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WD: Greetings.  This is Bill Docking, and I’m conducting a phone interview today with 

Alpharetta Matthews to record her recollections of her experiences at Tule Lake 

Internment Center for Japanese American during World War II.  It’s 9:00 a.m. Pacific 

Standard Time, Friday, November 28, 1997.  I’m in Fullerton, California, and 

Alpharetta, where are you at? 

 

AM:   I’m in Peoria, Arizona. 

 

WD: Peoria, Arizona? 

 

AM: Peoria, yes.   

 

WD: Why don’t you start by telling us about something about yourself?  Your family and 

upbringing.  I know that you were raised in the Gila Valley of Arizona? 

 

AM: Yes, that’s correct.  I was born and spent my entire life—up until the time that I went 

to Tule Lake—in Gila Valley. 

   

WD: And you were there with your family, your brothers, and sisters? 

 

AM: Yes. 

 

WD: How many brothers and sisters do you have? 

 

AM: I have two brothers and two sisters.   

 

WD: What was it like in the Gila Valley when you were growing up?  Was it a pleasant 

place to be? 
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AM: It was a very pleasant place to be.  It was a farming area.  And, of course, we were 

raised between a little farm in Central Arizona and ranch out in what they called 

Benick Creek.  Our winters were spent in our home in the Gila Valley; our summers 

were spent on the ranch.   

 

WD: That sounds like a pretty good life. 

 

AM: It was an excellent life.  

 

WD: And how old were you when you arrived in Tule Lake?  Do you remember?   

 

AM: Probably sixteen. 

 

WD: Sixteen.  So, you were pretty much in high school at that time.   

 

AM: Yes, I had gotten married and quit high school in my junior year.  And then my 

husband went into the service, and I went up to stay with the folks.  And I went back 

to high school in Tule Lake and graduated at the Tule Lake high school.  

 

WD: After your experiences in Tule Lake—did you continue your education or did you 

resume your married life? 

 

AM: I resumed the married life.  In fact, I went to the various areas where my husband was 

stationed while he was in the service.   

 

WD: Did you raise a family of your own? 

 

AM: Yes.  

 

WD: What are the salient defining features of your upbringing?  Was there anything that 

stands out it in your mind about it that you would like to tell us about? 

 

AM: Well, our family was very close, and it was just a really close-knit family.  When dad 

was transferred, really, I guess, to the Tule Lake area, I just went back home to live 

with them until my husband was out of the service.   

 

WD: Tell us a little bit about your dad.  I know he was a major figure in your family. 

 

AM: Well, he was definitely the major figure.  I couldn’t ask for a more wonderful father.  

And he was always concerned with the kid’s welfare and very much wanting us to 

seek a good education.   

 

WD: He did want you to have an education, then? 

 

AM: You bet.  He was very disappointed when I decided not to continue-on with school.   
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WD: Let’s move on to your arrival at Tule Lake.  Can you tell me a little about the 

circumstances that brought you to Tule Lake, you and your family?  And a little bit 

about the circumstances? 

 

AM: Well, as I said, dad had been employed in the Gila Valley for the [U.S.] Soil 

Conservation Service [NCRS].  And when they opened-up the war relocation camps, 

well, he had an opportunity to go up there.  I’m sure at a higher paying job.  And he 

felt that it would be a good experience, so we just all moved, too.  It was actually 

myself, my sister Elva [Wallace]
1
, and brother Austin [Christensen]

2
 who was home 

at the time.   

 

WD: So, you were the sister that was involved in that long arduous trip from Arizona to 

Tule Lake, California that Elva told me about. 

 

AM: Um-hm.  

 

WD: You were one of the drivers, as I recall. 

 

AM: Yes.  Yes, I helped to drive.  It was quite a trip.  We loaded down, and we had black 

Belgium Shepard dog that we took.  So, we three—actually, Dad wasn’t with us on 

that trip.  It was just mom, and Elva, and Austin, and I that went on that trip. 

 

WD: How did your folks—you, and your siblings, and your mom feel about going to Tule 

Lake?  What were your expectations about going there? 

