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<Begin Segment 4> 

AT: 00:10:29 And so you were, you were very young. Of course, during the 
war where, where were your earliest memories? 

AT: 00:10:40 Well, my earliest memories was when I was about four or five 
years old, you know, and uh, um, things were kind of foggy back 
then. But I was speaking, um speaking Japanese to friends. Now 
mind you, even though I was born in America, my first language 
was Japanese. My parents didn't speak any English. So in camp, 
when people came to talk to my parents, they spoke in 
Japanese. And of course we had no television, no radio, and the 
only English spoken was I, I'm just supposing imagining we're, 
um, Nisei's, second generation Japanese on the outside. But my 
parents spoke to me in Japanese and everything was in 
Japanese. So when I was in, in Seabrook Farms are first non-
Japanese contacts where Estonians. They spoke German. So I 
think I knew more German than English at that time. It was kind 
of um, uh, I wasn't all that clear, but I didn't speak English until I 
was eight years old. 

AT: 00:11:55 And so what are those early memories? That was in New 
Jersey? 

SM: 00:12:00 Yeah, New Jersey, yeah uh, my father was a priest there. He 
established the Buddhist temple there and I remember giving 
him a lot of sermons and he will be quite creative. He'll have 
puppets, you know, actual puppets and um, he had people 
engaged and um, um, he gave pretty good sermons. Yeah. His, I 
remember, it was all in Japanese though. 

AT: 00:12:21 Okay it wasn't. Uh, do you recall the name of that temple? 

SM: 00:12:27 Yeah. It's called Seabrook Farms Buddhist Church, it's still there. 



AT: 00:12:37 And, so it sounds like there is a, a bit of a Japanese American 
community in Seabrook Farms? 

SM: 00:12:43 I don't know currently, but uh, but there was a Buddhist temple 
there 

AT: 00:12:49 Well, and because I know there were a number of Japanese 
Americans who went there as well. And if he was doing the 
ceremonies in Japanese. How long was your family there in New 
Jersey? 

SM: 00:13:06 Up to about to about 1951, '52. Now, my father wanted to do 
more than farming. I think, uh my father was very pragmatic 
and he knew that the family could be fed, you know, so even 
though the Japanese who were field hands, many of them--
most of them--had education and advanced degrees, you know, 
but it was a job, it was a way to feed your family. So my father, 
uh, heard through the grapevine that, uh, a place called Chicago 
was a place of opportunity where you can make more money 
and, and provide for better living standard. So, um, I can 
remember coming on a train from East Coast to Chicago and I 
remember I remember train rights, you know, I was a little kid 
so let's just, you know, happy seeing the mountains of 
Pennsylvania and the train, like I'm rumbling along. And so I had 
very pleasant thoughts. I'd never experienced anything negative 
and I think my parents sheltered me from that. So I never felt 
anger from them. I never felt anger from my parents' friends, 
you know, but it was a, it was a happy childhood even though I 
was in camp. 

AT: 00:14:36 Were you, were you in school in camp or 

SM: 00:14:39 No 

AT: 00:14:39 Oh, and what about in Seabrook Farm? 

SM: 00:14:44 Yeah, um, I started, um, back then the semester started in 
September, uh, and there was the midterm, so I started a year 
late because I didn't know any English. So, um, so there's, well 
maybe you ought to start next year. So in a sense I failed 
kindergarten, you know, so that was the beginning of academia. 
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