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<Begin Segment 2> 

AT: 00:05:38 Can you tell me about what happened to both families when 
the executive, what are, when the executive order went out, 
but when the evacuation happened? 

EH: 00:05:49 When that happened, everybody was at, was in the Los Angeles 
area at the time. And so when that happened, the families were 
evacuated as the exhibit, as it's described, in family units. So my 
mother was in the family unit with her, her parents and her and 
her brother and her, her parents, her sister, her younger 
brother. Her parents, her sister, I take it back, her parents, her 
sister, and one of her younger brothers. The other younger 
brother, on my mother's side, my uncle was in the US Army 
before Pearl Harbor and he was scheduled to be discharged for 
the US army in December. Unfortunately, Pearl Harbor 
happened right before he was discharged and when Pearl 
Harbor happened, nobody was discharged. And so he did, my 
one uncle did serve during the war in the US Army, uh, a 
stateside in a very isolated capacity, but he did serve in the US 
Army for the duration of the war. And when he was home on 
leave, he would be going to the Manzanar Relocation Center to 
go home on leave. 

AT: 00:07:07 Do you know if either family unit went to an assembly center? 

EH: 00:07:12 Yeah, they went to the Santa Anita Racetrack. Both of them 
both went to the Santa Anita Racetrack. And uh, from there 
were transferred to Manzanar. Um, my father had at Manzanar, 
was one, I think he was probably in charge of the athletic 
programs there. So he was a, he had been a summer pro 
baseball player before the war and organized the sports and 
sports activities in Manzanar. He also ended up organizing the 
artificial flower making factory or whatever you want to call it, 
activity at Manzanar because that was something that was, that 
he had a skill and that he'd been in the floral industry prior to 
the boards, well, he understood flowers but knew how to 



construct artificial flowers out of crepe paper, wire, things like 
that. And so he, he was active in the camps as a sports 
coordinator. Um, and certainly member of the base, Manzanar 
Knights baseball team. 

AT: 00:08:20 And do you know anything about his, uh, his time in as a semi-
pro? 

EH: 00:08:27 Yeah. When he was in semi-pro ball, there was a Japanese, a 
Japanese American semipro baseball team, and had a number 
of them. They had a league actually prior to the war and he 
played for a one of the, the LA Nips and it was the LA Nips 
baseball team. He played locally. They also traveled to Japan 
prior to the word twice to play against teams in Japan. And so 
he had been in the team of for, a period of time before the war. 
He was also very active before the war in a group called the 
Oliver's. There was a woman in Los Angeles, a, a Caucasian 
woman who was, seems to be sort of like the, the, the Hull 
House for the Japanese American youth in Los Angeles, and that 
was a very active group as well that my, my, my grandfather, my 
father was part of. 

AT: 00:09:28 And then how about your mother? So she also went to Santa 
Anita and then Manzanar. Did she take up work in amp? 

EH: 00:09:32 There really wasn't a lot of work available and so most of the 
people, including my mom, really didn't have a job everybody, 
had the stipend that they received for, to buy incidentals, but 
she didn't really have a formal job in the camp. However, to 
pass the time she made an incredible collection of lace, doily 
tablecloths. So I have a lot of lace, handmade, beautiful lace 
doily table class because she was very adept at that. They had 
lots and lots of time and sometimes we have some very, uh, 
very, uh, dramatic pieces of artwork because of that. 
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