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<Begin Segment 5> 

AT: 00:14:38 Okay. Um, and then before getting into some of the, um, 
whatever, and, you know, so many details, this is awesome. Um, 
but before, um, uh, uh, like hearing more about Chicago, I'm 
wondering if, um, as far as like family stories or just kind of like 
family knowledge of, of your own history, are there any 
particular stories or memories, you know, obviously not your 
own personal memories, but, um, stories that have been passed 
down about, um, either like assembly center or camp life or 
maybe just even evacuation in general. Like what, what are 
some of the, what's some of the, um, the stories that have been 
handed down to you, if any? 

LD: 00:15:31 Yeah. You know, I, not a lot of stories have been handed down 
to me about what day to day life in camp was like. My 
grandmother was diagnosed with Alzheimer's when I was in 
elementary school. And so I always, or if I were to describe this, 
I would say that we passed each other cognitively. By the time I 
could have asked her and understood her stories, she no longer 
could tell them to me. But I've recently heard a few stories, um, 
from my mom, one of which is that she, um, my grandmother 
evidently was a very feisty child. And so much so that at one 
point her parents thought about sending her to Japan, um, to 
sort of reform her, I guess, or like keep her in line or, or she was 
just too much for them to handle maybe. Um, and uh, so sort of 
in that similar vein, I've heard that she was just really angry 
when she went to camp. Um, that she was just very, very upset 
about the whole situation and not just like a sad, kind of upset 
of defiant and angry kind of upset. Um, and it's interesting 
because I don't feel like I knew her as that kind of a person. Um, 
my mom also said that she, her mom told her that on the day 
that her, this is a lot of moms. So my mom told me that when 
my grandmother, on the day that my great grandmother died, 
my grandmother woke up in the middle of the night and sort of 
like had this premonition that she sort of knew that her mom 



had passed away even though her mom was still in Arkansas 
and she was in Chicago. 

LD: 00:17:15 And I also would say I'd never really imagined my grandmother 
is sort of a spiritual person. And so that was a really surprising 
story to sort of hear this very haunting tale of, of her having this 
sense that her, her own mother had passed away. Um, and then 
this is not a story that has been passed down, but in my, in my 
whole life of knowing my grandfather, he always sort of wore a 
very similar outfit every day. He always wore wingtip loafers 
and like dress slacks and a sweater and like a camel hair jacket. 
And so to me, which is kind of a retro kind of retro style, so I just 
have this very strong like imagination of him going to assembly 
center in Wingtip loafers and sort of like sinking into the mud. 
Um, and as much as he was a hustler, he was also like a very 
prideful person maybe to a f- in to the extent that that was even 
a bad character feature. Um, and so what would it have done to 
someone who had like such a sense of self and such a sense of 
pride to sort of be put in this experience? Um, that to me is 
really it, I can sort of imagine the pain that he might have felt 
and I just see this like muck sinking around his shoes in my, in 
my imagination of it. 
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