 

AM: Well, actually, we were in the dark; we didn’t know what to expect.  It was quite an 

adventure for all of us.  We had been uprooted from—like I said, where we had been 

all of our lives and went up to a completely strange place that we didn’t know 

anything about or really didn’t know what to expect.  But, then Dad had been up there 

for a while in advance of us going, so when we got up there, well, he had already 

became acquainted with several of the families that were up there.  We just kind of 

fitted right in.   

 

WD: Tell us about the day you arrived at Tule Lake.  What do you remember about the 

actual arrival there?  How you felt and what you discussed with your mother, and 

your brother and, your sister?  

 

AM: Well, you know?  Really, I don’t recall a great deal about the first day that we got 

there.  I do remember that dad had an apartment already for us to move into.   

 

WD: You said an apartment? 

 

AM: Yes. 

 

                                                        
1 Elva Wallace, O.H. 2654, Center for Oral and Public History.  
2 Austin Christensen, O.H. 2655, Center for Oral and Public History. 
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WD: Was it a barrack type of apartment? 

 

AM: All of the buildings there, at the war relocation camp, were just barracks.   

 

WD: Barracks, yeah— 

 

AM: The apartment was. 

 

WD: Describe the apartment and tell us a little bit about that. 

 

AM: Well, as I remember it.  It was a pretty nice apartment.  They were fairly large.  I’m 

sure that we had a two-bedroom apartment.  One of the major things I remember is 

they had a red tile material on the floor that showed every step that you took when 

you walked across it.   

 

WD: Was that your responsibility to take care of the floor? 

 

AM: Sometimes. 

 

WD: What do you remember about the camp?  Maybe not on the first day but say in the 

first week or two weeks that you were there?  What struck you about the camp that 

you recall, now?  

 

AM: Well, just the—all of these barracks and then, of course, seeing all these people.  I 

had never been around Asian people at all, so I didn’t know anything at all.  And just 

the massive amount of people and barracks as far as you could see.   

 

WD: So, there were Japanese Americans there when you arrived? 

 

AM: Yes, they had started coming in.   

 

WD: What were your impressions of them?  How did they impact you, do you recall? 

 

AM: Well, they were just a very friendly-type people.  And, of course, we felt that they 

might be a little—have a little animosity towards people.  But, as far as I can 

remember, they never showed any outwardly to the families or anyone. 

 

WD: So, you got along with them? 

 

AM: Oh, yes.  They were very friendly people.   

 

WD: Describe your father’s work there at Tule Lake and his relationship with the internees. 

 

AM: He was in charge of construction crews, and he had a pretty large crews working for 

him.  And the boys that were working always seemed to highly respect him and he 

did them.   
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WD: And so, he had a really good relationship with the internees? 

 

AM: Had a very good relationship with his crews.  I mean, they would always be coming 

around to see if there was anything they could do for him.   

 

WD: Is there anything you remember about those first few weeks in Tule Lake that stands 

out in your mind?  

 

AM: Well, the main thing is that, of course, there was a period of getting acquainted with 

other families and things there.  It was just like a big family, and we had people living 

right next door—other couples—and they were always running-in to see what they 

could do to help out. 

 

WD: That’s the internee? 

 

AM: No, no, this was the other workers.   

 

WD: Aha, the other staff, there. 

 

AM: The other staff.  And I just remember how friendly that they were, and how helpful 

they were to try to make things better.  I can’t remember how long it was after we got 

there that I enrolled in school.   

 

WD: Tell us about school in Tule Lake.  

 

AM: Well, we were a little bit on the outcast side.  We were like those kids in the camp.  

Of course, our transportation to school was in one of these big Army trucks with a 

canvas top over the back.   

 

WD: They took you to school in those each day? 

 

AM: _____ (inaudible) bus service, _____ (inaudible) we were taken in.  And the main 

thing I remember about that is the fact that it was very, very cold up there.  And you’d 

go out in the mornings, and maybe it snowed at night, and there was snow on top of 

those canvas tops.  It was like walking into a deep freeze.  (chuckles) 

 

WD: That’s what Elva said in her interview.  But, you didn’t continue to go to school the 

whole time you were there, did you? 

