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<Begin Segment 12> 

AT: 01:14:21 And so another thing I wanted to ask you about was about your 
involvement with MBT and some of the in the early days? 

BC: 01:14:33 Early days? 

AT: 01:14:33 Can you tell me about? 

BC: 01:14:33 Well our first service was in July of 1944 and previous to that, 
late 1943, there was a group of um, Buddhists that were renting 
a monthly hall downtown on Van Buren and Clark Street. And, 
and um, so that was, and what happened is a lot of the younger 
people from Rohwer, came to Chicago. Ah the parents of the 
children was able to tell a certain Reverend Kono, who was the 
minister at the Rohwer, if he might go to Chicago to set up a 
church or some religious groups who, for religious work and 
everything like that. So he, he did that. He came to Chicago and 
with the help of about six or seven young people, they were 
able to set up the first uh. What happened is that, that he, 
Reverend Kono was, could not understand English. So he, he 
called a ministerial student from Poston, Poston now to 
Chicago. And he helped him and to set up the first first service. 
They contacted a lot of fraternal organizations and social clubs 
and to see if they can rent, rent a space for us. And so they went 
to several, several places. But every place they went they said, 
well, we would have to talk to the board and see if it's okay, but 
we never saw or heard from. Finally they were able to find we 
were able to find a social hall on 4400 break, block on South 
Park ah, South Park. And that was on the South Side, if we just 
now Marthar Lee, Marther, what's his name? 

AT: 01:17:02 Martin Luther King 



BC: 01:17:02 Dr., yeah! And they we were able to route or a, rent a room in 
the back of the three story, uh building and had the ser, first 
service in July of 1944. And then, um, my friend Barry Saiki was 
one of the leading groups that organize the group. And he asked 
me several times to become, to help set it up. But I told him 
that gee, I was just starting studying for my book, my State 
Board. And I didn't want to miss that because the fact that gee, I 
spent, uh, two, two, two extra, two extra, two ex, one year 
extra because of evacuation and then you want me to miss me 
getting my license. So I missed the first service, but I, I went to 
the second service which was helping that social agency 
building in the south side street, in the back, back room. And we 
only had 17 people at the service and it was kind of funny 
because when we weren't the lead lead service that recall, no 
will tell us, please go out in couples don't go out in big, to be, so 
she didn't want us to be conspicuous. So we went in, couples 
about two or two people together. And uh, and then that's it. 
Nobody had automobiles. So the on, the only means of 
transportation was the L. So we walked from the, they ah 
Parkway, a social agency building to the station and we walk in 
and at that time in July, and it was very hot. So, so it was even, 
it was a area where people would just sit on the sidewalks 
outside of the stores and as I, we walked by, they look at us, 
they look at us wondering what, I don't think anybody in 
Chicago there was only about around Chicago area they said 
there was only about 490 ah Japanese families in this whole 
area. So they didn't know what we were by Japanese. So 
everybody looked up. But nobody had encountered any trouble, 
didn't have any trouble or anything like that. But then, and then 
gradually as a more people start to live with the Clark and 
Division area, we decided that we will look to see if we can find 
a building. Uh, where we can have a service on and the North 
Side and so we can have one service in the morning on the 
South and then one in the afternoon in the, at the Clark and 
Division area. And so, so we wanted to find out a lot trying to 
find a place, on the North Side. And somebody told us to call Dr. 
Preston Bradley. I think it's well known that the head of the 
People's Church at the, uh, right across from Heiwa Terrace 
that's where their church is. And he told us, go to go see Dr. 
Preston Bracket Jack? I didn't, I forget his name. But anyway, he 
was the executive director of the Council Against Racial and 
Religious Group. And so he said, well sure, I'll be very happy to. 
He was, he was very aware of the situation of the Japanese 
people and he in fact, he had written several, several letters to 
the War Authority telling them about the situation. But it is, 
yeah, no, no, no effect at all what he said. But he said, "Call my 
brother. He's got a theater on North Clark Street, I mean North 
LaSalle Street." So we called him and he said, sure, be happy to, 



happy to help, you know. So he said, he granted us, their 
theater which is a five, 500 foot, I mean 500 seat theater. 
[inaudible] theater on Sundays. So we had our services there for 
two years. And on the second year on, on April the 2nd, I 
remember that because I was supposed to be the speaker at the 
service at that time because we used to get lots of Japanese 
people, I mean English speaking Japanese people and, and, and I 
remember I, I, I didn't have a car so I used to use the subway 
and I went up the subway and there I saw a waterfa, what to 
you call it? Uh, the uh... 

Mrs Chikaraishi: 01:22:33 Fire hydrants 

BC: 01:22:34 Well the hydrants were being used by these tubular water 
containers and they were stretched all the way from corner of 
Clark Street all the way to LaSalle Street 

AT: 01:22:45 A fire hose? 

BC: 01:22:47 Yeah! Fire hose, a fire hose yes yes. Yeah. There were all several 
hoses going all the way, I was wondering what happened, cause 
gee, it's going the same direction I'm going. And they went back 
to the Uptown, Uptown Players Hall. That's what they called ah 
where we have the services. And find out that that night and 
there was a big fire. And uh, and then that whole building 
demolished. And so, so after that we had all, Jack of all of the 
executive director and he goes why don't you go to all of Olivet 
Institute? That's what we got out into the, Olivet Institute. 

AT: 01:23:35 Do you know? 

BC: 01:23:35 Yes? 

AT: 01:23:36 What was the cause of the fire was? 

BC: 01:23:37 That I don't know, you know, because it was a big fire so that's 
all I know. Yeah. Then then, then over there at the Olivet 
Institute, there was a person named Mr. Highsted who was 
really a wonderful gentleman and he said sure, he'd be happy to 
help us. So he rented a hall, a main hall for $40 a whole month. 
And we have every Sunday morning services there. We had our 
social service, in fact, at about time, the Olivet Institute was 
probably the, the, the one, one are or place where Japanese 
people that the young people, uh, men, ladies, they have all 
their socials. They had dances there, they had everything there, 
a lot of events, they had basketball games there. Yeah. 



AT: 01:24:45 And um, just for context, um, by this time your family has 
probably arrived to Chicago, is that correct? 

BC: 01:24:52 Yes, yes, the families have. This was, this was in 1946. 

AT: 01:25:02 And where did your family, did your family come to live with 
you or did they 

BC: 01:25:06 Well, they came and uh, we were in the same building on 75th, 
757 ah Brompton Place and they had their own apartments. We 
had our own apartments there and the fact that owner of that, 
the owner of the building was Mr. Murata. And then, and I don't 
know if you knew or knew or heard of Jane Murata Yeah, that's 
her father's place. So we lived there for several years and then 
after living there for several years we decided that, uh, that 
perhaps uh, we should look for a place and so we found a place 
on the Fremont Street near Cubs Park. 

AT: 01:26:00 Is this you and your wife? 

BC: 01:26:04 Well, together together, Joe's my wife's brother, he was in the 
service at that time. So he had a furlough. So we walked around 
certain areas. And we happened to see this for sale sign for the 
building. So we went and looked at the building and asked the 
building and so we liked it. It was well maintained and 
everything. So. So we said, well, we're going to buy it. Yeah. It 
was that simple at that time we didn't, we didn't go asking your 
neighbors or anything like that. 
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