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<Begin Segment 2> 

AT: 00:04:08 And so your, your parents went to Santa Anita? They had you. 
And then did they go back to Heart Mountain? 

SM: 00:04:17 They had no choice. Okay. Yeah. So at the next available train, 
um, what they went, they were taken to Heart Mountain. Um 
on a side note, which I didn't know until a couple of years ago 
was that, um, I, I talked to Gene Yashima and Gene was 
surprised that my father was at the hospital where I was born 
and um, I thought it was normal for a husband to be with his 
wife, but Japan, but priests were separated from their families 
before, uh, the camp. And so, uh, he shouldn't have been there 
when I was born and um, uh, that, I think he slipped through the 
paperwork somehow, but that's another story, but we could go 
onto that later on. Okay. 

AT: 00:05:14 Yeah, I mean, do you even have any, any details about how he 
was able to go to the hospital? 

SM: 00:05:18 No, um, well my mother and father said that, uh, um, um, when 
they we're living in Japantown in Los Angeles. One Sunday, two 
FBI agents knocked on the door and my father answered. And, 
and the agent said are you Zaishin Mukushina, my father. He 
says, yes. So why, why are you hiding from us? And he says, 
well, I'm not hiding. He says my name is on the mailbox, you 
know, that's how you found me. And he did a lot of social work 
with the local Buddhist temple and, uh, he was very popular 
amongst the merchants, uh, in the, in the area. Um, so, um, um, 
I think the agents were convinced that he wasn't trying to hide 
from them. So naturally, they uh, they checked out a story of, 
yeah, he did a lot of social work at the local temple, you know. 
Uh, and um, uh, and for some reason he was not asked to be 
separated from my mother, which was a good thing because 
she will be by a, by herself. Because we had no job, no family 
here in America. And had she, had my father had been 
separated, she would've been alone. 



AT: 00:06:39 So nothing came of that exchange with the FBI? 

SM: 00:06:43 Um, later on we were sent to Heart Mountain, a determent 
determined camping in Wyoming. And we were there for 18 
months. And my father, uh, uh, was the authorities found out 
that my father was a Buddhist priest and he said, you don't 
belong here. You belong to a maximum security internment 
camp called Tule Lake in California. So about 18 months later, 
after we lived at Heart Mountain, we were transferred from 
Heart Mountain to Tule Lake and we were in Tule Lake until the 
war ended. 

AT: 00:07:27 So that would have been, um, 

New Speaker: 00:07:31 1945, something like that. 
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