 

AM: Yes, I think we did. 

 

WD: You did, ha. 

 

AM: I know we didn’t have any bus service that came out there.   
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WD: That was the bus service. 

 

AM: That was the bus service. 

 

WD: That was the bus service.  Let’s talk a little about the layout of the camp.  Were the 

employees, the staff—like your father—were you all separated from the internees?  

Or were you all mixed-in together?  

 

AM: No, the housing for the staff was separated; it was on the upper side of the camp.  The 

camp was in a great big ole dry lakebed and spread out over a very large area.  _____ 

(inaudible) near where the administration buildings and things were.   

 

WD: Was there a military presence?  

 

AM: They had the _____ (inaudible) Patrol.  And then, they had around the parameter, 

there were these little guard houses and they were in it. 

 

WD: They were in the guardhouses? 

 

AM: Yeah, they patrolled the parameter of the place.   

 

WD: Did they have guns?  Do you recall if they had weapons? 

 

AM: I don’t recall whether they did or not. 

 

WD: How did you get along with the military?  Was there contact between you and the 

staff in the military? 

 

AM: No, we had one little recreation place out there at the time.  And, of course, when we 

went up there, there was always military there.  Everybody was together. 

 

WD: What did you do for recreation?  How did you have fun up there? 

 

AM: Well, our big recreation after we had been there awhile was to go goose hunting.  

That was absolutely goose hunting paradise.  It used to be green fields and the geese 

would come in there.  And these big Canadian Honkers, white snow geese, and they 

would be in there by the tens of thousands.  And my father liked to hunt—and I did, 

too—so we used to go out hunting.   

 

WD: And what did you do with these geese? 

 

AM: Well, my mother made goose down pillows.  All of us kids had goose down pillows 

for years.  And then, we ate them.  (chuckles) 

 

WD: So, you slept on them and ate them both.  
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AM: That’s right, we did. 

 

WD: Good. 

 

AM: In cold days, sometimes, instead of having—in Thanksgiving, instead of having 

turkey, we had goose.  

 

WD: Did you socialize much with the internees? 

 

AM: Well, no, there was no socialization that I recall at all with the internees. 

 

WD: Did you ever go down into the camps itself that you recall with your dad? 

 

AM: Well, I think there was times we rode with him when he would be going down 

through the camp.  But, we didn’t go down on our own, at all.   

 

WD: And you never went to school with the internees? 

 

AM: No.  No, they had their own school there at the camp site, and we went into Tule 

Lake.  

 

WD: Describe a typical day for you in the camp, if there was such a thing.  What did you 

normally do each day? 

 

AM: Well, I went to work in as a switchboard operator shortly after I got up there.  And so, 

I was working the three to eleven shifts and going to school.  And so, our day was 

spent going to school, and coming home, and working at the telephone office.   

 

WD: And your social life was mostly hunting.  I understand the military—you were 

allowed to use some of the military area for entertainment.  Didn’t they have a gym, 

or a theater, or something?  

 

AM: I don’t recall that.  All I recall is this big recreation club that we had.   

 

WD: I see, so you could go there and— 

 

AM: Yeah, they served food up there.  So, you would go up there and they would have 

kick boxes, and they were dancing at times and things of that kind.   

 

WD: Speaking of foods, what was the situation with eating?  Did your folks prepare your 

own meals, or was there a mess hall? 

 

AM: No, the families prepared their own meals. 

 

WD: For the staff, you mean?   
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AM: Well, they had a mess hall, and had cooks and things where they prepared meals for 

the _____ (inaudible) and things for the staff. 

 

WD: So, you had a choice of doing it either way?  You could cook your own meal or go to 

the mess hall? 

 

AM: I don’t think the mess hall was big enough to accommodate the full staff.  It was 

mostly for people that were at work.  It was a very large mess hall.  In fact, after my 

husband got out of the service, he went to work as a cook at the mess hall up there.   

