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<Begin Segment 7> 

AT: 00:24:33 So, um, and has your mom shared with you, um, about her 
experiences? Cause it sounds like there were, they were 
probably in Hyde Park for quite some time or you know, 
between like Woodlawn, South Shore, Hyde Park in those areas. 
Um, has your mom told you about what it was like growing up 
as a Japanese American in Hyde Park? You know, over the 50s 
and 60s. 

LD: 00:25:05 I don't think my mom and I have talked a lot about what it was 
like for her growing up as a Japanese American on the south 
side. I do know that she had, there were a number of other 
Japanese American families, um, who she went to school with 
who were babysitters and things like that. Um, her best friend, I 
know her best friend growing up was another Hyde Park, 
Japanese American girl. Um, I get the sense that my 
grandparents didn't, weren't particularly joiners, you know, 
they'd never joined a church in Chicago or a temple. They didn't 
participate in bowling leagues or my, my, um, my mom and her 
brothers never did, you know, uh, the Chicago Nisei Athletic 
Association or Sports Leagues or none of them joined the Drum 
and Bugle corps. Um, so I don't think that they were 
institutionally really connected, um, to a lot of other institutions 
within Chicago, within the Chicago, Japanese American 
community that were forming around that time. And I don't 
know why. 

AT: 00:26:11 Um, before we transition into like some of your own personal 
experiences and you know about growing up in Chicago, um, is 
there anything else that comes to mind or that you want to add 
about like families, experiences, any that can be, I mean, 
anything that we've talked about up until now and we can 
always like go back if things come up later too. 

LD: 00:26:41 Sure. I think one other that I find interesting, and this is 
influenced by just the things that I find interesting is sort of the 



migratory patterns that my family took in Chicago. So, my 
grandmother and two of her brothers were living in South 
Shore, um, through the late 1950s and all three of those 
families left South Shore around the same time. So, one of my 
great uncles bought a house in Park Ridge, which was in the 
suburbs. Um, my grandparents moved to Hyde Park and then 
my other great uncle and his family moved to Uptown. And in a 
lot of ways those represent some sort of traditional patterns of 
migration that Japanese Americans took. A lot of families ended 
up moving to the suburbs, not typically suburbs like Park Ridge, 
but typically on the North and Northwest sides of the city. Um, 
but particularly that, um, southern, you know, south shore, 
Hyde Park, Woodlawn, Kenwood to Uptown, um, Edgewater, 
Lakeview kind of migration, um, is a really traditional path that a 
lot of Japanese Americans took. 

LD: 00:27:50 To again, buck all the trends, my grandparents actually ended 
up moving back to California in 1970. Um, which was the year 
my mom started college. Well, technically they moved in 1969 
they moved to a small town called Santa Rosa. And this was 
when my grandpa was working in the produce packaging 
industry and he had been for several years, had been 
commuting between Chicago and California. Um, and finally my 
grandmother was really fed up with this, that she had three 
elementary school aged kids and he kept, you know, going to 
California. So they moved to Santa Rosa. He found a house in 
the middle of the night by flashlight because the power had 
been cut off. And my grandmother was so upset that they, she 
refused to unpack their suitcases. So they lived there for a 
school year, like living out of their suitcases. And then in 1970, 
they moved to Irvine, which is where they lived until they died. 

LD: 00:28:47 Um, so my mom did her freshman, sophomore, junior year of 
high school at the University of Chicago lab school. And then 
she did her senior year at this like tiny farm community high 
school in the middle of nowhere in California. And uh, you 
know, so going from like the University of Chicago lab school to 
a school where Future Farmers of America was like the biggest 
student organization. I'm sure it was a change. Um, but then she 
never, she never really lived with them in Irvine, which is why 
she came to Chicago after college. 

AT: 00:29:22 Okay. So where did she go to college? 

LD: 00:29:25 She went to Oberlin in Ohio. Oberlin College in Ohio. 

AT: 00:29:29 By way of uh, Santa Rosa. 



LD: 00:29:32 Yes. 

AT: 00:29:34 Well, I, and I, I guess to have just a little bit of context. So your 
mom went to Oberlin and um, after Santa Rosa and then when 
did she come back to Chicago? 

LD: 00:29:49 So, my mom went to Oberlin starting in 1970 and I believe she 
came back to Chicago immediately after finishing, um, college. 
So, she met my dad at Oberlin and they, I believe they both 
started doctoral programs at the University of Chicago right 
after graduating. He started in chemistry and she started in, I 
want to say Far Eastern languages and cultures and neither of 
them finished those programs. Um, and then after that my 
mom worked for an organization called the Pan Asian Mental 
Health Reso- Research Council. And then she ended up going 
back to graduate school at the University of California, San 
Francisco in the 80s. So, she left Chicago for a little bit of time to 
live in San Francisco. And then she came back, um, shortly 
before I was born. 

AT: 00:30:42 Okay. Um, I'm sorry, where'd you say she went to grad school? 

LD: 00:30:48 She, uh, ended up getting like, actually finishing the program at 
the University of California in San Francisco. 

 
<End Segment 7> - Copyright © 2019 Japanese American Service Committee (JASC) and 
Chicago Japanese American Historical Society (CJAHS). All Rights Reserved. 

 


