
Densho Digital Repository 
Japanese American Service Committee (JASC) and 

Chicago Japanese American Historical Society (CJAHS) 
Oral History Project Collection 

Title: Anne Yuki Watanabe Interview 
Narrator: Anne Yuki Watanabe 

Interviewer: Anna Takada 
Location:  

Date: August 19, 2017 
Densho ID: ddr-chi-1-2-6 

 

<Begin Segment 6> 

AT: 34:02 To answer your own that, that question. Um, what do you think, 
umm, what do you think is the role of the Japanese American 
community and some of the current movements and any issues 
that are happening? What do you...we'll start there. 

AW: 34:24 Yeah, for sure. Um, I mean I think like, I think a lot about the 
concept of like moving targets, you know, like, um, like that the 
way that like the model minority myth and like assimilation has 
been used. Um, and the way that, like, the fracturing of 
Japanese American communities and Japanese American 
identity has been used in order to like, basically it's like people 
are either assimilated into or rejected from like, you know, like 
whiteness or like nationhood or citizenship or whatever based 
on what's like politically convenient at the time. And so I think 
of like Irish and like Italian immigrant, like, you know, like 
European immigrant communities that were like really like not 
seen as white, um, for long periods of time in US history. And it 
was really like in certain moments like when there was the 
threat of like some kind of unified, like um, you know, like 
working class movement between I think in like, I know in like 
New York and probably like other places too, there was like 
moments when there was a lot of like interracial, like working 
class organizing between these like European immigrant 
communities and like, you know, Puerto Ricans or like other 
people of color. Um, and it was in those moments where there's 
the threat of that, that like there was a big push to like, 
assimilate and to basically sort of offer this bribe of like, you get 
to be part of whiteness if you can like turn your backs on, you 
know, this possibility of solidarity and this possibility of like 
having unity with people who like you see a common struggle 
with. And so I think like, yeah, with Japanese Americans to like, 
you know, like I think we've seen and with like Asian Americans 
more generally, like, you know, the stuff that we've seen with 
like, like Chinese Americans turning out to like rally and 



supported Peter Liang who was the police officer, the Chinese 
American police officer who like murdered Akai Gurley. Um, and 
seeing like how we kind of have this like fraught position now 
within like the racial hierarchy in the US. Um, I think it's like, you 
know, we get to like, I think we just like have this opportunity to 
like make a choice about like, like when we like talk about our 
history, it's like a reminder that like whatever we're being 
offered in exchange for like assimilation, it's like, yeah. Like 
there's real like material survival attached to that and also like, 
you know, it's, it's like, I dunno just that like, like in the system 
that we live in, like, like everything that is like being used in 
order to like, ummm, in order to like divide people and like get 
people to invest in like a system that is ultimately like not gonna 
work for everybody is, is like a tactic. And, um, so yeah, I think 
it's important to like for us to talk about like how, um, uh, sorry 

AT: 38:18 You're fine. 

AW: 38:18 I'm like, uh all the way out here, but yeah, I mean basically just 
that yeah, it is important for us to like, you know, like continue 
speaking up about racism and about all the ways that like, 
especially like there is such a now that like, you know, like 
racism doesn't really exist or like it doesn't really exist in the 
same way that it used to. And like, it is a lot more like hidden in 
like institutions and in all of these ways that it like codes itself 
into, um, things that like aren't as overt but like, like clearly are 
about racism. But like, it's easy to, for it to like represent itself 
as not being about that. And so, yeah, I think it's important for 
us to like, speak up about that and, um, you know, and to not 
like lose how our history connects us to people to like everyone 
who's struggling against that. 
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