 

WD: I see.  What types of religious service were there that you were aware of there in the 

camp? 

 

AM: Well, actually, the families of certain religions formed individual branches, and we 

had our own services up there. 

 

WD: I see, so you were free to do so?  There was no restrictions— 

 

AM: There was no restrictions.  

 

WD: What about for the internees, do you remember how they— 

 

AM: I think they had their meeting halls, too, where they could kind of choose what they 

wanted and form their own groups. 

 

WD: So, they were free to practice whatever religion they chose? 

 

AM: Yes, they built a little chapel for them on the site.   

 

WD: Oh, they did? 

 

AM: Um-hm. 

 

WD: Did you ever visit any of those chapels? 

 

AM: No, I didn’t. 

 

WD: Where did you shop? 

 

AM: Well, mostly in Tule Lake or Clement Falls, Oregon.  That was the nearest big place.   

 

WD: And how often did you go into those places to shop? 

 

AM: Oh, I think we went around at least once a month.  Tule Lake was not that far away.  

We had several stores in there, clothing stores, grocery stores.  So, we could go into 

Tule Lake anytime we wanted.   
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WD: Alpharetta, after you had been there a while, how did you adapt?  How did you and 

your family adapt?  Was it an okay place to be?  Or, were there some problems that 

made it especially difficult?  

 

AM: Well, I really don’t remember any problems that made it real difficult other than there 

was periods of unrest.   

 

WD: With the internees, you mean? 

 

AM: Internees and some of the staff.  I mean, it was kind of a hostile situation for a while.  

I don’t ever recall a big problem, it was kind of little unrest. 

 

WD: But, nothing that you weren’t—that you and your family—weren’t dealing with? 

 

AM: No, no, we always felt really secure.  The young men in the crew my father had were 

really protective of him, and so we never felt that there was any problem there at all.  

 

WD: So, you were quite comfortable with the internees and being around them at the times 

that you were? 

 

AM: Yes, I used to deal with them quite often as a telephone operator.  They were allowed 

to make calls to their families in some of the other camps.  And so, we put through 

some of those calls for them.  And they were always so very polite and there wasn’t 

any problem with it. 

 

WD: That’s brings up a point I had asked Elva about, and she couldn’t help me.  As a 

switchboard operator—and there were Japanese Americans that were serving in the 

U.S. Armed Forces.  At the same time, their parents, and brother, and sisters were 

confined in these internment camps.  Do you have any experience with that?  As an 

operator, did you ever connect any of these soldiers with their families in the 

internment camps that you were aware of? 

 

AM: I don’t recall whether they were allowed to make calls to their families in there.  I 

know they were allowed to call other camps, and I put through those calls.  In fact, 

there was one incident that was kind of funny.  We had some of the older _____ 

(inaudible), and we would weave through in the lines.  And we had a Japanese family 

connected in one line, and the project superintendent was talking to Washington on 

one of the other lines, and (chuckles) the _____ (inaudible) where the man in 

Washington heard the Japanese speaking and he got very concerned— 

 

WD: That someone could hear him? 

 

AM:  —that someone could hear the conversation, or that he could hear Japanese speaking 

while he was speaking. 
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WD: Oh, that’s interesting.  He was a little paranoid. 

 

AM: Yeah, he was.  (chuckles)    

 

WD: Okay. 

 

AM: First, he was _____ (inaudible) the operators, then when he was told that the 

switchboard sometimes went through on the line— 

 

WD: Did that satisfy him? 

 

AM: Yeah, we didn’t get fired so it did.  

 

WD:  What were some of the problems that you were aware of with the internees?  Let me 

ask you just a general question, first of all.  Was Tule Lake in constant turmoil?  Was 

the internee section, was it in constant turmoil, or were there just periods when it was 

in constant turmoil? 

 

AM: Well, as I remember, it was just periods.  I mean, most of the time, it was very quiet.  

