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<Begin Segment 20> 

NW: So, it’s a question from a differernt angle from my other questions, but when you came 
back to Hawai‘i and started out your life and started to work and eventually you got married and 
also work for your husband’s bakery, do you think, you know, that social status of women in 
Hawai‘i was any different from the social status of women in Japan? 

YF: Well, you know, I . . . it was wartime. And I was busy working, going to school and I don’t, 
you know, really know how. Well, you know in the wartime it’s different, I think. Different from 
now, what, before, know you,  I went to Yamanaka, you know, to finish school, Mrs. Yamanaka 
taught us differently.  

NW: How so? 

YF:  Yeah. Really Japanese, you know?  

NW: What do you mean?  

YF: Well, elegant living, you know, we don’t have to go and do the machine, anything like that 
but you gotta make sure you know your manners, how you walk, how you talk, how you serve 
your, you know, mother-in-law. In the morning, you get up, you gotta, you know, fix yourself 
ready nice, put on makeup, sit nicely and say good morning to your parents, not your parents, 
your husband’s parents. 

NW: Your husbands’. 

YF: You gotta serve them, you gotta be, you, you know, how you present yourself and act. You 
know, that’s really Japanese style, you know? 

NW: And that was different once you were here. 

YF: Yeah, that’s different. Here you don’t have to do that. Here you don’t have to live with your 
mother- and father-in-law. I didn’t do that, no body, you know. My family didn’t have to do that 
so I didn’t, my mother-in-law lived her own place and, you know. If I was in Japan, I’d probably 
have in-laws, that’s why we get all the training, you know? 

NW: Right, right. Now, did you talk about how you were a survivor of the bomb when you got 
married with your husband? 



YF: Yeah, uh-huh. 

NW: How did it come up? How did it come up? How did you talk about that? 

YF: Well, I just told, you know, the atomic bomb, I was there, so he knows. 

NW: How did he respond? 

YF: I don’t know how he felt, but you know, when I had the first son, I said “You know what 
I’m really worried is? Before I left Japan, we had a stigma, I overheard some of my friends said, 
you know, we cannot get married to a descent place. It’s better to get away from, you know, 
Hiroshima and live in Tokyo or big city where people are not too conscious of you because you 
are a survivor and maybe you know, it’s gonna affect the children that you are gonnna have.” So, 
when I had my first, when I got pregnant, I told  my husband “You know, I don’t know what, 
that’s what they said.” Some people didn’t want survivors, you know, as a bride. Especially the 
one that, you know, was in the middle, like me, or so close. Hiroshima, but if you’re outskirt or 
elsewhere, it’s fine. Put you in a city or if you go there, they don’t want you as a bride.  

NW: As a bride. Yeah. 

YF: Some people had said already, “No, no, no, she’s from Hiroshima.” And that age, they don’t 
want it because, I gues, unknown, nothing. Maybe some people, it affected some people.  

NW: No, I ask you this because many people that I talk to told me there was a rumor that you 
can’t be a woman and good mother if you were a survivor, so they did tell me they were worried 
about that. And that came up when they got married, that kind of thing. So, yeah. 

YF: Yeah. They didn’t want, for about five or six years, they didn’t want any bride from 
Hiroshima, especially if you are the city, in the city, because of that effect, they think the 
children’s gonna be. And maybe some people got affected, you know, but I don’t think I, I was 
kind of worried when I had the first child, you know.  
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