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<Begin Segment 8> 

AT: 00:47:39 Would you happen to remember, um, the areas they were 
suggesting you look for housing? 

BC: 00:47:50 No, I don't, but there was more in the North Side and the West 
Side at that time, but I don't remember now, but it was not 
where I was going to which was the South Side, which had, 
which had housing that was more, more econ, economical then 
the other area. 

AT: 00:48:13 And then how long were you at 6017 

BC: 00:48:17 We all, well, I was in that one small, sleeping room and I had a 
friend that was, had a bigger unit there and he had a bigger 
apartment where they had some kitchenette in the corner that 
had a lot of big bed. They called them Murphy beds and you can 
push and they go up to this on the wall. And uh, so he invited 
me. Why don't you come and stay with me? And so I say, he 
said, come stay with me because we don't have any bugs, bug, 
bed bugs. So I said okay, sure. So I, I decided to stay with him 
and the first night sleeping in his bed, which is a big double bed. 
I had that same problem. All of a sudden they start to bite me. 
And um, and then I took turn the lights on and then, and then 
they find the bugs and had the same problem they were. And 
he sitting right sleeping right next to me without a shirt on and 
he doesn't get bitten at all. And so I said, boy, I said, I took a 
couple and put them right on his chest and all of the stinkin bug 
was just move around and just moved away. And so it just 
affects certain people just like mosquitoes. And so they love 
certain people, certain people they don't even bother. And so it 
was a couple of weeks time then, not only that, every time we 
turn the lights on off, cockroaches will just go into the crevices 
and then put the light on and they just scatter. And so we said 
oh, well, we asked around to see if we how we can exterminate 
some of these people, some of these bugs. And um, there was a 



chemical which is now was, is band after that, because it's 
poisonous. I forgot the name of it, but, but that, that was very 
effective. You spray or on the mattress, crevices and everything 
like that. But then as far as the cockroaches go they said they 
have you have to use sulfur. So we got sulfur, put it in a bottle 
and we left the sulfur and we left there for almost a day, full 
day. And then we went back there in the evening and I found all 
the cockroaches, sleeping, no dead, cockroaches. And it was all 
right, for about one month then start coming again. Again they 
find out that once the, once the building is infested with 
cockroaches, you just can't exterminate one room because the 
whole house has to be exterminated. So that was it. 

AT: 00:51:27 And what about, while you were living there, were you enrolled 
at a school in the city? 

BC: 00:51:33 At that time, that was July and school wasn't going to start 'til 
September. So because with the money that I made in camp, 
which is $60 a month, you couldn't save any money. And uh, I 
didn't have any money, so I looked for a job. I found a job on 
the 30, 6300 street on the West Side. And so I went to work for 
the company called H.P. Smith. And at that time they were 
making a wax paper that were used to line a cigarette packages 
because they couldn't use a tin foil. Tin foil was used for 
ammunition for bullets. And that's where I worked and I worked 
from about 8 o'clock to 6, 6 o'clock. And then I started school in 
September and when I started school I asked them, you know, 
could I change to, to a, a later shift? And they had three shifts 
going at that time and the second shift was from 4 o'clock to 1 
o'clock in the evening 1 night. And so I was able to change my 
job hours and I went to school from 9:00 to 3:00 and I got out of 
school and took the L and went all the way on to 6000 South, 
um, and 3300 West and worked from, from 4 o'clock to 1 
o'clock, to midnight, I'm sorry, 4, 4 to midnight. That was the 
second shift. And then I had to go home and take a bath and, 
and sleep and I get up in the morning and then go to school got 
up at 7 o'clock, had breakfast and then go to school. And most 
of my studying was, was uh, on the way to the school--on the 
bus, or the street car, there was a street car going at that time 
also. But it wasn't too bad because as far as school was 
concerned with was more clinical work. It was in my last year 
actually so, it was all clin, mostly clinical, so it didn't have too 
much bookwork work concerned. But then we did, I did that for 
six months and I just couldn't take it anymore. So I quit my job 
at H.P. Smith and still went to school then and I was able to find 
a job right now, the school that I was going to was in, was in the 
loop of Chicago loop on Walker...Walkered, Whacker Drive and 
the, and the, and a Chicago River. And so I was find, I was able 



to find a, uh, a job to the Capital Optical, which was grinding 
lenses. So that was fine. I got a lot of experience about lenses 
and such. And so, so I worked there from 4 o'clock to closing 
time, which was about 6 or 6:30. 
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