
Densho Digital Repository 
Japanese American Service Committee (JASC) and 

Chicago Japanese American Historical Society (CJAHS) 
Oral History Project Collection 
Title: Jane Kaihatsu Interview 

Narrator: Jane Kaihatsu 
Interviewer: Anna Takada 

Location: 
Date: October 27, 2017 

Densho ID: ddr-chi-1-9-4 

<Begin Segment 4> 

AT:   Um, I wanted, I want to ask you, so you, you clearly have a lot of 
the details of, um, your family's experiences and trajectory, um, 
before and during the war, and after the war. Um, would, what 
is that process been like in learning your family's story? Is that 
coming, is that information coming from your parents 
themselves or? 

JK: 00:14:19 Yes, I, I, from my mother, I would say mostly. And then the 
Kaihatsu side, I probably learned most of it from my Aunt 
Martha. So the two women that told us stories. Um, my mother 
has been really important in terms of making sure that we 
understood Japanese culture. I believe compared to my father, 
she had a more traditional Japanese upbringing or her parents 
are more traditional that way. She went to Japanese school. 
Um, when she was a, I know, think that my father in his family 
ever did go to Japanese school. I know they wanted just to be 
really American and, and Western as possible. So from my 
earliest memories, um, I, I don't think it was, although I might 
have felt shame about being Japanese, it was not something 
that my parents felt. I think it was something that I felt shame 
about being Japanese in reaction to how others were, were 
treating me. And in particular, um, I actually, I stopped at 
Jefferson Park, um, but I lived there until 1965 until I was eight 
years old. And then we moved to Park Ridge, which is far North 
or Northwest suburbs, that's all white. I do remember my mom 
saying that, um, uh, should we really move there? Because Park 
Ridge was not exactly a welcoming place where minorities, 
Ernie Banks, the famous baseball player, tried to, uh, buy a 
house in Park Ridge and was turned down. There were no 
African Americans, there were no Jews, in Park Ridge. So it was 
kind of a bold move on my parents' part to move there. But I 
don't recall that many racial incidents. I know my brother, my 
older brother did. He had was going to Lane Tech until we 
moved and then he went to Main South, uh, High School in Park 
Ridge. Hillary Clinton was there, at the time, it was her senior 



year. And he remembers her, but he did experienced some 
racial incidents, especially in, I could probably say this for a lot 
of us Sansei's growing up in the 60s and 70s, you know, no one 
liked going to school on December 7th. It was an anniversary 
date that, uh, uh, we all dreaded. And I know I certainly 
dreaded, I know my older brother dreaded too. I think some, 
um, kid tried to urinate on him or something. Or snowballs, I 
know were routinely thrown at us, at me, I know, on December 
7th. 

AT: 00:17:03 Oh, well I want to, okay. That's something I definitely want to 
come back to. Um, but, uh, first I want to hear a little bit more 
about, um, kind of how, um, the communication with you and 
your mother in theory is about, was, was she open and, and 
your father too, did you grow up knowing about their 
experiences during the war or knowing that they went to 
camper? How was that information kind of passed on to you as 
far as you remembered? 

JK: 00:17:46 Okay, I think, when I first learned about what the Interment 
camps were, it was a junior high school, I think seventh grade. 
But up until that point, all the time growing up, we would hear 
about other Nisei friends is, I know so-and-so from camp or so 
and so and I were in the same camp, so-and-so, we're in the, 
you know, they were in that camp and we were in this camp. 
And the entire time I, I think, I thought it was a summer camp, 
you know, was something fun or enjoyable because when they 
saw each other from camp or talked about camp, they didn't 
have misery or unhappiness or pain in their face. And in middle 
school, it might've come up in the history book or something 
like that. And I said, look at this camp the Japanese Americans 
were in. And I think then my mother said that we were in that 
camp too. And I said, you were I said, Oh really? And so she 
tried to explain it. And then about that time in the late 60s, 
early 70s, there was a spate of books coming out, America's 
Concentration Camp. Then the author escapes me now. Then 
Bill Hosokawa wrote this book when I was in high school, and 
Nisei the Quiet Americans. Um, there was the Black Power 
Movement, which in the West Coast translated into the Yellow 
Power Movement. So our cousins in California were becoming 
more actively involved about identity issues and things like that. 
So I think by that point, at least as far as my mom was 
concerned, it was very easy to talk about. And I asked a lot of 
questions too. I eventually became a history major in college. So 
I was always very interested in history and current events 
anyway. 



AT: 00:19:32 And uh, so your, your mom is on, like, she was pretty open 
talking about those experiences? 

JK: 00:19:39 Mhm. 
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