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WAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law 

Mills Tower 
220 Bush Street 

San Francisco 4, California 

Mr . Tsugitada Ka namori 
37 Ikebukuro Cho, 
Naka Ku , Yokohama, Japan 

Dear Mr . Kanamori : 

MAY 191958 

Enclosed find a certified copl of the "Final Order, Judgment 
And Decree" in mass equity suit entit ed Abo, et al., etc., v. Rogers, 
etc o, et al., Consolidated Number 25294, in the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of California, Southern Division ~ which for = 
ever cancels your renunciation and declares you to be a native born 
citizen of the United States. 

The original judgment of the district court was in your favor. 
The defendants appealed and the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
ordered the case re=opened as to you and certain other plaintiffs. My 
appeal to the UoS. Supreme Court to review and affirm the district 
court's decision as to you was denied on October 8 ~ 1951. Thereafter, 
pursuant to an agreement I entered into with lawyers for the Justice 
Department, an administrative procedure was agreed upon which provided 
that in the event you were successful therein a final judgment as to 
you could be entered in your favor in the U. So District Court. Inas = 
much as you were successful in the administrative procedure the lawyers 
for the Justice Department and defendants, pursuant to the said agree-
ment, stipulated that a final judgment be entered in court in your 
favor. 

The entry of this conclusive judgment brings to an end the lit= 
igation I conmenced on your behalf to cancel your renunciation and to 
have you declared to be a native born citizen of the United States. 
The judgment cancels your renunciation from the beginning. This means 
your renunciation was void from the time it was made and, in consequence ~ 
you always have been and still are a U.S . citizen. 

The conclusive judgment is against the Attorney General of the 
United States, the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of California, 
the Conmissioner of Inmigration, and the District Director of the U.S . 
Inmigration and Naturalization Service for the Northern District of 
California . 

You now are free to exercise and enjoy all the rights, privi= 
leges and inmunities of United States citizenship. You now may register 
as a voter and vote at elections. You can purchase and lease land and 
buildings, hold public office, obtain civil service positions and public 
employment on the same basis as any other citizen. You now can obtain 
licenses on the same basis and at the same rates as other citizens. You 
now can obtain a U.S. passport to travel abroad and to re =enter the 
United States without filling out the special affidavit form which is 
required of renunciants whose status has not yet been completely deter~ 
mined . In States where old age pension laws provide pensions only for 
citizens you will, in course of time, become eligible for such old age 
pensions because you are a citizen of the United States . You can be 
taxed only on the same basis as other citizens. You cannot be classed 
or treated as an alien. You cannot be required to register as an alien 
or to apply for an alien registration card. 
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If you are in Japan you· can apply to the nearest U. S. Consul 
for a U.S. passport. There you can use the enclosed certified copy 
of the conclusive judgment in your favor to prove your renunciation 
has been cancelled and that you are a native=born citizen of the 
United States. 

If your spouse (wife or husband) is an alien or is a renunciant 
in Japan who has not recovered or does not recover U.S. citizenship 
such spouse, nevertheless, is eligible to enter the U.S. for permanent 
residence purposes on a "nonquota immigrant visa", which can be obtained 
from the nearest U.S. Consul in Japan, and after returning to the U.S. 
will become eligib~e for naturalization as a U.~. citizen in due course 
of time . 

If you are in Japan you should take care that you do not commit 
any act of expatriation whereby you might lose your U.S. citizenship. 
Section 349 of the U.S. Immigration & Nationality Act of 1952, (Title 
8 U. S . Code, Section 1481) as amended, specifies that a U.S. citizen 
loses U.S. nationality by any of the following acts, viz: (1) obtaining 
naturalization in a foreign country; (2) taking an oath or making an 
affirmation or other formal declaration of allegiance to a foreign 
state; (3) entering or serving in the armed forces of a foreign state 
unless first authorized in writing by the U.S. Secretary of State; 
(4) accep~ing S> · serving in, or performing any of the duties of any office, 
post or employment under the government of a foreign state if he has 
or acquires the nationality of such foreign state or if such office, 
post or emplpyment requires an oath, affirmation or declaration of 
allegiance to such state; (5) voting in a political election in a 
foreign state; (6) making a formal renunciation of U.S. nationality 
before a U.S. diplomatic or consular officer in a foreign state; 
(7) making a forma·l written renunciation of aU.S . nationality in tbe .,U.S. 
during time of war in such form as may be· prescribed by the u.s.· 
Attorney General; (8) deserting the armed forces of the U.S. in time 
of war if convicted thereof by a court martial and is dismissed from 
such service; (9) committing any act of treason against the U.S. or 
attempting by force to overthrow or bear arms against the U.S. if 
and when convicted thereof by a court martial or by a court of compe= 
tent jurisdiction and (10) departing from or remaining outside the U.S. 
in time of war or national emergency for the purpose of evading or 
avoiding training or service in the armed forces of the U. S. 

For your information you are deemed to be a dual citizen (i.e. 
a citizen of both Japan and the U.S.) if you were born in the U.S. be= 
fore December 1, 1924, and you never thereafter renounced Japanese 
nationality. You are also deemed to be a dual citizen if you were 
born in the U.S. since December 1, 1924, if your name was registered 
with a Japanese Consulate within 14 days of your birth for the purpose 
of giving or reserving Japanese nationality for you. 

Therefore, if you are a dual citizen and you now are in the 
U.S. I suggest that you communicate with the office of the Japanese 
Consulate nearest you and there sign a document relinquishing (re= 
nouncing) Japanese nationality so that in the future no question of 
dual citizenship may arise as to you. 

