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<Begin Segment 14> 

AT: 01:16:30 And uh, as we start wrapping up, I know you had mentioned 
that you took some notes for the things that you wanted to be 
sure to talk about. One of them was the incident at the 
assembly center. Was there anything, anything else? Well, and 
one thing I wanted to be sure to ask you about was about your 
research. Um, both what happened to your father and also his 
incident. Can you tell me more about what that process has 
been like for you when you started looking into these cases? 

JM: 01:17:11 My Dad's stuff. Um well actually it's been behind my mind or in 
my mind for years. I uh, Portland had an FBI exhibit in 2010 or 
something and I, and at the time I found out I could get the 
reports on my Dad. So, um, I wrote and they sent me like 100 
pages of this stuff and I just kinda let it sit in the closet. Well, 
since I can't move around too much anymore in June I thought 
well, and I found a note books in the house, archival, archival 
notebook. I thought oh this will be good for my Dad. So that's 
when I started in June and I, uh, I had the WRA report I sent for 
that, but there's nothing in there. He was only there 6 months 
and it was mostly about his disability insurance and there's 
nothing there. But in the DOJ report it told what happened to 
him and uh, you know, it helped me a lot because I've always 
wondered what went on and then I got to reading these books 
again and you know, I understood them, or I understood more 
what was going on and what happened. And this last book I 
read it was written by a Hawaiian guy and it's mostly about his 
Hawaiian friends in the camp, but still it tells about, you know, 
what happened to them and the abuses and you know, I didn't 
really know there was that much abuse, but I guess there was. 

AT: 01:19:22 And what has that been like to kind of go back and dig into the 
details of 

JM: 01:19:31 Well, it's been sad. 



AT: 01:19:34 Hmm. 

JM: 01:19:36 I um, someone asked me were you, are you bitter about it? And 
I thought, well, I might have been at one time, but I was more 
sad, you know, that something like this happened. That all of 
these things happened to these men. They were, they were 
held, held for no reason than being a leader in the government 
wanted them out of the community so the Japanese people that 
were left behind wouldn't know what to do, and uh, you know. 
And then some of the guys that got killed in these camps 
because they went to near the fence, like the cook. And uh, it's 
just, you know, I, I kinda feel satisfied after all these years. 

AT: 01:20:34 Hmm. 

JM: 01:20:35 That I finally found out. Right now I'm the, um, I wrote to the 
FBI and trying to get their, uh, FBI files. But you have to go 
through the Freedom of Information Act. So I'm trying, well, I'm 
waiting for them to give me a number so I can follow up on that. 
I don't know if there's anything there, but when I've written 
they tell me, well, I guess there are four files you can get. The 
DOJ the WRA, the FBI and Immigration and Naturalization, 
interested in the Immigration and Naturalization. I don't know 
what would be in there? But the other three I am, interested in. 
I got the two so. 

AT: 01:21:31 And I, I think. Oh yeah. Because that the immigration, they were 
overseeing Crystal City, which he never went to a different 
department of Justice Camp. 

JM: 01:21:46 I'm sorry? 

AT: 01:21:49 I was just, um, we can talk about. Okay. And that that's been a 
very recent process it sounds like that you started. 

JM: 01:22:07 Yeah, the DOJ files, you know, or not because I started that in 
2016 and the WRA files probably around the same time, but 
actually going through the whole thing I'm making the 
scrapbook is since June and it seems every time I'm finished 
there's always something new. Now, I got the FBI files I'm 
working on, but then, you know, I got the translation of my 
Dad's memo. So like I have that in the script or, and, and the, 
the journal. Yeah, the job letter. 

AT: 01:22:46 Where did you find that? 



JM: 01:22:48 My Mom carried it around in, you know, we lost everything. We 
had some stuff in the apartment in the locker and someone 
broke in and took it and so there was nothing. We had nothing 
but my Mom did, you know, hang onto that and memo, so. But 
it was interesting because on one of the notes he wrote the 
Spanish Council was here today and I thought, "Oh that's 
strange." But then as I read the book, they were called, they 
depended on the Spanish Council to iron out things and I guess 
they had all this abuse. So in Missoula or I guess other camps, 
but he was in Missoula I think at the time. Either there or Fort 
Sill and he wrote Spanish Council and I thought, oh they must 
have come to see what the abuses were. Yeah. 

AT: 01:23:59 And how does it feel to see, because you have a sweater that 
your Mom knitted you and also that book. Oh, how does that 
feel to see those in an exhibition is setting? 

JM: 01:24:15 Well, I'm kinda happy because now people know. I mean it 
should be brought out. There should be a conversation on it. 
You know, I, I even myself, I never talked about it because I just 
felt uncomfortable telling people my Dad was picked up by the 
FBI because he was an enemy alien. Well, now with that exhibit 
from Portland and all this stuff, yeah, it's, I'm glad it's out I can 
talk about it. So. 

AT: 01:24:53 And to you, why is that something that's important to share or 
that for people to know about? 

JM: 01:25:04 I'm sorry? 

AT: 01:25:04 Why, why is it important to you for people to know about it? 

JM: 01:25:10 Well, it's a history and people should know what happened to 
the Japanese people, you know, people of color. It's a racist 
thing, you know. Yeah, like my Dad, he really didn't do anything. 
He was trying to help the community by being in all of this 
organization. He wasn't an enemy alien. He was going to say, I 
mean he stayed here when you were supposed to go back to 
Japan because he liked it here. You know. And we were raised 
to, you know, think American and be proud of our country and 
everything so people should know that, where even the 
shooting people should know what happened. 

 
<End Segment 14> - Copyright © 2017 Japanese American Service Committee (JASC) and 
Chicago Japanese American Historical Society (CJAHS). All Rights Reserved. 

 