And, at a later time, when some of the Japanese were allowed to work for the staff, 

and so we would have people come in and do domestic work like house cleaning and 

even some cooking.  My memory of the people that we had coming into our home is 

terrific.  They were great.  Very attentive to everybody in the family, and they really 

did a fine job. 

 

WD: How did you feel—since these people were, in some sense, you were close to them at 

different times—what was your attitude toward the internment?  Did you feel that 

these people had been mistreated in some way? 

 

AM: Well, my feeling was that I couldn’t understand since a good share of them were 

American citizens, and some of them even had sons that were in the military; why it 

had to be this way.  Why they had to be uprooted from their homes and put in a place 

like that.  And I still don’t understand it.   

 

WD: You still don’t.  Yes, it’s difficult to understand that. 

 

AM: Yeah. 

 

WD: How did your father feel about that, do you recall? 

 

AM: Well, of course, at the time I think felt that it was something that they—that the 

government felt necessary.  He was there to do a job, and he was going to do the best 

he could to do it well.   

 

WD: Did he ever have to sit down and explain to you, and your brother, and your sisters 

what a difficult situation it is? 
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AM: Well, I’m sure that he did talk to us about it.  Of course, we had—my older brother 

was in the Philippines during the war, so I’m sure there were conversations regarding 

that.   

 

WD: What were some of the things that you remember regarding the turmoil in Tule Lake?  

Between August and October 1943, they moved a lot people in and out of Tule Lake 

when they changed it from a relocation center to a segregation center.  They moved 

about fifteen thousand people in and out of there in that two month period, and there 

were other times when there were problems.  What do you recall about those times in 

Tule Lake and some of the events that happened? 

 

AM: I remember the one incident where, as I remember it, one of the staff’s sons or 

something had been killed in an accident and there was a problem.  He was very upset 

and stirred-up some problems and some of the Japanese came up around the 

administration building and they had to—they felt that it could be a riot of some sort 

and they called the military, the guards in to settle it.   

 

WD: This was the result of one of the staff’s children being killed during the war? 

 

AM: Yes, one of the staff’s sons had been killed in the war, and, of course, he got pretty 

upset.   

 

WD: He was angry at the Japanese for that? 

 

AM: Angry at the Japanese. 

 

WD: Yeah.  Were there other problems that you were aware of?  Or, did it all seem to be 

all connected in one big problem regarding— 

 

AM: It was a few times when there was a problem over the work crews.  I’m really not too 

familiar with what caused them. 

 

WD: Yeah, there were some strikes and that sort of thing.  You did go down with your 

father into the internee part of the camp at times.  Did you ever feel unsafe down in 

there? 

 

AM: No, I never did.  I never felt unsafe at any time while we were there.   

 

WD: And why do you suppose that was that you didn’t feel unsafe? 

 

AM: Well, the people were always so friendly and everything that I never felt that there 

was any danger from any of them.   

 

WD: What do you recollect about the other staff at the camp?  Was there some fear and 

paranoia among the staff about whether this was a dangerous place to be or not? 
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AM: Well, I remember that there were some of them that would state that we couldn’t trust 

them and things of that line.  But, both my mother and father were always telling us 

that they were people that you could trust, and that they were no danger.  I don’t think 

any of us kids felt that there was any peril whatsoever.   

 

WD: I see.  To your knowledge, was any of the staff ever cruel or abusive toward the 

internees?  

 

AM: Well, yes, I had heard that they were some of them that was unfair in the criticism, or 

worked them and things.  That was more from just being frustrated with the situation 

more than anything else. 

   

WD Were there any beatings that you were aware of from the part of the staff? 

 

AM: No, not that I was ever aware of.   

 

WD: Were you aware of any specific instances where the internees harmed any of the staff 

at the camp? 

 

AM: No, I don’t recall any incidence, at all, were there were any of the staff ever harmed.   

 

WD: How do you feel, now, about the conditions of the camp for the internees?  Were they 

treated fairly?  Or, was there some intentional discrimination going on there by the 

staff toward the internees? 

