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<Begin Segment 2> 

TD: 00:02:56 And, um, and you mentioned your, your mom, uh, was from 
Selma, California and that she was kibei. 

TD: 00:03:05 Yes. 

TD: 00:03:06 Do you have information about, um, her family? 

TD: 00:03:08 I do, um, my mother's father, um, worked for Sun-Maid Raisin 
Company and that was I guess, uh, the base is in Fresno, 
California. So she and her sister, my, uh, live, were born in 
Selma, which is like a suburb. Uh, in 1923, uh, my grandfather 
was sent to Japan to open the market for Sun-Maid Raisin. So 
the whole family went to, uh, Yokohama. That was their first, 
um, office, his first office because there was a port. And, uh, 
during that time, 1923 was when there was a great earthquake 
in Yokohama. And My mother told me a story of, uh, playing 
with her friend and the ground opened up in front of them and 
her friend fell into the hole and disappeared and she never saw 
her again. Uh, because the port was closed, my, my 
grandfather, uh, they had a cow. I dunno, maybe because my 
mother and father, I mean my mother and her family were used 
to drinking milk. So my grandfather bought a cow and they, uh, 
lived on the, um, kind of higher, higher ground. So their home 
was not affected, uh, by the earthquake. 

AT: 00:04:34 And so how, do you know about how old your mom was when 
she went back? 

TD: 00:04:40 Yes, she was a 10 years old. She was born in 1913. 

AT: 00:04:45 And how long did they stay in Yokohama? 

TD: 00:04:49 Yokohama? Well, from Yokohama they moved to Tokyo and um, 
maybe they lived in Yokohama for three years or four years. 



And then they bought a home. My grandfather bought a home 
in, um, a suburban area of Tokyo called Den-en-chōfu, which, 
uh, now is part of Tokyo and very, uh, became a very affluent 
area. And that's my grandmother. I mean, I'm sorry, my Auntie, 
she's lived there all her life. I wa-, I mean, she was born in the 
United States, but she was like six years old when they went 
back to Japan. So her grammar school, her high school, her 
married years, and she just sold that house last year. So, and 
she's 100 years old this coming October. 

AT: 00:05:37 Umm. So your, your Auntie stayed. And does that mean that 
um, your mother and her parents came back to the states? 

TD: 00:05:49 No, my grandparents stayed in Japan, but now this story my 
mother told me, um, when was in her 20s, she became engaged 
and the man, what came from a similar background, he was a 
Nisei and his family was in California. My grandparents knew 
him and the family and they were introduced, you know, and so 
they were engaged to be married. But shortly before the 
marriage took place, her fiance died. He had tuberculosis. So my 
grandparents thought, oh, you know, Tomoe is going to be so 
sad. So they sent her to America to visit her brothers who 
never, who did not come to the United States. And so she went 
to, and my uncle, um, he worked for Rafu Shimpo, which was 
the English and Japanese paper in Los Angeles. 

TD: 00:06:47 So he published a picture of my mother saying, you know, 
Tomoe Nakamoto, you know, is here from Japan. And she went 
to uh, Soshin Gakko. Well, my father's sister also graduated 
from the same school, so when she read the papers, oh and 
she's very beautiful. So she somehow got in touch with my 
mother and said, I have a brother. Would you be interested in 
meeting him? So my mother says, well, you know, not really, 
but you know, I'll have lunch and tea with you. Well, of course 
my auntie brought my father. So they fell in love, my father and 
my mother. And when she told my grandfather, my grandfather 
was very upset because he knew if she married in the United 
States that she would not come back to Japan so easily. So he 
forced her, really forced her to come back to Japan. So she left 
my father and she went back to Tokyo and she became very ill. 
Everyone said she was heartsick, she was dying of a broken 
heart. So my grandpa called my father to Japan and allowed 
them to marry in Japan, in Tokyo. 

TD: 00:08:10 Interestingly, I showed your grandma that something from that 
you know her, their wedding, uh, invitation or something. She 
knows that church because she said her grandfather was one of 
the founders of that church in Tokyo. It's a small world. 
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