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<Begin Segment 2> 

AT: 00:05:55 And- so you said you were nine years old when you moved to 
Stockton? 

BC: 00:06:02 Yes. 

AT: 00:06:02 And what was the reason for that move? 

BC: 00:06:05 I- Well, that was during the Depression years and even, even 
the farmers had very difficult time making a living. 
Consequently, we had my father, I mean my mother had a 
brother that was in Stockton already and he was a barber. And 
he was able to, to rent- lease a home, I mean an apartment, and 
asked my father if we'd like to come to Chicago because it 
probably would be easier for him and the children as they were 
all growing up now. And that's why we came to Chicago, 

AT: 00:06:47 To Stockton? 

BC: 00:06:49 Stockton. Chicago! Boy, I tell ya, I'm jumping a few years. 

AT: 00:06:53 And so then how many years were you in Stockton? About? 

BC: 00:07:02 Well, 

AT: 00:07:02 How much time did you spend there? 

BC: 00:07:05 I was nine years old and when I- when the, the came and uh, 
and uh, we moved from Stockton to Rohwer I was 22 years old. 

AT: 00:07:24 And can you tell me a little bit about what your experiences 
were like in Stockton? 



BC: 00:07:31 Stockton was an agricultural ci- town, town, and my father had 
a hotel. So what these pe- a lot of people used to work in the 
farms, there used to be a potato farms, they have celery farms, 
they had grape orchards and, and they would, they would work 
during the, during the week and they come Friday's, to the city 
to, to enjoy themselves. And those are the times that we were 
busy at the hotel and as far as the hotel is concerned, just like 
most of the businesses were, were run by families, like the the 
the Japanese family that worked in the cleaners you know, 
father, I mean the mother, the children, and the same things as 
the hotel. We all hotel. We helped at the hotel- During, during 
the weekends. 

AT: 00:08:29 What were some of your duties? 

BC: 00:08:32 Pardon? 

AT: 00:08:32 What were some of your duties? 

BC: 00:08:33 My duties? My duties, my main duty was clean the stairs as they 
come up. So I had the clean the hou- clean the stairs and we- 
and I used to do some vacuuming in the, in the rooms and, and 
that way. And, and on Sundays I had a usual choice of working 
in the hotel or going to church. So naturally I chose to go to 
church and then since then I've been going to church from- 

AT: 00:09:10 And what kind of church was that? 

BC: 00:09:11 It was a- Buddhist church. Yes. In that town- Stockton was a 
small town, a little, a little under 40,000 people. And 
consequently it was sort of they had one Christian church and 
one Buddhist church. And, and the Japanese- as far as the 
Japanese community would- if you called that Japanese 
community, it wasn't a big community, but- all of us were living 
more or less in an area of about four blocks. So we knew all 
each other and it was a sort of a underprivileged area where we 
had, we had- Japanese and Chinese and, and other ethnic 
groups like we had- We had them Blacks, we had Mexicans and, 
and so it was that type of a community. It was sort of- 
community that- 

AT: 00:10:08 And were those demographics also reflected in the schools? 

BC: 00:10:15 Well, in Stockton we had one high school, and that was one 
public high school and, and later on they bought- they, they 
built a, they built a Catholic school. But- but- as far as the 
grammar school, yes, we had a school that was- right in the fact- 



right in that four block area. We all went to that one school that 
was up until about I'd say about the fourth or fifth grade. Then 
we transferred to another school with a little further away and 
it was more of a mixed group then- And then we went to high 
school after that. 

AT: 00:10:57 And after high school, what did you do? 

BC: 00:11:00 After high school? Well, I had a choice of- what kind of 
profession I would- like to have, to do. And we had a very, a 
very nice lady that used to be our Japanese School advisor and 
she had- we wanted me to go to medical school because my 
record were quite good. But then I knew that I was allergic to 
blood so I knew that that wasn't my field, and so you want- she 
wanted me- to go to dentistry. And so I said no, it's the same 
problem, and said, well- the only other profession that I could 
go that I have to worry about contact with blood was 
optometry. So went to the- she, she was able to obtain a 
scholarship for me. So I went to the College of Pacific which is- I 
didn't know at that time, but I found out later on it was 
probably one of the oldest schools in California. And so I stayed 
there two years. Then I transferred to the University of 
California School of Optometry in Berkeley and, and that was 
1941. So. 

AT: 00:12:29 And was that something that was expected of you and your 
siblings to go to school and pursue a professional career- 

BC: 00:12:37 Well, not really because at that time, most of the young people, 
unfortunately they- especially the boys and the girls, but boys 
too. They were had to- work on farms. There were so many 
people that have small farms. These are what they call truck 
cart farm. They have some people, two acres of- of farm and 
they make all kinds of vegetables. So they had to work in the 
farms and so they didn't get the opportunity that- to go to 
school, but I was able to go to school because- I had brothers 
and sisters, that were helping there and and so I, I went there 
two, two years and I transferred to University California. 
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