 

AM: Well, it seem as though they tried to make things as comfortable as they could.  I 

can’t even remember how many thousands were there but there was a bunch of them.  

And of course, their conditions weren’t good.  At the very best, they were kind of 

cramped into those barracks with very little things to make life comfortable for them.  

They were very good at making things for themselves; they are very industrious 

people.  I mean, a lot of the women would go out—in fact, I do recall one incident 

were the women would go out in the banks of this lake bed and dig for shells and 

things to make different things.  And there was one incident were the bank caved-off.  

I think one woman was killed when the bank caved-off on them.   

 

WD: I see.  So, they were industrious and self-sustaining in many ways.   

 

AM: Oh, yes, they made things for themselves.  They would take stuff—after the camp 

closed—can you hold off just a moment? 

 

WD: Sure.   

 

[recording paused] 
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AM: Another call came in. 

 

WD: Okay, that’s fine.   

 

AM: They would take little bits of wood _____ (inaudible) to make headboards to make 

beds, or baby cribs, or things.  That stuff was left in the camps when they left.  

 

WD: What other ways did they entertain themselves and occupy their time that you know 

of? 

 

AM: Well, I think at times they would be able to get food and they would have—at least 

family in the camp—would get together and have a big to-do, and they would cook 

on their heating stove.   

 

WD: I see.  

 

AM: We had one older lady that worked for us as a housekeeper, and she would show my 

mother how to cook geese and stuff like that.  They could cook that food really good. 

 

WD: Elva told me that your mother was the best that she ever knew at cooking geese. 

 

AM: Well, she had lots of practice up there, that’s for sure.   

 

WD: Let’s move, now, to you leaving Tule Lake.  Tell us about that.  How you came to 

leave Tule Lake?  What the conditions were?  And how you felt about it? 

 

AM: Well, I think that it was a time of moving on, I—one of the things I do remember is 

that if things started to wind-down, I guess, the government gave a lot of the people 

there options of being able to leave the camp if they were able to get a sponsor.  So, I 

remember a lot of telephone calls and a lot of the celebrities and things that would 

take these people in as domestics or sponsor them to leave the camp.  We handled a 

lot of the telephone calls between— 

 

WD: These were business arrangement, in a sense— 

 

AM: Yes.   

 

WD: —for these people to get sponsors to pull them out of the camp and relocate them 

somewhere? 

 

AM: That’s right. 

 

WD: So, you handled a lot of these calls? 

 

AM: Oh, a lot of them calls. 
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WD: Were you previewed to the content of the calls? 

 

AM: No, we didn’t—we couldn’t listen-in on any of the calls.   

 

WD: But, you just knew what the circumstances and the purposes of the calls were? 

 

AM: Receiving calls or placing calls to various people. 

 

WD: Any types of calls that stand-out in your mind that you remember?  I know you 

mentioned the one about the administrator who called and was concerned about the 

voices leaking through from other lines.  What other types of call maybe of interest? 

 

AM: Well, one of the main things.  At nighttime, one of the guards—they had to report in 

every hour so that kept you awake during the night on the switchboard because you 

knew these call were going to come in.  The guards, they’d call the switchboard, and 

then you would have to call the main station. 

 

WD: The guards on the towers? 

 

AM: Yes, the guards on the towers.  And then, they would have to report in, and you 

would have to report to the main station that such and such tower had reported in and 

the time.   

 

WD: Did you ever get a chance to chat with any of these guards? 

 

AM: Oh, yes.   

 

WD: And how did they feel about— 

 

AM: Well, I mean, they seemed to accept as just another assignment.  I’d never seen any 

outright animosity toward the internees.   

 

WD: These were young soldiers, young boys, weren’t they? 

 

AM: Well, a lot of them, and, of course, a lot of them were older fellows who were border 

patrol.   

 

WD: Border patrol, I see.  Is there any call that stands out in your mind, in addition to the 

one of the administrator? 

 

AM: I can’t think of another one.  

 

WD: You’ll probably think of them after we are all finished with the interview. 

