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<Begin Segment 4> 

AT: 15:50 What are some other, um, like stories, like family stories or, you 
know, that's the needs and like in my experience too is, you 
know, it's like just a blurb, you know, I, I feel like I'm just like 
collecting little pieces of, um, you know, my, my own family's 
experiences. And it sounds like it's similar. So, um, if there are 
more stories, what might some of those be or memories? 

AW: 16:28 Yeah, he know. I feel like I might be the extent of them. I really 
can't think of that many more. I mean, I know we had like, you 
know, like Farwell to Manzanar and like that, like that was a 
book that like my grandparents had in their house. Um, so I 
think I've probably read that at some point. Um, and, but yeah, I 
feel like I didn't really get it as like a significant thing when I was 
growing up. Um, because of how it was kind of treated as a very 
like, as like sort of a footnote, you know, in, in my family. Like it 
was right the way that it was piecemeal. It was sort of just like 
this like, oh, side note. We were incarcerated during World War 
II. Um, so I don't think I really understood that it was significant 
and it was only later in life after I became an adult that I became 
a lot more interested in the history. Like, even everything that I 
do know, it's mostly stuff I've learned after, you know, like in my 
early twenties, um, when I was just like, oh, whoa, I've never 
actually heard the stuff from my family is I went and kind of 
tried to go digging for it a little bit. Um, but that was challenging 
too because there was like other stuff that had happened in my 
family. So like I was kind of like a little bit estranged from them 
for a couple of years. Um, so I just didn't really have the 
relationships to be able to really get more of the story in the 
way that I wanted. 

AT: 18:10 Okay. And so you said you were kind of delving into it in your 
early 20s. Was that when you were in the college? 



New Speaker: 18:20 Mmhmm, yeah, when I was in college, I, um, I was in a class that 
I had to write a research paper for and I ended up writing it on 
like the intergenerational effects of Japanese internment, which 
was not necessarily something I had, I was out there looking for. 
But I like, I, I, it was like a, I was trying to like look at how, um, 
you know, I was interested in sort of like Asian American and 
Japanese American, like activism in like the 70s and 80s. And 
through that I like enc, stumbled across some books that talked 
about like the intergenerational stuff. And I was really surprised 
because I had never read about that or like thought about it 
before. Um, but I definitely recognize a lot of myself and my 
family and sort of like the stuff around how people didn't talk 
about it and how, you know, people had a very like, summer 
camp sort of narrative about the whole thing or at least like a 
lot of people did, or my family did. Um, and you know, I, I 
identified too, like some of those books talked about how like 
trauma showed up in terms of like addiction and in terms of 
like, you know, like, um, like family violence and things like that 
that happened, um, as a result and how that was connected to 
like anger about the internment. Um, so yeah, I think I like 
thought a lot about, you know, like, especially at that point in 
my life. I think my dad was living back in Canada at that point 
and had, you know, was like no longer really using drugs, but he 
had just very recently like been in all of that. So yeah, like I was 
thinking a lot about how him going through that, like that that 
had come from somewhere. Um, and trying to like understand 
what he was dealing with and yeah, I think, um, I think like, it's 
interesting how, you know, like I felt really disconnected. Like I 
have, it's weird like, you know, compared to a lot of other like 
Nikkei people, I have a lot of connection to sort of my, like my 
Japanese heritage because my mom is an immigrant from Japan 
and so like, I grew up bilingual and like, you know, I grew up like 
visiting her family in Japan. Um, and then my, my dad's family, 
like, you know, like they at least did like pass down a lot of the 
sort of cultural stuff. Like they grew up, you know, like my 
grandfather plays taiko and they grew up doing judo and like, 
you know, they're like Buddhists in my grandmother's family 
who like go to temple who will go to a Japanese American 
temple every week. And so like that stuff had been passed 
down. But like I still felt really disconnected from, I guess from 
like a sense of like community around it because my parents 
had both sort of like, we're really isolated from Japanese 
Canadian or like, you know, Japanese American community. 
Um, and I didn't, I don't know, like I just, um, yeah, I think that 
lack of community like made it feel like my identity, like as a 
Japanese American person wasn't really, like, I just had no 
frame of reference for it. It was just like whatever was in my 
own life. 



AT: 22:10 Sure. 

AW: 22:11 But yeah. 

AT: 22:12 Do you think that's because, um, what, why, why do you think 
that was kind of, um, disconnect or not, or not, you know, like 
being a part of any particular communities that are moving or? 

AW: 22:31 Yeah, I mean, it was definitely from moving, um, and from like 
living in places where there weren't really communities. Cause I 
mean, I think, um, you know, like it seems like Ottawa and 
Toronto were probably some of the major resettlement sites in 
Canada. So like, there were communities there. And I think, um, 
yeah, it's not clear to me how much my dad's generation, like 
the Sansei generation grew up with a community. Um, but like 
definitely like my grandfather's like generation, like the Nisei 
generation, you know, like their whole sort of social community 
was like very Japanese. Um, and it seems like, yeah, like there 
was a solid, like Nikkei community there. Um, so I think that 
that really existed in the place that my dad grew up in, but like, 
but he left and you know, for whatever reason, like, yeah, that 
wasn't something that he felt connected to or like wanting to 
seek out. Um, and so, yeah. And in none of the places that I 
lived there wasn't really like, you know, like a Nikkei community 
in the sense of like, post World War II resettlement. Like there 
were some times like in New Jersey, like there were some like 
sort of like Shinisei community or like Shinikkei communities of 
like people who had immigrated more recently, but that's like a 
really different experience. Um, so yeah, I don't know, like I 
guess I, yeah, I still wonder about like, why, why my dad left and 
why cause I, yeah, I feel like that has like really impacted my 
sense of connection. Like I just wonder what it would have been 
like to grow up in, you know, in like Ottawa or in Toronto where 
I would have had a really different, like kind of access to like a 
Japanese, like to a Yonsei community. 

 
<End Segment 4> - Copyright © 2017 Japanese American Service Committee (JASC) and 
Chicago Japanese American Historical Society (CJAHS). All Rights Reserved. 

 


