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<Begin Segment 6> 

AT: 00:18:41 Um, okay. Just to get us back on track as far as trajectory and 
then, and then we'll, we'll dig into memory stuff. Um, so, um, so 
at a certain point, um, both your grandmothers and 
grandfathers families had ended up in Chicago. Um, uh, if you 
had to, if you know, great. And if you had to guess like dates 
that they were, the families had arrived and it sounds like it was 
a pretty typical thing where it's like one person came and then 
the rest of the family joined. Do you have a sense of that? Of 
when, when people were arriving to Chicago? 

LD: 00:19:38 So I think both my grandmother and grandfather were amongst 
the first in their families to come to Chicago. And I would guess 
that they both came in the summer or fall of 1943. Um, I know 
my grandfather eventually got it back to like, it, his, weird story. 
Um, so he, he attended Wash. U. as a student, but he also got a 
teaching position at Wash. U. teaching Japanese. Um, and so 
then he also came to the University of Chicago and taught 
Japanese, um, potentially as part of the military language 
school. But I've never been super clear on that. But he 
eventually got a job at the University of Chicago, so he moved 
to Hyde Park, um, with his brother. And I don't, my, for, my 
grandmother, it was her brother who first came to Chicago. I 
don't know why he came to Chicago or what he initially did, but 
they also moved to Hyde Park. 

AT: 00:20:38 Um, and, um, again, like back to like family narrative and like 
anything, um, that you heard growing up or, or maybe later on 
in life. Um, like what was, what was the narrative after moving 
to Hyde Park? Like what, um, yeah. Where did, where does the 
story continue as far as what you have as a fourth generation? 

LD: 00:21:16 Yeah, so after my family came to Chicago, my grandfather, um, 
somehow started working for a card making company and that's 
where he met my grandmother. He, I don't think he owned the 
card making company, but he was like in management there. 



And my grandmother worked sort of as just sort of a general 
worker. I don't know if she was designing or packaging cards. 
Um, but that's where they met and they were both living on the 
south side. My grandmother's family ended up buying an 
apartment building, um, that they managed and they manage 
that into the 60s, maybe even into the 70s. Um, and. 

AT: 00:21:58 Did they have a name for the apartment building? 

LD: 00:22:01 I don't know if it had a name and I don't know if it was, you 
know, it was like a six flat or something. I don't think it was 
huge. You know, I think it was a few units. Um, and honestly, I 
don't know much until my mom was born. Um, in 1953, um, the 
apartment building was in Woodlawn. And when my mom was 
born, they lived in South Shore for a few years. Um, I know that 
my mom, when my mom was born, they lived very close to my 
grandmother's brother. Um, two of my grandmother's brothers 
lived in the same neighborhood. And so, um, when they were 
little, you know, the kids grew up together. Um, but then 
probably by 1957, my mom and her parents had moved into 
Hyde Park proper from South Shore. So they moved from about 
72nd street to 57th street. 

AT: 00:23:01 Um, do you have any idea what did, um, were your 
grandparents continuing with card company or had jobs kind of 
shifted that you know of? 

LD: 00:23:10 I don't know what my grandparents were doing at that time. I 
know that there was a period of time where my grandmother 
was, stayed at home with her kids. Um, my grandfather to my 
understanding has sort of had a series of like entrepreneurial 
engagements over the course of his life. Um, so I know he did 
the card thing for awhile. I know eventually he got into the like 
packaged produce industry. Um, and that's what he was doing 
in the late 60s, but I don't really know what he did between the 
late 50s and the late 60s. In terms of businesses. I would 
imagine a lot of things. 

AT: 00:23:46 Um, do you think your grandma was working at that time or 
maybe by? 

LD: 00:23:51 My grandmother started working probably around the time my 
mom was in middle school. So if my mom was born in 1953 let's 
say 1966, 1965-ish and my grandmother became a secretary in 
the physics department at the University of Chicago. And what 
my mom has said is that she took that job to, um, at that point 
they were waiting for the city to buy their apartment building as 
part of like urban renewal plans for Woodlawn. Um, so they 



were sort of, she was working to help her brothers continue to 
pay the expenses on the building until the city would buy them 
out from it. 
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