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<Begin Segment 2> 

AT: 00:01:54 And what um, I guess first I'd love to hear a little bit more about 
your parents, um where they were from in Japan and what they 
did? 

LS: 00:02:07 My dad came first and he was from a place called Hongomachi 
in Hiroshima. He wasn't like the typical, like second son or so 
who had to get out on his own because of farm, you know, that 
they were never going to inherit anything. My father was born 
to a very fine family. My nephew looked it up and they were 
from a Samurai background and, in fact, we went to visit, Jim 
and I went, my husband, and I went to visit. Ah, to see what it 
was like and it was still there, they're still there. The cousins are 
in the home in it. And at that time it was 240 years old. It was a 
beautiful grand home. And my father came because my, I think 
his father was killed in, I'm not sure, the Manchurian War and 
his mother was about to marry ah I'll get another husband and 
he wanted no part of it. And they had in mind for him to 
become a school teacher and that's not what he wanted. He 
wanted something completely different. So he came over and 
he spoke no English, but he was, um, it was sort of a fun loving 
person. And um, he went to work as a school boy and he 
learned how to speak English and apparently he learned how to 
cook because eventually he became ah, the chef for the general 
manager of the Great Northern Railroad, which had its home 
office I believe in St. Paul. So he would travel with him every 
week back and forth from Seattle to a St. Paul. So as a father we 
didn't get to see him very much because when he was home, he 
also had a part time job. Um working at the tennis club in 
Seattle. I thought I always thought he was a waiter, but I find 
out, you know, not too long ago that he was a busboy, but no 
matter, he was very busy and in between times if he had any 
moment to spare he would be playing tennis. He loved tennis. 
So. But before that, after don't know how many years he was 
here before he went back to Japan for an arranged marriage 
with my mother, my mother came from the city part of ah 



Hiroshima from a very fine family. And I won't say it was love at 
first sight, but they got along really well and my father called all 
the shots and my mother, you know, took care of him, put out 
his socks and his underwear every day and, and just agreed with 
everything, you know. He said she was very sweet and kind, you 
know. 

AT: 00:05:43 Do you have a sense of at what point they came, or that he 
came back to the US and that she moved to the US? 

LS: 00:05:51 At what point that came back? It became soon after. 

AT: 00:05:56 Okay. 

LS: 00:05:56 Yeah. If I don't, I don't hear too well. 

AT: 00:06:03 Oh no, that's not a problem. 

LS: 00:06:03 Okay. 

AT: 00:06:03 And so there's six of you. With your, between you and your 
siblings. And um, and what, um, did, besides school and Church, 
did you do any activities or anything for fun? 

LS: 00:06:25 Um, no, I, I, I remember at one time I was going to be taking 
Japanese dance class a class and I was thrilled. I mean, I, this 
was the girl who really wanted to learn things and, and for some 
reason before I got started it stopped. So I remember being very 
disappointed and everyone in our family took some sort of 
music lessons, but I think it was about my time to begin because 
my sister right above me, I had started taking violin lessons and 
the two older sisters took piano lessons and I believe it was my 
time to start piano and then the war came and so I just really 
missed it because I loved music and I, and we all loved dancing. 
Our family loved dancing. We practiced at home a lot and I got 
to learn early because my older sister and brother were really 
into it. So on Saturday nights, if they were home, we would 
practice dancing in the living room. 

AT: 00:07:46 And, um, can you tell me a little bit more about that, your like 
your home and the area that you grew up in? 

LS: 00:08:00 I didn't know, um, until years later that we were actually living 
in a ghetto. All, it never occurred to me that all my, most of my 
neighbors were Japanese and in school we were a Japanese, 
Filipino, Chinese have a very few Blacks and a few whites. But, 



you know, uh, to me it was normal and I liked school. I loved 
school. 

AT: 00:08:39 And did you speak Japanese at home? 

LS: 00:08:42 Um, my mother spoke very little English so we would speak sort 
of a broken English to her and she would respond in Japanese 
and we understood each other very well and we'd, oh, we went 
to Japanese school and ah up until well, about two years, until 
the war came. 
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