 

AM: Yeah, I will.  I mean, it’s hard to remember.  There’s so many interesting times up 

there.   I mean, to me it was a very special time in my life.   
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WD: Why is that? 

 

AM: I think it was a privilege to be able to meet the people and realize how circumstances 

can cause things to happen.  It’s so unfair to a group of people.   

 

WD: You mean, it was a privilege to meet the Japanese Americans? 

 

AM: Right.  And get acquainted with their culture. 

 

WD: Especially, the conditions in which they were there.  They were, basically, there 

against their will.   

 

AM: Oh, yes.   

 

WD: How did they hold up? 

 

AM: Well, they were very upbeat and friendly at all times.  That was another thing that 

was kind of a shock to me to see them adapt to those circumstances and still be so 

open and friendly.   

 

WD: And by those circumstances, you mean, that it was— 

 

AM: They uprooted from their homes and put in those kinds of camps.  I mean, these 

people had their kids leave their schools and their friends.  Of course, a lot of their 

friends came along.  (chuckles) 

 

WD: Yeah. 

 

AM: They were very happy-go-lucky people.  

 

WD: Well, when you left Tule Lake, were there still some internees there?  Or was the 

camp empty? 

 

 [00:40:06] 

 

AM: Well, when we left, actually, we left and went to—my mom and dad had bought a 

place over in Eagle Point, Oregon—and we left.  I went, I believe it was, to Louisiana 

where my husband was stationed.  And then, I came back, and they wanted dad to go 

back over there for something, for cleanup something that they needed.  Probably the 

demolition of the camp or something, and I went back over and went to work.  When 

he went back, I went back with him.   

 

WD: So, you left twice? 

 

AM: Yeah, I left twice. 
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WD: And the second time you left, was the camp empty? 

 

AM: The camp was pretty well empty the second time.  They were demolishing it.   

 

WD: Did you get a chance to look around in the internee section? 

 

AM: Yes, I did.  That’s when I seen some of these great artwork or things—like I said, 

headboards that was totally just little chips of woods, little squares—maybe, an inch, 

maybe half-inch crossed it—and all been inlaid to make a headboard.  It had been 

highly polished.  

 

WD: And these were things that the Japanese Americans has left behind? 

 

AM: Uh-huh.  What was also there when they left—some of the churches and things come 

in, they would bet on certain buildings and come in and demolish and then take it into 

a church in Tule Lake?  And so, there was a lot of these missionaries and things that 

came out to the camp that we got acquainted with that were tearing down and 

demolition the barracks and things, and purchase the material in them to build certain 

things.   

 

WD: I see.  What are your thoughts and feelings, now, about that experience of the 

Japanese American?  You think there was a better way we could have handled that?  

When I say we, we as a country?   

 

AM: Well, I’m not—I do think there could have been a better way that wouldn’t uproot 

families and made people move a lot of things to do that.  There has to be a better 

way.  I wouldn’t even attempt to say what the better way would have been.  But, 

under the circumstances, they were in danger, too.  Say, like, with this one person that 

could become so upset when his son was killed.  That could have happened in areas 

where they were living before.  They want to get revenge, and they don’t use their 

head as to what they are doing when they take-on innocent people.   

 

WD: Alpharetta, is there anything that I haven’t asked you about that you would like to 

mention or cover regarding your experiences in Tule Lake?   

 

AM: Like I said, I really feel that it was a special time and it gave me a whole different 

outlook on the war and the people involved.  Because these were, actually, innocent; 

they hadn’t done anything, yet.  They were confined to camps and— 

 

 

WD: It was just tough for them. 

 

AM: But, it had to be a real tough situation for them. 

 

WD: I agree, I agree.  Well, look, I want to thank you for this interview.   
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AM: I hope I was able to help you some. 

 

WD: I think you were.  I’m going to sign-off here.  I’m going to turn the recorder off, and 

then I’ll have a little chat with you. 

 

AM: All right. 

 

WD: Thank you very much, Alpharetta. 

 

AM: You bet. 

 

END OF INTERVIEW 

 


