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<Begin Segment 9> 

AT: 00:55:01 And, um, at, at the time that, that you're working and in school, 
besides your friend who helped you out when you first moved? 
Did you know any other people in the city? 

BC: 00:55:15 Oh yes, I knew people because we had people that were living 
around 43rd Street towards the people, and, and um, and 
people that were living in the same apartment. And several 
other people that, uh used to be. So we had friends there. Yes, 
as far as that's concerned. 

AT: 00:55:36 Were they folks that you knew from camp or back home? 

BC: 00:55:40 Mostly, several from back home and, and several from camp 
and then other people that had moved there. So it wasn't, it 
wasn't as, it was not a lonely or related to situations or anything 
like that. But then...And then when I, after I graduated, I, I, uh, 
told my boss at the Capital Optical where I was grinding lenses 
that uh, I wanted to quit because I wanted to find a job, maybe 
working as an optometrist someplace. And he said, "Well, I hate 
to lose you, he said. But let me see what I can do for you." So 
this is being that it was the whole, wholesale optical shop where 
they made glasses and there was everything like that. And so all 
the doctors used to come there and he, and he asks what are 
the doctors were very, they came almost every day. His name 
was Dr. Hurst or Walter Hurst. And talked to him, he said. And 
then he was a very kind gentleman, nice gentleman. He says, 
yeah. He says, "Well, why do I do arrangement so that he works 
there over there at that shop for you at work, at the Capital 
Optical. And then have a couple of at the nighttime because he 
only worked 5 o'clock and he's dead and he can use my office. 
So he made arrangements. So I go to the office and the 
nighttime. So I worked there from, I went there from 6 o'clock, 
sometimes 7, 8 o' clock at night. And the only thing I had to do 
was clean his office for him a little bit. Clean the walk, clean the 



waiting room a little bit and whatever supplies I use, I, I 
replenished. And that's all I had. So, uh, I, I, I, I worked there for 
about six, six months and, and, and, and, and have some of my 
patients that I knew evening night. So it was, it was very nice. 
Very very nice. 

AT: 00:57:47 For some of the other folks that you knew who were living in 
the city, do you know what, was it relatively easy or was it 
difficult finding, finding work or? 

BC: 00:58:06 That time in Chicago, I think I, if you look through the wa, wa, it 
was full of opportunities that almost every kind of job, you 
know, because the young people have gone to war and Chicago 
was probably one of the big cities that, that, that was in defense 
work. And so I don't think it was any trouble for most people to 
find a job as far as Chicago's concerned. And that's probably the 
one big reason that so many people came to Chicago at that 
time from Rohwer and uh, and Jerome, Arkansas. 
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