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<Begin Segment 5> 

AT: 00:17:21 Hmm. Mmm. One thing I wanted to ask is about, I mean, you 
being very young and, and going into the camps, you know, 
that's probably kind of what you knew. You weren't questioning 
much but, did your, do you remember having any kinds of 
conversations with either your grandmother or your, your 
parents about the camp situation or? 

CY: 00:18:03 Well, I remember conversations. I remember my father being 
extremely upset, you know, because he was, at the height of his 
adult, or let's say I was four years, who was in his late 20s. So I 
remember, I always remember a scene where he was crying and 
the, and the kit, in the barrack. And, he was very bitter about 
the whole war scene and very angry. So I always heard that 
every day when I was crying, I heard it and you know, from him 
in camp, and I would hear it later about how, you know, they 
felt very, very bitter about the whole situation. That was the 
kind of conversations I've heard a lot of. And, I was always told 
my father would say everyday, this is horrible to say too, but my 
father would say, never, ever trust the white person. They'll act 
friendly, but they'll always, always hate you. And they like, and I 
said, oh, okay, well, you know, something I learned from him 
because he felt so betrayed. You know, he felt his whole life had 
changed and altered and he wouldn't go back to California for a 
long time until he was a much older man. You know, my child or 
we. 

AT: 00:19:38 You mean even to visit or? 

CY: 00:19:40 He wouldn't have anything to, he wouldn't have anything to do 
with Japan. He, he would, he had no desire to visit Japan. He 
had no desire to, in, in my case, it probably doesn't bode well 
for this video. There was hardly any cultural things going on at 
home. He said, one of the first things is you do not talk, you only 
speak English. You should not speak Japanese. I mean, as I got 
assimilated into Chicago, I went to a private school, so I was 



taught English right quickly because you know, children just, you 
just learn it. And so, he made it a point that. Yeah. You know, a, 
we, we Americanize, he used to always say we're not 
assimilated. That's why we got thrown into camp. He would, 
you know, lecture me about people all sort of clustered 
together in LA and lived like, again, ghetto style. And he says 
that was a mistake that we made. I don't know that's a mistake 
we made. But that, you know, as if putting all the blame on, on 
the Japanese people, rather than the government that put us 
into camp, he felt that we asked for this, this was what, 
something that because of our behavior, because of how he 
looked, because of how he acted, this is what happens. 

AT: 00:21:15 Do you think that, his, like generation had anything to do with 
that? Like what do you think he would think differently if he 
were, say Issei or Sansei? Or I'm just, I'm. 

CY: 00:21:34 No, I know I, I'm a little unclear about how do you mean? 

AT: 00:21:40 I guess, do you think that he would still think that way if he 
were of a different generation as far as like the Japanese 
American community? So if you were Issei, I guess. 

CY: 00:21:57 Well, I don't know. I have no idea ... speculating how he would 
feel that he was over a different track. If I was a Issei, as such at 
his age at that time, I would experience the whole wartime 
thing very differently. I think one of the interesting things about 
this internment camp and about our adjustment in Chicago, 
everything, had all dependent upon your age group. A lot of it 
was, it was like a, when I talked to all my girlfriends, we all play 
hana, you know, the Japanese, oh, they loved it in camp and 
then so I say, you loved it in camp! And it was the most fun I've 
ever had. And these girls are maybe a little older than myself. 
The teenage dances, the baseball games they played all the 
freedom from everything. And uh, in a way you can understand 
that it was like a big summer camp. I mean, and I think it was 
very hard for the Isseis. They were terrified. They had no idea if 
they're ever going to go back to their homes in California, which 
many didn't. And I think, for the Niseis my father's age group 
and you're talking about which generation, I think it was 
devastating all their plans for like a college or a future jobs or 
you know, that all got scorched. And I feel that, it depended as 
you say, upon the generation you were in. And, my generation 
of course being so young, I sorta had, it was all enjoyable in a 
sense, speaking. 

AT: 00:23:52 You had your grandmother kind of taking care of you. And. 



CY: 00:23:56 I had my grandmother taking care of me and I had a, there was 
a strong community once you came to Chicago, you know, there 
was, which I was very, very quick and taking advantage of all the 
different, available resources we had, a while I'm not a religious 
person. I did go to church because going to the church, the 
community center, I got to make a lot of good friends and, you 
know, enjoy all the activities, campfire girls, et cetera, et cetera. 
And one thing about the South Side of Chicago became my little 
Japanese village. You know, you walked down the street or 43rd 
where I lived on 43rd and Drexel, you know, there's a Japanese 
grocery store, a Japanese coffee shop, you know, Japanese 
mochi store and you know, you just go and that whole area. 
And then I would go and visit all my girlfriends and, you know, 
who lived on various different blocks. And it was quite an 
interesting time. And they know that there was a community 
that got developed clubs. There were all of these basketball 
teams, baseball teams such, you know, as that, you know. 
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