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<Begin Segment 2> 

NW: So, tell me a little more about what your life was like when you were growing up. 

YF: When I was growing up. Well, it was in a plantation, and my father works in a field and my 
mother used to take care of the kids, I guess, and sometimes she would help some of the single 
workers, you know, with laundry and stuff. She was very hardworking person. And I just ran 
around, I was only, before ten, right, with my brother, you know, my friends around the 
plantation, other kids. I’m just carefree, running around, you know. But when my aunt and uncle 
who didn’t have, this is who’s pictured so I thought maybe, might be. My aunt and uncle who, 
two sets of them, auntie and uncle, didn’t have any children. So, see, this is my uncle and my . . . 
no auntie. 

NW: Is this in the ship? It looks like it maybe on the ship. 

YF: Long time ago. Yeah, 19 . . . 

NW: Sasama-maru. Yeah, it must be. 

YF: They used to go on a ship, you know? Go back and forth Japan. And then my parents’ 
plantation, nine kids, you know, well, as I say, it wasn’t unusual to have kids. Next door had 
eight kids, across the street, the other Japanese family had seven, eight kids or ten kids, you 
know?  

NW: So, were they all people from Japan? They were just Hawai‘i to work for . . . 

YF: Contract workers, I guess. 

NW: Contract workers, right. Yeah. 

YF: That’s what I heard. They recruit in Hiroshima; Hiroshima has the port, you know? So it 
was easy to get people from Hiroshima, you know, the farmers’ boy or whatever, go and apply to 
come to America and work because I guess that Japan was worse than here. They didn't have too 
much job. My father’s father was a small town kōchō sensei. 

NW: Oh, he was. 



YF: Yeah, educator, but my father, I don’t know, they must have had a lot of kids, I know of 
more than five in the family, and, you know, was, I guess, depression or something, and he had 
to, you know, get employment elsewhere. He didn’t have too much education, but you know, a 
few years, because the father was educator. I’m surprised he didn’t have too much, he used to go 
work for this brewer close by. That’s how my father and my mother got together. Anyway, so 
that was my father’s family. 

NW: So, your father came to Hawai‘i around what year, do you know? 

YF: I can’t remember but it’s, my oldest sister was born around ten years before me, so must 
have been 192 . . . , maybe around 1915. 

NW: Right, yeah, right. How about your mother’s side family? 

YF: She came after a while. They kind of, the family knew each other.  

NW: So, did they know each other while they were still . . .  

YF: No, I don’t think so. They didn’t know. In Japan, they didn’t know. 

NW: Okay. So they got to know each other here. 

YF: Well, the families said “Oh, you should go and get married to,” you know, my father. 
Because they knew my father. My father, the family knew my father or something like that. 
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