1s spelled

r.l[
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Most Americans will understand the need to redress the injustice of those
concentration campse. Most Americans wiXX realize that the Constitution must
be applied equally to wll if ita is to apply to any of us. Most Americans
egree that Justice is not a commodity to be bought, sold, or bartered. The
issue of redress for Japanese American victims is a completely American issuc.
It is not ethnice Redress is an act of faith in the ability of a democracy
o heal itself., It is samething all responsible Americans support. Thirty-

geven years is long encughe

William Hohri
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