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<Begin Segment 6> 

AT: 00:18:36 How far is Sunnyside, San Diego or from where you were 

JT: 00:18:42 At that time it's far right? Today, distance is nothing, but I can't 
remember where it was. Picture Chula Vista, close to Chula 
Vista so. So I got to the date here that uh, it was April 8th when 
we went to Santa Anita. That was the date we left San Diego. 
But our family unit, so we have to move. 

AT: 00:19:12 So did your mom leave the cannery then? 

JT: 00:19:15 Yes, she had. Everyone was, we had to go to Sunnyside. They 
want to work, late around that's when we, the order came out. 
We'll go to the Santa, Santa Fe Depot. We didn't know where 
we were going. So we were on a train and lines were drawn and 
you can only take what you can carry. I remember as a little kid 
that we had a little suitcase and they were packing it, with 
different things weight wise to see how much I can carry. I was 
eleven years old I guess. So at that time you can only take what 
you can carry. Supposedly, but I guess it wasn't that way. We 
got there, they couldn't see how many bags you had or that's 
my interpretation. They couldn't inspect all the bags that were 
there. They just took them and threw them into the baggage 
compartment, what I understand. But uh, one of my older 
brothers, he was a second, second brother and the third, third 
sibling, sibling. And he was very good in high school. He could, 
he won contests in making sail boats and dressers and things 
like that. And so he kind of, he kind of knew what was going on, 
I guess, what would happen. So the way the story goes, he 
would, he took was a, since my father was also a carpenter, he 
took all the carpenter tools, Japanese planes and saw like that, 
which is, and it wasn't confiscated so, so he, so he was, he was 
thinking pretty good but more than most people, and he was 
shocked. He was good man I think. He was, my brother was a 
Southern California wrestling champion. 



AT: 00:21:22 What was his name? 

JT: 00:21:22 Keo, his name was Kiyoshi. And I, the way I understand that we 
lived among a lot of Mexican workers and some Italians, there 
weren't Jap, that many Japanese in West Cannery that lives in 
the cannery barracks. But uh, so he, yeah, he's the one that 
took the tools and he did well in school, but all my brothers 
were pretty athletic. 

AT: 00:22:04 Um, so do you have any idea how long you all were in Sunnyside 
before going to Santa Anita. 

JT: 00:22:14 I can't recall. It must have been a few months. 

AT: 00:22:19 Do you remember, do you remember Sunnyside, what it was 
like? 

JT: 00:22:24 Yeah I remember Sunnyside. The first thing that I remember 
doing, there were some pecan trees, I guess we don't want 
supposed to go there, but you know, it was like everybody had a 
big yard and it was an orange grove over there. So I remember 
taking the oranges, good oranges, navel oranges, and the pecan 
trees. We used to go up there and shake the trees and get the 
pecans. That's the only thing I have to, I think the owner, the, 
the home that we stayed in, I think was, I think there's a dairy 
there. And I think that was where we lived. 

AT: 00:23:02 There was a? 

JT: 00:23:02 Dairy, cows. But anyways I, I'm not sure, but it wasn't much of a 
building right as, I guess it was buildings like for migrant workers 
that we ended up in. 

AT: 00:23:17 How did that can compared to the living situation and the 
Cannery Barracks?, 

JT: 00:23:25 Well, the Cannery wasn't bad and before we knew it, when we 
went to Sant, we ended up in Santa Anita, Santa Anita 
Racetrack. And I have, found it. And we were in district 54 unit 
20. And those were, I guess set up part, sections of the horse 
stables. That's what we lived in. So the horse stables were 
separated too. Nothing, no wall. The wall was, you know how 
you have a horse stable, you get, they have a height and you 
can just see where the head comes out. Well, that's, that's that 
kind of a gate was, what I called the dividing of the room. We 
just have one room with that said. There was eight of us, and 
so. 



AT: 00:24:26 Nine with your mom? 

JT: 00:24:26 Yes. 
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