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<Begin Segment 5> 

AT: 00:15:23 Um, and okay, just to, um, just to get some of the details 
straight. Um, do you know when your, your Mom, so you said 
that your, your uncle who was in Venice moved to Stanton to 
join another brother? 

TD: 00:15:45 Yes, and my father and us too, we all moved. 

AT: 00:15:48 To Stanton? 

TD: 00:15:49 To Stanton. 

AT: 00:15:50 Okay. Um, do you know when that would have been? You said it 
was before the signing of, 

TD: 00:15:57 Uh, no. So if we left for Santa Anita in May, maybe we went 
there in March or April. 

AT: 00:16:05 Okay. So right before. 

TD: 00:16:06 Yes. 

AT: 00:16:06 Evacuation. 

TD: 00:16:10 When, when the evacuation, probably when the date was 
published, you know, when we had to leave, uh, your home 
with what you could carry, you know, I'm sure that they went 
there, um, in advance. 

AT: 00:16:27 So let's see. Um, we were talking about, um, how your family 
had moved to, to Stanton in probably March, April, um, and 
Santa Anita in May and Rohwer in October. Um, so one question 
I have is, um, you know, of course you were a baby, uh, through 
all of this. So, um, later in your life, were there certain, um, 



family stories, stories or narratives that you were told about this 
time and this experience from your parents? 

TD: 00:17:11 There was a traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian and in that 
exhibit uh, was a picture of women lined up uh, with washtubs 
and my mother was the lead person and uh, you could 
recognize her right away. I mean, I knew it was her and she was 
wearing like, you know, from the forties with a bandana or this 
scarf on her head. And she was like this washing. So I, it was in 
front of us, look like a stable or a barrack. So I said, mom, what 
were you washing? She said, your diapers. Maybe she was just 
kidding, but that was uh, what she did. But are you going to go 
back to the train? Cause yeah. 

AT: 00:18:00 Um, yeah, we can, we can talk about it. 

TD: 00:18:02 Okay. So, you know, I, and I didn't have the wherewithal to ask 
her about the train ride. She did tell me that when the train 
went through, um, a community,, that the soldiers pulled the 
shades down and everybody has that memory who was old 
enough to know or remember on if they traveled by train. Um, 
and um, I guess the reason was that they didn't want people, 
the Americans, to know what was going on, that they were 
transporting Japanese or Asian people across the country. Now, 
where we were going from California to Rohwer Arkansas, I 
believe was the longest journey of all the internees. 

TD: 00:18:55 So I asked people at Densho if they knew how long, and they 
said they don't have an exact, but they think it was like four to 
five days. And a friend of mine told me who was like 13 at the 
time, uh, told me that, uh, they arrived, uh, on Halloween in 
Arkansas. Um, and then I was thinking also I didn't ask mom 
that, you know, I was at that time, if it was October, I was less 
than a year old. I must've still been in diapers and, uh, drinking 
milk. You know, maybe I was breastfeeding for a while, but how 
did she feed me? You know, if breast milk, okay. But formula 
maybe forget about formula and sitting up in a chair like this all 
the way. And I think probably, do they have baths? Did they 
have toilet, I'm sure toilets. But do they have showers for 
people? I mean, we went the longest. So we were gone four 
nights, five days to Arkansas. I don't know what happened, but 
uh, the suffering, the physical suffering, they never talked. My 
mother never said she suffered. So I never asked her. But 
thinking about it now, she had to have suffered. All people, all 
the people had to have suffered, but especially those with 
children. 



AT: 00:20:37 Umm, and so it kind of, it sounds like, um, you know, you 
mentioned seeing that Smithsonian image. Was that moment, 
um, uh, did that help you in kind of, um, forming the questions 
to ask your mom about that experience? Or, or what did that 
moment mean for you and your family and learning your 
family's background? 

TD: 00:21:09 You know, my family, especially on my father's side, they're 
talkers. They're storytellers. So, you know, I, I heard a lot of 
things already. That picture, hmm, I saw how beautiful my 
mother looked in that picture. And it always amazes me when 
you see photos of the men and women, they're all dressed up, 
you know, their men are wearing suits, ladies, you know, who 
have dresses and suits and maybe a hat, uh, how did they take 
care of that clothing? You know, it's, it's amazing that they were 
so proud that for the photo they wanted to look their best. 
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