If you are a dual citizen and you now are in Japan I suggest 
that you communicate with the Japanese Foreign Office in Tokyo or one 
of its regional off ices in the Pref ectural Off ice Building nearest you 
and there sign a document relinquishing (renouncing) Japanese nation-
ality so that in the future no question of dual citizenship may arise 
as to you. 

If you are in Japan I wish to advise you against having your 
name registered in a family Koseki and against doing anything else 
that might cause you to lose your U.S. citizenship or to raise a ques-
tion as to your U.S. citizenship. 



A person who acquired at birth the nation= 
ality of the United States and of a foreign 
state and who has voluntarily sought or 
claimed benefits of the nationality of any 
£oreign state shall lose his United States 
nationality by hereafter (after December 24, 
1952) having a continuous residence for three 
years in the foreign state of which he is a 
national by birth at any time after attaining 
the age of 22 years unless he shall = 

(1) prior to the expiration of such 
three=year period, take an oath of allegiance 
to the United States before a United States 
diplomatic or consular officer in a manner 
prescribed by the Secretary of State; and 
(2) has given up his residence in Japan and 
resides in the UoSo (There are certain ex= 
emptions as to this residence requirement 
about which you may make inquiry to the nearest 
UoSo Consul in Japan.) 

I do not know precisely just what -benefits of Japanese nation= 
ality that Act refers to which, if voluntarily sought or claimed by a 
dual national while in Japan, would deprive him of U.S . citizenship if 
he does not take the oath of allegiance to the U.S . and does not reside 
in the U.S . before the 3 year period expires . Therefore, if you are in 
Japan and if you are considered to be a dual citizen you must not vol = 
untarily seek or claim any benefits of Japanese nationality in the 
future . This means you must not take or perform any affirmative act 
whatsoever in Japan with the intent or purpose of obtaining ~ enjoying 
or fulfilling some right, privilege ~ immunity, advantage or profit of 
a Japanese citizen . For example ~ you must not apply for a Japanese 
passport or identity card or register as a Japanese national or hold 
real property (land or buildings) in a zone where only Japanese citi= 
zens are authorized to hold such property; you must no t seek a scholar= 
ship available only to Japanese citizens; you must not register in a 
family Koseki or do anything to obtain a benefit reserved for Japanese 
citizens; and you must not claim exemption from taxes on foreigners or 
foreigners property in Japan on the ground that you are a Japanese 
citizen . If you are a dual citizen and do any such voluntary act in 
the future you thereby may lose U. S. citizenship . In any event, if 
you are a dual citizen by birth and you are i n Japan and intend to 
remain there for a period of time you should consult the nearest U.So 
Consul in Japan for information and advice as to what steps you must 
take to avoid losing U.S. citizenship under this law . 

The only organization which was friendly to the renunciants 
and tried to help them was the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Northern California of which Ernest Besig is director . Its office 
is situated at 503 Market Street, San Francisco ~ California. This 
organization steadily gave favorable publicity to the cause of the 
renunciants and gave the mass lawsuits its moral support . If you 
wish to show your appreciation for what it did you can become one 
of its members or a subscriber to its publication . 



All the renunciants owe a debt of gratitude to your Tule Lake 
Defense Committee and its members Harry Uchida, Tetsujiro Nakamura, 
George Tsuetaki, Eddie Masuoka ~ Hiroyuki Taketaya, Harry T. Takeuchi, 
Yas Honda, Yoshiro Kaku, Toraichi Kono, Roger Narimatsu ~ Masaru 
Yamaichi, Sam Iseri, Ben Watanabe, Roy Shiraishi ~ Takeo Yamamoto ~ 
Arata Hayashida and other hard=working members of the Committee. If 
it had not been for the complete devotion and splendid work of your 
Committee your case probably could not have been. brought to a success = 
ful conclusion. It was your Committee that fixed the amount of indi= 
vidual contributions and raised and sustained the common defense fund 
of the renunciants and transmitted the funds to me in trust to defray 
all the costs and expenses necessitated such as stenographers, postage, 
printing ~ stationery and travel expenses and legal fees to me for my 
services. It was your Committee that made it possible for the cases 
to be prosecuted in the District Court, to defend against the appeals 
to the Circuit Court ~ to appeal to the Supreme Court ~ for everyone to 
take advantage of the administrative remedy that is resulting in the 
cancellation of so many renunciations and to make some provision for 
individual court hearings to bring the remaining causes to conclusion. 

You need not be ashamed of the fact that you once renounced 
citizenship . _You did so because the government took advantage of you 
while it held_you in duress and deprived you of practically all the 
rights of citf~enship. You had no opportunity to make a free choice 
in the matter. Inasmuch as your renunciation is declared by the con= 
elusive judgment to have been void you do not have to reveal to anyone 
that you once renounced citizenship . The records of your voided re-
nunciation in possession of the Attorney General of the U.S. are not 
open to public inspection. My records are confidential and are not 
subject to examination. The only other records of your renunciation 
are those of the Court and consist chiefly of pleadings . 

I am delighted that this litigation has terminated success = 
fully for you. It is my hope that finally all those still in the 
mass suits likewise may have their renunciations cancelled by court 
judgment and their citizenship recovered. 

You should keep the enclosed certified copy of the conclusive 
judgment in your favor as a memento of the ordeal you have undergone 
and also as a document which demonstrates that you are a citizen of 
the United States. 

Very 

P oS . An alien child of a U.S. citizen also is entitled to 
enter the United States for permanent residence purposes on a "non-
quota immigrant visa" which can be applied for at the nearest UoSo 
Consul's office in Japan or the U.S . Immigration Service office in 
the U. So and, after coming to the U.S . and res.iding here for the 
required period of time, becomes eligible to apply for naturalization 
as a U.S. citizen. 
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